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Vestry Vibes      by Dougie Burnett
Dear friends,
Last month I wrote about the difference
between B.C. and A.D.  And that these days it
has been largely replaced in secular society by
B.C.E. and C.E. (C.E. being the Christian Era).
I can understand that change from a secular
point of view, but it fails to convey what I still
believe to be a genuine theological point: that it
is Christ who provides that fundamental turning
point in time, not us.
For Yohan and myself, we have spent some time working out what will be
our message and reflection on Easter Sunday.
We identified the words of joy, justice, equality and mercy
Fundamentally Easter is about joy.  It is a deeply felt and spiritual
emotion.  It is also the most amazing response to what happens in the
resurrection.  When we feel true joy, it takes us beyond happiness.   Joy is
deep-rooted in the experience of God’s shalom.  Shalom is that sense of
peace that takes us to the heart of creation. It brings us into a that
remarkable sense of wholeness, or God’s life in all its abundance.
From that experience of joy, we felt that other things flow.
There is a profound sense of justice that comes through the cross and
resurrection.  Human injustice and cruelty is what led to Jesus’ crucifixion.
The resurrection proclaims God’s justice beyond any human cruelty.
With that sense of justice, what then emerged in the early church was a
profound sense of equality.   The early church had women in leadership
positions.  What happened to that, is a question that we might well ask?
Where the church had much early growth was among the underclasses of
the Roman world.  Especially amongst slaves.  Suddenly they heard the
message that they were of value.  What had been the case in the Roman
world was a system of abuse and exploitation.  Again, we might wonder
how this radical message was lost in various of the societies and centuries
since.  But that prophetic edge was never truly lost.
Then there is mercy.  Mercy is very much about love, grace and
compassion.  It helps makes us truly human.  The Old Testament



scriptures always understood mercy as one of the aspects of God.  Mercy
does help the world to be a much better place.
So, I continue to talk about B.C. and A.D.  It might irritate some of my
secular friends and colleagues.  But there are times when I don’t mind
being an irritant at all!
Happy Easter.  Christ is Risen. Allelluia!  Something fundamental has
changed in the world.

Dougie

How green is your data?   from Myra Jones
While digital technology and the internet have transformed
our lives, bringing unprecedented convenience and
efficiency, they come with hidden environmental costs.
The expansion of servers, data centres, cloud computing,
and electronic devices is fuelling a dramatic rise in energy use, which in
turn accelerates global warming.
Everything we do digitally goes through one of these centres.  Many of
these data centres generate enormous amounts of heat and rely on fossil
fuels for air conditioning and use large amounts of water for cooling.
With the increased use of AI this will continue to increase.
Google’s emissions of greenhouse gas emissions have risen by 48% in the
last 5 years and by 13% just in the last 12 months.
So what is your Data diet?
▪ Listening to Podcasts or watching Netflix or other videos;
▪ Online shopping and the impact of the products delivery;
▪ What’s app messages;
▪ What’s app calls and video calls use more energy;
▪ The average WhatsApp group chat uses 2.35kg of CO2 a week, Zero

Waste Scotland calculated;
▪ Sending emails, and if you do “ reply all “ this of course increases energy

use so consider if you really need to do that.
As you probably guessed  I got a lot of this from the web and then I
emailed it to Angus.  Very easy and convenient but of course it has pushed
up my carbon footprint which I am sure is too large already…



Worship details
… at Redland Park

Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

Apr  5th Rev Dougie Burnett, including communion
Easter Day

 12th Angus Gregson
 19th Rev Dougie Burnett
 26th Rev Dougie Burnett
  Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

                 or, if you’re reading this online,  just click on
htts://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjc5NHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We’re continuing to think about forgiveness.
Apr 12th Forgiveness, part 7: As we are wounded
 26th Forgiveness, part 8: Forgiving when we don’t feel like it

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777       passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings:
Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

… and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

Apr Fri 3rd Good Friday worship at 10 a.m. led by Rev Dougie Burnett
followed by refreshments, and the the Walk of Witness to
Arnside.

  5th Easter Day, Angus Gregson, including communion

 12th Les Fry and Jooin Kim

  19th Brenda Drake

  26th Barb Kirby

.



CCR group of churches Holy Week worship, mostly at 7 p.m.

March Mon 30th All Saints church

 Tue 31st Cotham Parish church

April Wed 1st Redland Park URC

  Thu 2nd Tyndale Baptist church

      Good Fri 3rd Victoria Methodist church at 10 a.m.

Other dates…
… at Redland Park

Apr Wed15th

 Sat 18th Organ treat: Ian de Massini   (see later for more details)
Cakes from 10.30 a.m., Music from 11 a.m.

 Sat 25th Vision morning  10 a.m. at New Brunswick URC

Thursdays:   from 9th … Coffee time -  coffee in the front vestibule from
10.30 a.m. till 12.00 p.m.  - see Derek Jones

… at  (and around) New Brunswick

Apr Mon 6th Bible study - Do we want to be meek? - and prayer.
7.30 p.m. followed by cake.

Tue 7th  Joint Churches prayer meeting hosted by New Brunswick
at 7.30 p.m.

Fri 17th Southmead quiz night at 7 p.m.

 Sat 18th April quiz and cream tea at 3 p.m.

 Sat 25th Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway
Centre from noon - 3 p.m.





People news    … from New Brunswick  from Brenda Drake
We are pleased to hear that Angie seems to have turned a corner and is
feeling much better. We hope it won’t be much longer before Angie is
back worshipping with us. We thank God for His healing.
Liz is still very much in our thoughts and prayers as she continues to
undergo treatment in hospital.
Kate continues to visit Mary on a regular basis. Mary remains in good
spirits although her legs are troublesome to her. Mary is hoping that
when the weather improves she will be able to share with us once again
on a Sunday morning.
We continue to uphold Paul H and his family to our Lord. We pray that
He will give Paul His peace and to his family , strength, wisdom, patience
and peace.
There may be others in our Fellowship who are going through trials and
tribulations at this time but have not wanted to share these with others.
God knows our worries and concerns and he will hear us when we confide
in Him.

BIRTHDAYS
All these folk have birthdays this month:

        13th Dougie,       14th  Kate          16th  Elaine        24th Angus

There may be others in the Fellowship with something to celebrate within
their families either birthdays or anniversaries. If you are celebrating
something special, may you and your family have a wonderful time.  May
God Bless you as you share together

… from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We are happy to report that Jane Rogers has now returned to her new flat
(ask if you’d like the address) with modifications by Jess and Deniz to
make life easier for her, and she has a delightful companion called
Eternity, who is bringing Jane to church again.  Eternity loves singing so
will be joining the choir to sing at Easter.



We also send our best wishes to Brian and Wendy Day;  Brian is slowly
recovering from a fall, but they are both happy at home, enjoying their
family, who helped Wendy celebrate her 92nd birthday recently.
Congratulations to her.  They are looking forward to seeing their son again
soon arriving from Australia.
David and Viv Hayden are now together again at home after Viv’s stay at
Southmead Hospital and getting back to normal life.  We hope to see
them soon.
We remember Peter and Anna Ambrose who also need our prayers and
best wishes for better health, and we are glad to see Teame Mebrahtu in
church again, after medical care with his daughter, Zeb, in Lee on Solent.
We pray for his health.
We had to say goodbye for the time being to Mintae Huang and Minjae
Shin who have gone back to South Korea to find work.  We hope to see
them online.
On behalf of Ali Talebi, please pray for peace in Iran, and for all countries
experiencing wars and conflicts.  Pray for everyone suffering from
poverty, climate change and oppression.
There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church. We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log
onto zoom on a Sunday morning.

A Rocha’s easy eco tips for APRIL
Celebrate new life this Easter and have a go at growing something! April is
the perfect time to try to grow something edible. Salad leaves or herbs are
a great place to start and will reduce your reliance on those oh-so-
convenient supermarket salad bags.
For indoor space, try ‘micro-greens’ (vegetable leaves harvested soon
after they open).  If you’re lucky enough to have a greenhouses, try
sowing salad leaf seed mixes.  For outdoors, beetroot, lettuce, onion and
pea plants are frost-resistant so can all be planted outside in April.
As you sow, thank God for the opportunity to grow food, and pray for
those communities that are facing food shortages and famine.



What’s been happening?

New Redland Park Vision, part 2 from Les Fry

All of the five core working groups are now
established with the first meeting of the Worship
Group scheduled for late March.

The Pastoral Group has maintained its programme
of consistent contact across the congregation
through personal visits, messages and cards. The Bring and Share Lunch
proved to be a well supported time of fellowship. After Easter, each of the
Elders’ Groups will be allocated one of the Thursday Coffee Mornings
when they are encouraged to meet alongside other members of the
congregation.
Members of the Finance and Property Group are supplementing their
monthly meetings with an Away Day on 25th April when we will seek to
plan property issues in the light of our Synod initiated Quinquennial
review, to update the plans for the Hurle Road Clubrooms and begin to
plan the future use of our finances, including the additional funds which
we have access to from the transfer of the Manse to the Synod.
The Climate Change Group maintains its focus on the reduction of our
carbon footprint and the protection of the natural environment, and will
be included in all activities generated by the Quinquennial review.
The Multi-age Group overseeing the future of our work with Children and
Young People had an energetic initial meeting. This prompted new
initiatives for an external noticeboard, for regular music activities for the
young people and the possibility of integrating laptops into our Sunday
morning provision. We will be reaching out especially to those church
families with whom we have limited regular direct contact, seeking links
with youth groups in other local churches and running a toy and book stall
at the May Christian Aid Fair.
More details of all of this work will be shared both informally and at our
Church Meetings.



Lent talks
There have been (and still are, at the time of writing) a series of Lent talks
put on by a committed team in the CCR group of churches under the
theme of “Matters of life and death, health and faith”.  Rather than try to
summarise any of them, I asked RP people who were there (apologies if I
missed you) to reflect on one thing they’d learned from the talk and one
(of many!) questions they still had in their mind.  Here are some responses
after the first two talks.
1 Medicine, genetics and ethics   Prof John Bryant
Things I learned:
We can take any gene to any organism.

There has been access to genetic engineering since 1973.

I asked John Bryant afterwards about being left-handed as it may be
genetic.  Until the 20th century, left-handers were forced to use their right
hand and I had trouble with an art teacher at secondary school who would
not get left-handed scriptwriting pens even though they were available.
Prof Bryant’s suggestion was that left-handers might have been an
identical twin in the womb (he knew an identical pair in his lab with one
leftie and the other right-handed) but he didn't have time to explain what
had happened to the other embryo.

Questions:
I think I am a bit concerned about what would happen to the embryos
that aren’t carrying the right genes to treat siblings with some genetic
disease.  Perhaps the most striking comment I found was in Prof Bryant's
closing remarks, in which he stated that the study of genetics was a pre-
occupation of the first world.
Only the West has the financial, scientific and technological wherewithall
to resource such research and development ,while Third World nations
are still struggling to overcome diseases such as Malaria, AIDS and TB.
It begs the question where  should humanity's  priorities lie?

We accept a parent getting violin lessons for their child; why shouldn't the
parent invest in the best set of genes for their child?

Taking DNA sample from embryos was offered to us when I was expecting
our son because, as an older mother, there was a higher risk of a baby



with Downs Syndrome.  We decided against it, and he never had any
health issues, fortunately.  However I am not against this testing as some
extremely disabled babies have absolutely no quality of life, sometimes
living in pain forever.

2 The ethics of AI and other new technologies in healthcare
Dr Simon Kostloe

Things I learned:
More than 50% of the articles available on the Internet has been
generated by AI.
Prof Simon Kolstoe made it clear that we should understand that when we
log on to the Internet at least 45% of the data received is AI generated.
Treat the results with some skepticism!

Question:
AI does not present us with any new ethical issues, but we need to apply
our existing value systems diligently to AI generated material.

My thanks to the people who sent in their reflections.

Community heroes in the spotlight from Carol Fry
(abridged from Bishopston Voice)

A ceremony was held to honour 43 individuals and groups – those
‘amazing people’ who have made Horfield and Lockleaze ‘wonderful
places to live, work and play.’  Two award winners were also celebrated
for their 50-year dedication to the community and local church.  Since
the 1970s, Dennis and Alison Kinnersley have tirelessly supported
Horfield URC through various roles, from Elder and Secretary to
Caretaker – ensuring the hall and church are welcoming and well-
maintained, as well as actively contributing to local events and theatre
productions.
Organiser, Rachel Varley, thanked all those who had nominated and who
made the evening such a success, added, “We wanted to showcase
those who so generously go above and beyond, acting with kindness and
generosity to create a positive impact here in Horfield and Lockleaze.”



A message from Jane Jones, the
Senior Co-ordinator for the BCS
Thank you so much for the incredible
support that Redland Park and its volunteers are giving — and have given
— to Bristol Churches Shelter (BCS).  So far this winter we have supported
26 guests. Once the shelter finishes for the season, I will be able to share
full move-on figures with you and positive stories.
Our guests have really valued spending time with everyone and getting to
know the volunteers and their churches. Thank you for your commitment
and dedication to BCS — it truly makes a difference.
As valued volunteers and churches, we feel it is important to keep you
informed. The Council funding that has supported BCS in its current form
is coming to an end, and we are therefore reviewing what this means for
the shelter going forward. No decisions have been made at this stage,
and we are definitely exploring various options for how BCS might
continue in some form moving forward.
We remain deeply grateful for the commitment and partnership that you
and the churches in Bristol have shown to BCS over many years, and we
very much hope this partnership will continue in some form as we
explore next steps together.
We will also be organising our usual ‘Celebration event’ at the end of May
or early June. I will confirm the date as soon as it is set. This will be an
opportunity to celebrate all the amazing things that have happened over
Winter 25–26 and to recognise your invaluable contribution.
With just over two weeks to go, we remain focused on supporting our
guests as well as we can through the remainder of the season.
We ask that you pray that God will make away for Bristol Churches
Shelter.   Thank you again for everything you do.
[Ed: And a big thank you to Carol, Les, Roger and Alison for being the RP
presence at the BCS each Wednesday.]

Jane Jones
Senior Co-ordinator

Bristol Churches Shelter



Held by Grace: A Story of Survival, Faith, and New Beginnings,
written by a lady who has been supported into accommodation and legal
support by the Bristol Churches Shelter.
Today, I give thanks to God Almighty because I know that if I am still alive,
it is not by chance. There are seasons in life when we do not understand
what God is doing, when everything seems to be falling apart, when we
walk with visible and invisible wounds, yet His hand is still carrying us.
I am 44 years old and was born in West Africa. Very early in life, I learned
what it means to lose, to endure, and to keep going without fully
understanding why suffering can begin so soon. My mother left us when
we were still children. There were three of us, and I was the eldest (8
years only). I had to grow up too fast and learn to be strong when, in
truth, I still needed protection. One of the deepest wounds of my
childhood was the loss of my little brother. He was only ten years old
when he died after severe physical abuse. That loss marked me forever.
At that age, you cannot understand why life can be so cruel, but you learn
very early that pain exists and that it can strike without warning.
Despite everything, I continued to move forward. I pursued my education,
believing that learning would be my way to build a different future.
I obtained a Master degree in Audit and Business Control, and I also
trained in journalism and communication. I have always believed in the
power of voice, of truth, and of telling stories that matter. My professional
life later placed me in very tense environments, especially within media
and communication during a time of serious political instability in my
home land. The country was facing a deep crisis, particularly in the
English-speaking regions. What began as peaceful protests by lawyers and
teachers gradually turned into armed conflict, militarisation, fear, and
repression. Journalists and people connected to the media became
especially vulnerable.
During that time, I worked closely with journalists, including in Television
and Radio. I also played an operational role at a radio station, where I
helped maintain the continuity of the station’s activities before the main
team could fully take over. This made me visibly connected to media
professionals at a time when journalists were being targeted, accused,
and silenced.



After the presidential election in 2018, the situation became even more
dangerous. It was during this period that I was attacked with acid. I still
carry scars on the right side of my body, especially on my leg and hand.
But beyond the physical scars, the psychological trauma has followed me
for years. After that attack, I lived in constant fear, receiving threats and
never feeling safe. Between 2018 and 2019, I was arrested more than
once under conditions of intimidation. On one occasion, when I was close
to being sent to prison, a judge I had never met intervened directly and
ordered my immediate release. Another time, outside intervention saved
me again. Yet even after being released, the fear never left me. When the
director was arrested by the military in August 2019 and later confirmed
to have died in detention, shock spread through the entire media
community. For those of us who had worked with him, it felt like a
warning. I knew then that my name, my professional links, and my
visibility could put my life at risk at any moment.
In 2020, I left my country and travelled west, hoping to rebuild my life in
safety. What followed were years of instability, insecure housing, and
financial struggle. Yet my heart remained focused on helping others. In
2023, I officially created an organisation to support vulnerable children
and families. Unfortunately, without funding or institutional support, the
organisation could not operate sustainably. At the same time, I worked as
an administrative officer in an education and international mobility
company. In reality, my responsibilities were far beyond my job title. I
managed over one hundred international partners, coordinated
representatives across West Africa, supervised staff, followed up student
files, communicated with parents, and handled complex administrative
processes. I often worked from early morning until late at night,
sometimes without rest, for a very low salary that was frequently paid
late. This created strong financial dependence and a serious imbalance of
power. Over time, psychological pressure and blurred professional
boundaries turned into abuse. I felt trapped because the job was my only
means of survival. I suffered in silence, believing I had no other option.
From September 2024, my health began to collapse. I experienced intense
anxiety, palpitations, breathing difficulties, severe exhaustion, and
emotional breakdown. After leaving that work environment, I started



receiving threatening and defamatory messages from my former
employer. The fear returned, stronger than ever.
When I arrived in United Kingdom in 2025, I was physically and
emotionally exhausted. For the first time in many years, I entered a place
of relative safety. I received accommodation, food, limited financial
support, and access to medical and mental health care. Through
organisations like Bristol Churches Shelter, Bristol Refugees Right, Bristol
Hospitality Network and healthcare services, I finally began to understand
how deeply years of fear and abuse had affected me. Today, I am still
waiting for stable legal protection and proper legal representation but I
have now found for a solicitor to fully support my case. I believe God has
not abandoned me.
I share my story not to seek pity, but to testify that even when everything
seems lost, God is still working. I have seen His hand through unexpected
help, through strangers who became support, and through doors that
opened when I had no strength left. I believe God can turn wounds into
testimony, tears into seeds, and pain into purpose. My desire now is to
heal, to regain stability, to work honestly when I am allowed, and to con-
tinue serving others, as I always have, even while fighting my own battles.
If my journey can remind even one person not to give up, then I know that
God is already transforming my story into something greater than my suf-
fering.

Forgiveness - a prayer
At 7 p.m. worship recently we’ve been following a series of bible studies
on forgiveness.   At one, Myra offered a prayer which I found moving:

Dear Lord,
You said we were to forgive (each other) 70 times 7
but, Lord, you have forgiven me 700 times 7 and more.
Lord, you are The Shepherd who goes after the lost sheep.
Thank you for coming to find me when I am lost.
You bring me back to your sheepfold,
your place of safety, nurture and love.
Thank you.



Teblez Mebrahtu 
Redeeming Light Foundation
A small family-run charity and grant
giving body set up by the family of our
late member and friend, Teblez
Mebrahtu, based in the UK helping to transform the lives of the most
vulnerable in the developing world, including the elderly, destitute, the
sick and street children.  Join our mission to bring light into darkness! If
you want to support, please see teblezmebrahtufoundation.org

World Day of Prayer 2026: Nigeria: ‘I will give you rest, come’
What a moving and meaningful service we shared in for World Day of
Prayer 2026. It was held at Clifton Cathedral for the first time and we were
warmly welcomed. It was a truly ecumenical service with friends joining
from many of our local churches. We were blessed that Faith, from the
cathedral, as well as 3 of her Nigerian friends, could join us to give voice to
the stories of the Nigerian women featured in the worship. Their wonderful
African dress and free singing added a richness to the time we shared.
‘I will give you rest, come’ based on Matthew 11v28-30, was explored
throughout the service. There is a simplicity to this verse. It struck me was
that all that we need to do is to be open to God. Come. In times of struggle
or when we feel our burdens are heavy, knowing that we are seen and held
by God is reassuring and incredibly hopeful. In the words of Jato in the
service ‘Christ walks with us through every hardship.’
Conflicts in many areas throughout the world, in particular the Middle East,
add to our feelings of unease. It is hard not to feel overwhelmed. But when
it feels like we can do nothing else, we can still come to God. We can be
present with our friends and neighbours. ‘We may be burdened, but we are
not broken. We continue to work, to hope and to pray for the world we
know is possible.’
We continue to think of Nigeria and the community of people who shared
their stories for World Day of Prayer. The time together really encouraged
us to live and to live hopefully, within the world as it is now, looking for
God, always walking beside us.                                                         Helen Grand

teblezmebrahtufoundation.org


Coming up…
Organ Treats  from John and Joan Turner
The Organ Treats concerts at Redland Park URC, Whiteladies Road have
been running since January 2024. The soloists have been drawn from
musicians in the South West who are well known in Bristol.
The soloist on April 18th this year is a friend of ours from Cambridge, Ian
de Massini. We are glad to be able to call
him a friend and glad that last year he
offered to play for one of the RP concerts.
He is uniquely talented, a superb pianist
and organist, a highly rated choral
conductor, an inspired composer and
arranger of music who can communicate
the enjoyment of music to his listeners.
Ian read Music at the University of Cambridge whilst singing in the choir of
King’s College Chapel. In 1987, Ian founded his own choir, Cambridge
Voices, directed them for 38 years, recording 14 CDs with them, and
winning the Prix d’Or, awarded by the French classical music magazine,
Diapason, for the choir’s recordings of the music of the French 20th-
century composer, Maurice Duruflé.
For 25 years, Ian was also the musical arranger and accordionist for The
Cambridge Buskers.
Ian is currently Joint Director of Music at Downing Place United Reformed
Church, Cambridge, and designed the ground-breaking Hauptwerk Digital
Organ recently installed  in that church.
This year, being the 40th anniversary of the death of Maurice Duruflé, Ian
is busy arranging, for solo organ, every piece of music that Duruflé ever
wrote, including all his orchestral and chamber music, as well as
transcribing Duruflé’s improvisations.
As part of Ian’s “musical outreach” into the community, he is attracting
many young people to attend his innovative concerts in the church that
combine the screening of popular ballets on the church’s big screen,
accompanied by Ian on the organ, with the console placed directly
underneath the screen.  The series will include all the ballets of

teblezmebrahtufoundation.org


Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, and Stravinsky, as well as Peter & the Wolf,
Carnival of the Animals, Danse Macabre, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice,
Pictures at an Exhibition, The ‘1812’ Overture, Holst’s Planets and other
orchestral tone-poems arranged for the organ by Ian.
We think that Ian’s choice of music and his talents  will make the Organ
Treats concert on 18th April most enjoyable. Our hope is that many will
come to share in the morning at Redland Park.

It’s that time again! from Carol Fry
We will be running our annual Christian Aid Fair on
Saturday 16th May so will be asking all those with
green fingers to pot up suitable plants to sell; all
those having a clear out to bring in books, bric a brac, pictures, toys, etc,
and anything that is suitable to sell.  We usually have good weather for
the Fair, and there is more foot traffic on Whiteladies Road because of the
Farmer’s Market.   We also hope this year that our young people can run a
stall – cakes or goodies.
Some people ask if we have a Fair every week – thank goodness we don’t!
But once a year we raise quite a bit of money for Christian Aid, along with
the envelopes that will have been delivered during the weeks in the roads
around church.
Thanks to everyone who helps with the envelope delivery and the Fair.

Bible jokes – as told by Rev Rachel Haig in RP’s service in March
Who's the best financier in the Bible?  Noah, because he floated his
investments and his opponents were liquidated.
What was Boaz before marriage?  Ruthless.
Who was the best female financier in the Bible?  Pharoah's daughter,
because she raised a  prophet (profit) out of the bullrushes ...
What did God say when he'd made Adam?  Could do better, so He did.
Who was the largest woman in the Bible?  The woman of Samaria (some
area).



Keeping up with the vicar, part 163
Here are the Lectionary readings for April. What better way to start the
month than with the celebration of Easter Day.  We read the Easter
Sunday story, this year from Matthew’s account - each of the gospels
have a different viewpoint - but it’s worth dwelling on those 4 verses
from Colossians.  What does the enormity of Easter mean for each of us?

Between Easter and Pentecost we get readings from Acts instead of the
Old Testament, marvelling at how the christian church began.  It’s
exciting how urgently the work of spreading the gospel is from the outset.
First thing on Easter morning the women who went to the (now empty)
tomb are instructed by an angel, and then just a few verses later by the
risen Jesus, to “Go and tell!”

And as Peter finds in our reading from Acts 10, the gospel and the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit is for all.   It was certainly a challenge to Peter
and the early church.  Was that a once off for then, or is it just as
applicable now?  How does that passage from the end of Acts 2, read on
26th, match our actual churches either now or in our vision of how they
could be?  Are we as (literally) fired up by the Holy Spirit as the disciples
were then?  In these troubling days, how can we pass on the good news?

Last month (not in this column) I asked what we would say to someone
new who wandered into church and wanted to know what our faith was
all about.  I asked for your responses.  I’ve heard nothing, which worries
me.  Re-read the last two sentences of the previous paragraph.  Answers?

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching.  The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

Acts (instead of OT) Psalm Gospel NT
Apr 5th Acts 10:34-43 118:1-2,14-24 Mt 28:1-10 Col 3:1-4
Easter Day
 12th Acts 2:14,22-32 16 John 20:19-31 1Peter 1:3-9
 19th Acts 2:14,36-41 116:1-4,12-19 Luke 24:13-15 1Peter 1:17-23
 26th Acts 2:42-47 23 John 10:1-10 1Peter 2:19-25
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Deadline for contributions
for the May edition is

15th April
but do feel free to send material

any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson

email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you to everybody who

has contributed so much to this edition.


