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Vestry Vibes      by Dougie Burnett

Dear friends,
Earlier this year Bible Society published a new
survey report called “The Quiet Revival.”  They
had commissioned a survey through YouGov.
The intriguing results that indicated that there
had been a sharp rise amongst those of
Generation Z, especially young men, who were
now engaging with matters of faith and the
church in a way that hasn’t been seen for some
time. After many decades of increasing
secularisation, it has taken many by surprise.  I am not sure that too many
churches can obviously report such an increase of a Sunday, but it does
seem to indicate a shift in society, which is now becoming more open to
matters of faith and God than was the case for previous generations.  It
remains to see how all of this unfolds.  There might well be grounds for
what has been called one bishop “cautious optimism.”
[ Ed: There were a couple of other pieces about this in the October edition
from Gill and LesF - it might be worth re-reading these too.]

Underlying it all might well be a dissatisfaction with the world as it is.
Faith is very much about a strange kind of “otherness.”  The secular world
tends to be very rational.  Rational can be good, but it’s certainly not
everything.  There’s also the matter of the heart, motions and feelings.

The story that the Bible tells, from the Old Testament into the New
Testament is very much about that strange kind of otherness that insists
on making itself known in our everyday world.  It is very much the story of
unexpected happenings, that very much appeal to something deep down
inside us.

For me, all of that comes to a particular climax in the story of Christ. The
Christmas story of the angels, shepherds, kings and Bethlehem is very
much about unlikelihoods which speak to our deepest needs and longings.



It is light in darkness, love, warmth and embrace.  It is a new beginning,
with a form that we can comprehend and embrace.

Christmas has always been a time when those beyond the church, those
who normally might never come near the church, might stop to give it
some thought and give it a chance.  Maybe this year, following on from
the Quiet Revival report, there might be a few more who might be open
to an invitation to a Christmas service.  Who might you invite?  Let’s hope
that this possible shift in society will be real and lasting.  That would be
good news as more discover the remarkable Good News that comes with
Christ.

Happy Christmas!

Dougie

Remembrance
at New Brunswick

At NB we took our act of
Remembrance outside on
November 9th,  Remembrance
Sunday, as a witness to anyone
watching on.

For Jim, with his experiences in
the RAF during the war,
Remembrance Sunday was
always special, so it was fitting
that his daughters, Julie and
Becky, laid the wreath at the
foot of the brick cross that is
built into the wall.



Worship details
… at Redland Park

Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

Dec  7th Rev Dougie Burnett, including Holy Communion

 14th Congregation led worship, focusing on displaced people.

  …and at 3.30 p.m.   Carol Service

 21st Junior church presentation

Wed 24th Crib service at 4.00 p.m.

Thu 25th Christmas Day worship at 10 a.m.

 28th We will be worshipping with Tyndale Baptist church at
Tyndale at 10.30 a.m.

Jan 4th Rev Dougie Burnett, including Holy Communion

 11th Angus Gregson

 18th Rev Dougie Burnett

 25th Rev Helena McKinnon

 Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

                 or, if you’re reading this online,  just click on
htts://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjc5NHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom

Dec 14th & 28th

Jan 11th & 25th

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777
               passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings:

Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.



Other dates…
… at Redland Park

Dec Wed 3rd Elders meeting at 7.30 p.m.

Tue 9th Finance & property meeting at 4.30 p.m.

 Sat 13th Organ Treat - Simon Gibson
10.30 a.m. for cake,  11.00 a.m. for the music.

 Sat 20th Carol singing on Whiteladies Rd

Jan Wed 4th  Elders meeting at 7.30 p.m.

 Mon 12th Organ group meeting at 11 a.m.

 Sun 18th Church meeting at midday, following morning worship

 Wed 21st Junior church meeting at 8 p.m.

 Sat  24th Organ Treat - William Forrest
   10.30 a.m. for cake,  11.00 a.m. for the music.

 Wed 28th Highbury grant awarding group at 8 p.m.
There’s more…

… and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

Dec  7th Jenny Low

 14th Angus Gregson - this is our Gift service, and will also
include Holy Communion

 21st Kate Wintle - a Christingle service

Thu 25th Christmas Day worship at 10 a.m. led by Brenda Drake

 28th Rick Kirby

Jan 4th Angus Gregson

 11th Rev Dougie Burnett, including Holy Communion

 18th Trevor Ranger

 25th Janet Moreton



Wednesdays:  12.00- 2 p.m. Bristol churches night shelter
   3.30 - 4.30 p.m.  students doughnuts
Thursdays:   coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till 12 (autumn
 10.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Warmshare

… at  (and around) New Brunswick

Dec Mon 1st North Bristol Good Afternoon Choir are holding their
Christmas Concert at 1.30 p.m. in Westbury Methodist
Church. Carol H and Brenda will be taking part.  This is a
FREE concert with opportunity to donate to Bristol
Dementia Action Alliance.  Just turn up!

 Tue 2nd Joint Churches prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m., hosted by
the Pentecostal church

 Mon 8th Bible study - reflections from characters in the Christmas
story - and prayer at 7.30 p.m. Followed by cake.

 Thu 11th Church meeting at 7 p.m. - N.B. the earlier start.
Jan Mon 5th Bible study and prayer at 7.30 p.m. followed by cake.
 Tue 6th  Joint Churches prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m., host yet to be

confirmed
 Fri 23rd  Southmead quiz at 7 p.m. At New brunswick
 Sat 31st  Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway

Centre from noon - 3 p.m.

A Rocha’s easy eco tips for DECEMBER
Celebrate a simpler Christmas.  As Advent begins, let us turn our gaze to the
true meaning of Christmas - God with us, Emmanuel. The humble birth
of a child in a stable may seem distant from the way we celebrate today,
but it offers a profound reminder of simplicity. This season, let’s reflect
on the story that we wish our actions and choices to tell. Consider A
Rocha UK’s blog on journeying towards a zero-waste Christmas

arocha.org.uk/journeying-towards-a-zero-waste-christmas
May our hearts and our celebrations align with the simplicity and beauty
of the Christmas story.

arocha.org.uk/journeying-towards-a-zero-waste-christmas


People news…

… from New Brunswick  from Brenda Drake

We continue to remember folk who are not as well as they would like to
be, including Angie, Elaine, Mary, Jen S. Others who would appreciate our
prayers at this time are the Hinder family praying for God’s peace.

Fidel continues to undergo tests to confirm a recent diagnosis. We think
of Lou who continues to cope with health issues.  Liz and family would
appreciate prayers for things going on in their lives at this time. For God’s
guidance, comfort and peace.

Birthdays
It appears we have no Christmas birthdays amongst our folk. If someone
does have a birthday or celebration during the Christmas season we wish
them a very happy day and hope that their special day is not
overshadowed by the Christmas celebrations!

We make up for it in the New Year though:.

Jan 1st Margaret B,      9th David H,      22nd Frank W,     23rd Jenny P

We wish all these folk a very happy birthday and God’s richest blessings
for the coming year.

Finally!
To all those who read this magazine, may they be near or far, the folk at
New Brunswick wish you all a blessed Christmas with peace and happiness
in 2026.

We would also like to thank all those who have helped us during the past
year, be that leading worship, supporting events, practical help, prayers,
encouragement and so much more. All this kindness and concern is very
much appreciated. God Bless you all in the coming year.

arocha.org.uk/journeying-towards-a-zero-waste-christmas


…  and from Redland Park from Carol Fry
September and October were difficult and busy times for the Sims and
Hirsch families as Suzy Sims’ sister was ill and died in October, and Patricia
Routledge, who was almost part of their family, died the following day.
Their funerals were in late October and early November and we send
them our love and condolences.

Suzanne Atkins continues her treatment at Harefield Hospital and we pray
for healing.  We send all our love to Suzie, Ben and Seb.  [Ed: there’s more
about Suzie on the next page.]

Peter and Anna Ambrose are in poor health but well supported by family;
please pray for them that they find healing.  Carole Atter is undergoing
various treatments and we send our love and best wishes.  Teame
Mebrahtu hasn’t been seen for a while as he has been staying with his
daughter Zeb, while he undergoes hospital treatment, but we hope that
this will provide some relief and we hope to see him back soon.  Wendy
Day is awaiting news on a health issue and we hope it will be good news.

Alison Hooper has now successfully, and happily, after a few ups and
downs, moved house to live in Henleaze.  Following her, we hope, will be
Jane Rogers moving to Redland, and Laura Jones to St Monica.  We send
them our love and best wishes for their new homes.

Sheila Smart died on 15 October and her funeral was held on 12 November;
at Canford.  She was a much loved member of the church for several years
until moving into a nursing home in declining health.  She had been born
and raised in Edinburgh, moved with her husband’s work to live in
Southport, and spent her last years in Bristol where her only son and his
family lived.

There are other members and friends with health issues at present and we
pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church.  We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log onto
zoom on a Sunday morning.



News about Suzie Atkins from Jane Beazer

Hannah (Suzie’s sister) wrote this this week and we particularly wanted to
thank all our Church family for their prayers and ask them to continue to
pray for Suzie, Ben and Seb.

“Suzie had her quarterly review at Harefield Hospital this week, she had a
range of tests and discussions with her Consultants.

Her heart’s ejection fraction remains stable at 24%.  [Ed: the ‘ejection
fraction’ is the percentage of blood that the left ventricle - the bit that
pumps blood out round the body - pumps out with each heart beat.  Thank
you Jane for explaining!]    This may sound low but it’s a huge
improvement on her lowest point of 14%.   For context a healthy heart’s
ejection fraction is between 55% and 70%.

The truly amazing news is that, as a consequence, Suzie has been paused
on the transplant list for now.  However the team at Harefield will be
keeping a very close eye on her.  She will have regular visits and reviews.

You may wonder why not proceed with a transplant while she is stable,
but transplanted hearts typically last only 15-20 yrs, so the longer she can
continue with her own heart the better.

Earlier this year we were told Suzie might only have another year.  This
year has reminded us how precious life is and never guaranteed.  Suzie
has been absolutely remarkable throughout it all, facing each challenge
with her trademark strength, courage, pragmatism and humour.

There are still many people who remain on the transplant list, waiting for
their chance.  Please continue to have those important conversations with
your loved ones about their wishes; it truly can make a life changing
difference.”

Hannah finishes “Courage isn’t only fighting your circumstances
sometimes making peace with your circumstances requires more
courage.”

This is printed with Suzie’s permission



What’s been happening?
How pleased and blest… from David Hayden
When I was asked to say a few words for the covenant service in October
I turned to the words of the Psalmist and Isaac Watts in the hymn at
number 563 in Rejoice and Sing.  This is a further expression of this.
Viv and I were quite overwhelmed by the kind words expressed and the
gifts we received when we returned to church on August 3rd for the first
time since my fall in October last year.  During the long months when we
were house-bound we very much appreciated the visits from church
friends and phone calls, thank you for these.
As many will know, during the past year or so Viv has been suffering from
increasing macular degeneration.  The effect of this is that she has lost all
central vision in her right eye with the left eye also deteriorating in a
similar way.  As a result, very reluctantly she has had to give up acting as
the church cashier, a job she loved doing.   It has also meant that simple
every-day tasks such as reading the time are becoming very much more
difficult.  To assist her she has used the church’s kind gift to buy a talking
watch and two talking clocks which will be a constant reminder of the love
of our RP friends.

With thanks and love.
Viv & David

Tear Fund quiz
A (disappointingly small) number of quizzers tackled
questions about, amongst others, cheese, ABBA,
world festivals, and Brutalist Bristol,  and learned
more about Tear Fund’s tremendous work in
Transforming Communities.  Between them they
donated £275 to Tear Fund - almost half of which came from New
Brunswick’s Fellowship lunch the previous Sunday.  Thank you all.

The winners of the quiz were everyone who took part, but Carol & Les Fry
had the most  points on the night, and their amazing prize is me saying
“Well done, Carol and Les” here in the Recorder.  What greater accolade?



Girls Brigade at New Brunswick from Brenda Drake
We continue to meet on a weekly basis despite a very low number of girls
attending. Those who do come along enjoy craft activities including cross
stitch and crochet. We usually start the evening with a table game, usually
Uno which is much enjoyed.

Unfortunately two of our regular attenders are no longer able to join us as
family circumstances have meant that they have had to be rehoused from
Lawrence Weston to Whitchurch making their attendance almost
impossible. Sadly there is no Girls’ Brigade group in the Witchurch area.

On Saturday 15th November we were able to take our two older girls to an
event organised by the Bristol District. This was held in Nailsea and it was
good for the girls to see the bigger picture of the organisation. They
enjoyed taking part in games, a Christingle service,  Christmas decoration
making, Christmas bingo and a variation of the game Beetle but with a
Christmas Tree picture! Both girls were able to take home the efforts of
attendance at this event.

Broad Plain House (Highbury Mission) Trust :                from Les Fry
A Potted History, an Update and an Appeal!

What is Broad Plain (Highbury Mission) Trust
and what’s it got to do with Redland Park ?

BP(HM)T, as I shall call it, was founded in the 1870s by Highbury Chapel
[the church that sent people out to set up Redland Park Congregational
church as Bristol expanded up Whiteladies Road. Highbury is now Cotham
CoE).  The aim was to set up Sunday schools and social meeting places in
areas of central Bristol where deprivation and unemployment were rife.
The work continued for over a century, moving out to Knowle West
following the mid-20th century clearance of housing in Broad Plain itself.
When Highbury Chapel merged with Redland Park in 1972, the
congregation continued to support BP(HM)T with many members
becoming trustees, including Andrew Sims who was secretary and driving
force behind the charity for many years.



By the noughties, the youth club in Knowle West was dwindling in
numbers and it lost its council funding in 2011.  The Trustees took the
difficult decision not to continue with the provision of youth clubs in
Bristol and sold the property in Knowle West in 2023 for much needed
housing in the area.

So what’s BP(HM)T doing now if it’s not running Youth Clubs?
Well, we have been considering how best to fulfil the intention of the
original Trustees and following approval from the Charities Commission
the Trust has now become a grant-making body using income from its
endowment funds.  We propose to make small grants (up to £2,000 for
individuals and up to £10,000 to organisations) for the following purposes:

1) Advancing the lives of young people by supporting the development of
their skills, capacities and capabilities to participate in and contribute
to society as independent, mature and responsible individuals.

2) Providing recreational and leisure time activities in the interests of the
social welfare of young people within the area of benefit whose youth,
age, infirmity or disability, poverty or social and economic
circumstances creates a need for an improvement in their life prospects

How you can help!
The Trustees would now like to invite youth (under 25) organisations in
Bristol and its immediate surrounding areas to apply for grants for 2026.
We know that many Redland Park members work and volunteer with such
organisations  - Is that you?  Are you associated with a group who could
benefit from one of our grants?  If so, please email Dougie
douglas@douglasburnett.co.uk with the name of the organisation, a
contact person at the organisation, its location and a brief sentence
outlining what funds are needed for. The BP(HM)T trustees will then get in
contact with the organisation inviting them to complete an application
form.



Coming up…

Organ Treats at Redland Park, 2026
On Saturdays: cake and tea or coffee at 10.30 a.m.
followed by organ music at 11 a.m. for 45 minutes.

Come and enjoy music, played by superb organists on one
of the most interesting and versatile pipe organs in Bristol.

Dates – Early 2026
 Jan 24th William Forrest
 Feb 21st Richard Johnson
 March 21st Paul Walton
 April 18th Ian de Massini (Cambridge)
 May 23rd Gavin Phelps

Warmshare
… began again at Redland Park on 20th November as the weather became
colder, and this will run through the winter.  It will be open in the front
vestibule from 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. with newspapers, games, and a
soup and roll lunch.  Please consider volunteering for a Thursday.  A  big
thank you to Derek who is organising it.

The Bristol Churches Shelter has also started again
on 3rd November, and will run to the end of March.
Last year, 28 people were helped into more permanent
accommodation and into work if not already working.

Nine guests are given a room, three meals a day, and
support from many organisations.  Redland Park volunteers provide lunch
every Wednesday, which entails sandwiches, fruit, crisps, biscuits and fruit
drinks.  If you would like to volunteer to provide sandwiches or other
items, please speak to Carol.



New REDLAND PARK URC vision  from Les Fry
Both nationally and internationally, there are conflicting news reports
about the Christian Church some celebrating an upsurge in attendance
among young people and others highlighting church closures.  Alongside
these insights, all churches are faced with a great growth of bureaucratic
and compliance expectations, confronting external monitoring,
evaluation, insurance checking and Health and Safety demands which can
regularly (and frequently do) distract us from our core church purposes of
worshipping God and spreading His good news.

For Redland Park, this complex mixture has recently been intensified by
the detailed legal processes prompted by the transfer of the Manse to the
South West Synod, the sale of the Club Rooms in Hurle Road and the
change of our role at Broad Plain.

However the range of our worship from formal Sunday mornings to
informal midweek gatherings and Taizé services; our music ranges from
seasonal choir events to Organ Treats; our outreach covers the Winter
Night Shelter, Warmshare, student doughnuts and Christian Aid events;
we share worship, skills and ministry with New Brunswick and the Bristol
Korean Church and our premises are used by a range of organisations,
from small philately groups to large choirs.

This extensive programme has emerged bit by bit but as our congregation
ages and declines in number, the whole range is difficult to support, and
the maintenance of our premises is both expensive and demanding.

As such, this is the right time to develop a new vision.  We need to re-
position ourselves, listen to God, listen to each other and ensure that we
develop a whole congregation cohesion that enables us to maximise our
gifts and opportunities. This process will demand both patience and
commitment. It will be led by Dougie and the Elders but involves all
members and adherents.

The September Covenant Service highlighted 9 areas of Redland Park life
which will contribute to the vision. All are vital, and all will serve our
witness and outreach.



The Elders will lead as follows:

2026: worship, pastoral care, climate justice, finance & property,  and
young people
2027: worship, church in society, music,  and outreach.

All members of the church family can, and I hope will, enhance our
practice, provision and impact.

All of our Vision work will be underpinned by a set of 8 core Biblical texts -
some will be more relevant to different themes.

  i) Matthew 22.37: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul
and mind.

 Ii) Matthew 22.39: Love your neighbour as you love yourself.

 iii) Acts 4.32: All the believers were one in heart and mind.

  iv) Galatians 3.29: You are all one in union with Christ Jesus.

  v) John 10.10: I have come that you may have life, life in all its fullness.

  vi) Micah 6.8: What the Lord requires of us is to do what is just, to show
constant love and to live in humble fellowship with your God.

 vii) Isaiah 40.31: You will rise on wings like eagles, you will run and not
get weary; you will walk and not grow weak.

viii) Matthew 28.19: Go forth therefore and make all nations my disciples.

From their January meeting, Elders will take their responsibility for the
2026 themes and initial ideas will be shared in the February Recorder and
at the February Church Meeting, progressing towards an April away day
when we will seek to bring the work into a cohesive model based on these
texts.

Please reflect and pray about this work, and please share with me and
with each other any insights, challenges or objections as an effective
vision demands all of our contributions and support.

Thanks,
Les



KIVA    from Gary Marriner

For the last five years, I have been actively supporting Kiva, a US social
enterprise, that is 20 years old and claims to have helped five million
people around the world.  My former employer introduced me to Kiva.
It had a programme that yearly gave all employees 25 dollars of Kiva
credit.  We employees had to choose whom to lend the money too.  Five
years ago, I made the decision to invest my own cash. Never regretted it!
Through a network of Funding Partners around the world, Kiva identifies
individuals and organisations in need of access to low cost loans. The
Funding Partner does the due diligence.

A request for funding is developed:
- who  - how much - repayment plan
- where - what for - background on country & Funding Partner

This request is presented on Kiva.com, along with hundreds of others
from all around the world.  Then people like myself chose which requests
we want to support, typically investing twenty five dollars.  When enough
lenders have invested the loan is funded. Kiva then works with the
Funding Partner to get the loans into the hands of the individual or
organisation making the request.  It is then the responsibility of the
Funding Partner to collect repayments and forward onto Kiva and
ultimately the lenders.  Lenders like myself use repayments to fund
further loans, causing my investment to snowball in its impact.  Over five
years, the number of loans I have supported has gone from a handful to
several hundreds, just by recycling the initial investment.  Every now and
then I do make small additional investments, as circumstances allow.

My investment priorities are:
Women;  Environmental impact;  Social impact; Education;  Agriculture.

I have found that joining a lending team, in my case a group called Climate
Pilots, helps with the identification of loans that fit with my priorities.  It is
also nice to be part of a group that has similar values and goals.

Why have I embraced Kiva?  I can give you a bunch of reasons!  But the
one foremost in my mind, is simple.  The world has gone mad and I think it
is the duty of everyone to do our bit, to make the world a little bit better!



My hope is that with enough of us doing this, that a lot of little changes,
can add up to something really significant.

There are costs:
- Kiva will ask for donations, to fund its operations.
- Loans will default. My default rate over five years is 0.96%.
- Currency loss; my loss rate is 0.68% over five years.
If anyone has questions and would like to know more. Feel free to reach
out.   Angus has my contact details.

JPIT churches respond to asylum reforms
JPIT is the Joint Public Issues Team of the
Baptist Union, Methodist Church and the URC
Leaders of the Baptist, Methodist and United
Reformed Churches have issued the following
statement in response to the government’s
announcements this week on proposed
changes to its asylum and returns policy:
Let us keep loving our neighbours.
Public debate around migration has increasingly been shaped by voices
that trade in fear, resentment, and the scapegoating of those who already
carry heavy burdens. We fear that the tone and content of the Home
Secretary’s recent announcement on asylum policy reform risks
deepening these fractures rather than healing them.
What threatens our social fabric is not the presence of vulnerable people
seeking sanctuary, but rhetoric and policy that sets neighbour against
neighbour and encourages suspicion instead of solidarity. The solution is
not to try and appease those who seek to divide us, but to build a fair,
compassionate and well-managed asylum system, that reflects Britain’s
values and responsibilities.
Our Christian faith compels us to hold that such a system should prioritise
human dignity, and treat people as any of us would wish to be treated.
That means it must be resourced to make decisions swiftly rather than



leaving people in limbo for months or even years; allow those applying for
asylum to work, support themselves and contribute to society; enable
families to be together if possible; and encourage integration into local
communities. Yet many of the UK government’s new proposals would
have the opposite effect, and place more demands on vulnerable
individuals and an overstretched system.
We welcome the promise of new safe regulated routes for people to be
provided with sanctuary in the UK, sponsored by individuals and
communities. We have long believed this to be a far better approach to
tackling dangerous channel crossings than ever more hostile policies. In
this, we glimpse seeds of hope.
Our churches continue to be enriched by the involvement of those who
have sought refuge in this country, and our experience is of people who
wish to contribute positively to British society. Our calling and
commitment is to keep loving our neighbours, and our heartfelt longing is
for our society’s approach to immigration to embody those values.”

A Rocha’s easy eco tips for JANUARY
Make ‘enjoying nature’ your priority.
From bird watching, to writing about or
drawing something that inspires you in
nature, growing your own fruit or veg or
visiting an area of outstanding natural
beauty in the UK - be sure to fall in love
with nature in a new way this year.

Keeping up with the vicar, part 160
Here are the Lectionary readings for December and January.  As we
move into Advent, Happy New church Year.  In the coming twelve
months there will be more of a focus on Matthew’s gospel.

The Advent readings from Isaiah aren’t the most comfortable (should they
be?).  Chapters 1-39 of Isaiah are full of criticism and moral outrage at
how badly Judah and Jerusalem have failed to keep their covenant with



God (just read chapter 1 to get the general flavour).  But there are these
few positive passages, a glimmer of hope, pointing to a coming Messiah,
despite the failings of the people, which gospel writers and the church
have usually taken to point to Jesus.  Maybe you could find half an hour
just to read through all the Isaiah passages in one go, and see what
picture they are forming.
We shouldn’t miss, though, that when they were written they cried out
against the corruption, injustice and lack of faith in the land at the time.
Do those voices speak just as clearly to us today?
January starts with the passage that we know as the Epiphany.  But
“epiphany” means “manifestation”, a showing of God to us, and in a sense
each week of January’s readings include epiphany moments.  The early
chapters of Matthew’s gospel are setting the scene: just who is this man
Jesus?

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching.  The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

OT Psalm Gospel NT
Dec 7th Isaiah 11:1-10 72:1-7, 18-19 Matthew 3:1-12 Romans 15:4-1
Advent 2

 14th Isaiah 35:1-10 146:5-10 Matthew 11:2-11 James 5:7-10
Advent 3

 21st Isaiah 7:10-16 80:1-7,17-19 Matthew 1:18-25 Romans 1:1-7
Advent 4

 28th Isaiah 63:7-9 148 Matthew 2:13-23 Hebrews 2:10-18

Jan 4th Isaiah 60:1-6 72 Matthew 2:1-12 Ephesians 3:1-12

 11th Isaiah 42:1-9 29 Matthew 3:13-17 Acts 10:34-43

 18th Isaiah 49:1-7 40:1-11 John 1:29-42 1 Cor 1:1-9

 25th Isaiah 9:1-4 27:1, 4-9 Matthew 4:12-23 1 Cor 1:10-18
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Deadline for contributions
for the February edition is

15th January,
but do feel free to send material

any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson

email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you to everybody who

has contributed so much to this edition.


