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News and views from Redland Park &
New Brunswick United Reformed Churches




Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett

Dear friends,

At the beginning of June, we had a
wonderful multicultural celebrating of
Pentecost. It was Redland Park together
with The Bristol Korean Church and the
Zimbabwean Reformed Church. The ZRC
also meets at Redland Park on a Sunday.
We worshipped in English, Korean and
Shona (one of the languages of Zimbabwe).
It was such a fitting way to celebrate
Pentecost. At one and the same time we
had unity and also diversity.

That is very much how | read the story of Pentecost. Acts 2.1-21 can be
very much read as the birthday of the church. It is that. But it also says
something about the nature of the church. There is very much a common
identity and purpose. They are clearly united in the experience of Christ
and the Holy Spirit. At the same time, they recognise the diversity around
them. As the disciples, now the apostles, rush out from the room in which
they have been gathered, the crowds in Jerusalem, who have come from
around the ancient world, wonder how it is that they can all understand
what is being said in their own languages. This unity with diversity
becomes a common theme throughout the Book of Acts. To be fair,
coping with both is never an easy and straightforward experience. Many
of the stories in the Book of Acts reveal where, when and how these
tensions emerge. But they also demonstrate how they are lovingly
worked through.

The fact that we are able to have such wonderful multicultural services at
Redland Park comes down to the experience of that first Pentecost. Not
only was that the birthday of the church, but it was also the beginning of
the mission of the church. That sense of outward movement came into
being on that occasion. The church has always sought to move outwards
ever since. It wasn’t an outward movement in the sense of an empire. It
was just wanting to share Good News from the experience of a God of
love. That has got to be quite unique in terms of human history.



| hope that you all have a great summer. If and when you travel it might
be worth trying to spot as many churches as you can. If you are able, try
to find out something of the history of how they came to be there. We
can all trace our history back to that time in Jerusalem.

See you in the autumn!
Dougie

Organ news from Martyn Steel

The organ Redland Park was built by
‘Father Henry Willis,” a builder of many
fine organs in Britain; the Albert Hall
organ to name but one. It’s been in the
church for nearly seventy years. John
Turner tells me that 2027 will mark the
70t anniversary of the inaugural recital.

And, as sometimes happens with 70 year olds, part of it is in bad shape.

It's a section which is difficult to get to and hence the amount of time
required to carry out the repairs. | won’t go into details but suffice to say
that it involves leather work which has perished over the years and which
is in pressing need of replacement.

Our regular tuning company, Clevedon Organs will be carrying out the
work, staring in the first week of July and ending in mid-August. This time
was chosen as being the most convenient to tackle the job. Organ Treats
Recitals are suspended for that period and a new series ready to go on a
refurbished instrument in September.

What are the implications for us all at Redland Park? Well, a good deal of
pipe work will be removed and although the organ will still be playable in
part, it is not known to what extent. This will only become evident when
the work has started.

The organ will not be silenced so | shall see what | can do. We always
have use of the piano. For the six weeks of work there will certainly be
music and accompaniment in church as usual.



Worship details
... at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

July gth
13t
20t
27t

August 3
10th
17t
24t
31st

Rev Dougie Burnett, including Communion
Angus Gregson

Rev Dougie Burnett

Rev Dougie Burnett

Rev Sam Hackett

Rev Michael Docker

Les Fry and Redland Park Elders

Rev Sue Cossey

Angus Gregson

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom

July 13t
27th
August 10t
24th

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777 passcode 087103

Joseph - How God builds character
Dreams, vision and discretion

Leaving your dream with God
Sexual purity - when all else fails, run!

The integrity of a servant



arocha.org.uk/plastic-summer
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2024/04/environmentally-friendly-gardening-10-toptips
arocha.org.uk/ideasto-enjoy-nature/

... and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.
July 6™ Les Fry

13t Rev Dougie Burnett, including Communion
20t Sue Thorne
27t Barb and Rick Kirby

August 3 to be advised
10t Rev Sue Cossey, including Communion
17t Angus Gregson
24" Rev Jenny Low

31%t  to be advised

A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips for JULY - Plastic Free July

This is a great opportunity to review where you might be able to reduce
single-use plastics in your life. Being part of Plastic Free July will help
you find great alternatives that can become new habits forever.

Paying attention to what we consume and its effect on God’s earth, can

lead us not into guilt, but into action and prayerful determination to see

change where it’s possible. Read more about the effects of plastic at
arocha.org.uk/plastic-summer

...and AUGUST
Private gardens, churchyards and other outdoor spaces can make a
significant contribution to nature. We can take action to care for plants,
wildlife and soil in the places where we live and around our churches.
Caring for the earth was the first instruction God gave to humans. This
doesn’t mean we all need to be professional gardeners, but perhaps try
to learn one new thing this month that you can do for a garden space.
Read more about nature-friendly gardening at
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2024/04/environmentally-friendly-gardening-10-toptips



arocha.org.uk/plastic-summer
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2024/04/environmentally-friendly-gardening-10-toptips
arocha.org.uk/ideasto-enjoy-nature/

Other dates...

... at Redland Park

Juy  Wed 2nd
Sun 27t

Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Church meeting at midday

... and every Thursday, coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till 12,

except on July 3.

... at New Brunswick

July  Tue 1%
Fri 4t

Sun 6t

Sun 13th

Mon 21st

Thu 24t
Sat 26t

August Tue 5t

Mon 18t

Sat 30t

Joint Churches prayer meeting at Kingsholm 7.30 p.m.
Southmead quiz at 7 p.m.

Joint Southmead Churches Celebration Service, hosted
by St Stephens at 3 p.m. Hopefully if the weather is
good it will be held outside. The service will be followed
by a time of shared refreshments and social time.

Pentecostal Church are holding a Celebration
afternoon to celebrate that the church has been on its
present site for 60 years.

Tea at 4 p.m. will be followed by a special service at
6.30 p.m. at which Rev lan Thornley will be the speaker.

Prayer praise and bible study at 7.30 p.m. Psalm 23 -
The Lord restores my soul.

Church meeting at 7.30 p.m.

Southmead Festival at the Greenway Centre from
llam.to4 p.m.

Joint Churches prayer meeting at Pentecostal Holiness
Church 7.30 p.m.

Prayer praise and bible study at 7.30 p.m. Psalm 23 -
The Lord guides me.

Craft fair at Greenway Centre, 12 - 3 p.m.



People news...

... from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake
We congratulate Natalie passing her Driving Test. Well Done Nat! May you
know many happy years of motoring.

Anita, Roger, Paul and the family are still very much in our thoughts and
prayers. We ask God to minister to them all as their need requires. Asking
for peace, healing and comfort.

It is good to hear that Angie is making better progress. Although every

time her medication is reduced it brings new problems. We thank God
that Angie still remains positive and in ‘fighting spirit’ and that her faith
does not waiver.

We uphold Liz in our prayers at this time as she is not feeling as well as she
would like. Asking God for Him to lay His healing hands on her.

Jen S continues to be in our thoughts and prayers. Hopefully by the time
you are reading this she will have undergone another operation and will
be on the road to recovery. May God be with her at this time.

At this time of year many of our folk are going on holiday. For those
planning a break away we pray they will have a time of rest and relaxation.
If visiting relations we hope they will enjoy sharing together. Some friends
may be spending the summer months ‘At home’, perhaps having a day
trip here and there or experiencing some of the places around Bristol,
enjoying places like the Downs, Blaise Castle or visiting some of the
attractions such as SS Great Britain or the Harbourside.

There may be those of you who will just enjoy sitting in the garden with a
good book and watching God’s creation. However you spend the coming
weeks may they be a time of reflection and resting in God’s peace.

Happy holidays to you all!!

CELEBRATIONS!
We will be thinking of all those who will be celebrating in the next couple
of months.
July 215t Delwyn 27t Carol
August 4t Brenda 23 Karl 30t Wenda and Reece

May all these folk enjoy their special days.
We pray God will bless them all in the coming year.



. and from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We think of Jane Rogers, currently in the BRI awaiting an operation and
we pray for a successful outcome. [Ed: She’s had it now, and it seems to
have been a great success.] Jess and Deniz are being very supportive and
members of the church and other friends and family are visiting.

We continue to pray for our friends in Redland Park who are unable to
come to church at present, including Peter and Anna Ambrose being
looked after at home, and David and Viv Hayden no longer driving but
getting out locally. We pray for a good recovery for Christine Johnson,
involved in a car crash some time ago but having to wear a metal neck
collar for several weeks.

It was good to see Florence and Lewis Manyika at our Pentecost Service
recently, as well as the Zimbabwe and Korean churches.

We think of Sheila Smart who is getting frailer but enjoys visits, and
always wishes to be remembered to everyone, and it was good to see
Teame Mebrahtu in church again recently. He will be back to his
daughter’s for further medical treatment shortly.

Suzie Atkins had some time at home but has now moved from the Bristol
Heart Institute back to Harefield Hospital to wait for a new heart. We
send our prayers for her. We pray for Jane Beazer too, still needing
treatment but supporting her daughter and grandson, Seb.

We pray for all our young people finishing exams at the moment and
planning for their futures. We also pray for some of our locals who come
to our coffee mornings for social connection and a chat, and who
appreciate this outreach.

We also congratulate Adam, our premises manager, who now has a
similar job with St Thomas’ Church in Wells, but continues to look after
Redland Park and the lets.

Many of our members will be taking holidays in July and August, some on
this land mass, others further away and some on the other side of the
world, and we wish them all a very happy time.There are other members
and friends with health issues at present and we pray for them all, and for
those of our friends in nursing homes or care homes and unable to come



to church. We thank all our Technical Team who provide the means for
everyone unable to come to church to log onto zoom on a Sunday
morning.

RP May church meeting - a summary from Les Fry
29 members and Dougie met on May 18™, receiving several reports of
illness, hospitalisation and educational examinations across the church
family. All were remembered in prayer.

There was unanimous praise for the high quality of this year’s Lent
Conversations and for the energetic fellowship of the Church Saturday at
Barton Camp. It is hoped that this spirit will be maintained at the visit to
The Wave on July 12t

Saturday Organ Treats continue to be well supported and this year’s well
supported Christian Aid event generated £652.

On property issues, we look forward to conversations with Diane Phillips
of Synod about the sale of Hurle Road and the Manse, and good news was
shared about the pending sale of Broad Plain (Riverside) which will allow
the Highbury Trustees to begin to administer grants.

The Climate Justice Group continues to survey the local wildlife and
members' methods of travelling to and from Redland Park.

The July Church Meeting will now take place on July 27% and not on the
20t as previously planned.

Christian Aid

Thanks again to everyone who helped at the RP
Christian Aid Fair, at Big Brekkie and in delivering
envelopes around the area. Altogether we raised
£719.57 from the Fair and some envelopes which
came back to church, plus £185 from Big Brekkie. This is an excellent
result from Redland Park and will be much appreciated by Christian Aid
for all the work they do around the world. from Carol Fry




A day at Puxton Park from Brenda Drake

The first Bank Holiday in May saw the members of 3rd Bristol Girls’
Brigade join with other girls and some families from the Bristol District on
a trip to Puxton Park.

We only have three girls at this present time so it was good for them to
see that they belong to a much bigger organisation.

We gathered at the church just before 9 a.m. for the trip to Puxton. Brr!
Was it chilly? | personally was glad | had worn my GB fleece. We arrived
at the venue, as instructed, by 9.45 a.m. When we had all gathered we
were shown to a room where we could leave bags etc. and where we
could start the day with an act of praise. This was led by Carolyn Morton
who accompanied us on her guitar!

Then it was time to explore all the things
that were on offer! Bouncy Pillows, Train
Ride, Swings, animals and a very
interesting Maze. At lunchtime we all (60
plus) met again in the upper room where
we had our picnic lunch together. This
was supposed to be an outdoor picnic but
folk were so cold it was decided to eat
inside. It wasn’t so bad for the girls who
were running around and enjoying the
activities but for those standing and
watching it was not quite the same.

| think the ‘highlight’ of the day for most
of the girls was the High Rope activity.
This meant being harnessed and walking
around on high planks of wood holding on to ropes. We left this act|V|ty
to the end as there was always a queue when we passed. Even so we did
gueue for some 45 minutes at the end of the day.

They say that ‘Every day is a school day’ and for me | learnt a lot about
‘Hero Rats!” If you want to know more just ask me the next time you see
me.



We departed the event at 4.30 and made our way home. The girls (and
leaders) were tired but happy having had such a nice day. New friends
were made and a feeling of belonging was very apparent.

We wonder where next year’s adventure will be? We look forward to
another great day.

Church in Society from Carol Fry

Redland Park members have many calls on their money, and already in
2025 we have raised money for Church Action on Poverty with a special
collection after a church service in March, for Christian Aid with a Fair and
envelope delivery in May, and Big Brekkie in June. We also have a church
charity, and this year it is Changing Tunes, a charity dedicated to helping
rehabilitate prisoners to live an honest life after release with music, so we
wish to do some fund-raising for them.

The next church outing is the visit to The Wave on 12t July, so the CiS
group would then like to invite everyone to a picnic on the Downs (if the
weather is good, a Bring and Share lunch if not) on Sunday 27t July, after
church meeting, when we will be glad to have some lunch! Details will be
circulated shortly.

A Christian response to 2025 international conflicts
RP 7 p.m. service, 8" June 2025 from Les Fry
Background
We sang Mission Praise 509 “O Lord, the clouds are gathering” whose title
summarises our natural response to the warfare over Gaza and Ukraine.
This is verse 2:
O Lord, over the nations now, where is the dove of peace?
Her wings are broken,
O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase,
Their bread is broken.
Overview
The world seems to be becoming an ever more scary place, leaving us
anxious, helpless and frustrated. Media images display warfare’s full



range from trench warfare through cyber intrusions to bombing from
distant drones, as military technology becomes more sophisticated, and
we ourselves feel more vulnerable.

The Government’s “Strategic Defence Review” reads as a plan for the UK
to fight a war with the need to build up our weapon stock and our
national resilience. Such a war almost certainly produces many innocent,
civilian victims. The cost of such preparation demands an increase in the
Defence Budget from 2.5% to 3% and even 5%, while the International Aid
Budget declines from 0.5% to 0.3%.

A christian response
Jesus commands us to “Love our enemies” and to “Turn the other cheek”.
But our faith demands that we promote peace and justice, with texts like:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”
Matthew 5v9

and  “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”
Romans 12v18

So we must respond - of course in fervent prayer - but also in expressing
our views to our Members of Parliament or International Embassies - |
hope that you feel inspired to act.

Questions to consider
*Are you alarmed by “Wars and Rumours of War”?
*Are we “War Ready” like Finland or Turkey?
*Dare we turn an international other cheek?
* How do we balance Aid budgets and Military budgets?
*Would a decision to stop buying Russian oil
accelerate the peace process?
*Would legislation to stop exporting weapon parts

to Israel accelerate the peace process?

Maybe your MP needs to be influenced by your opinions.

Action

Continue to pray for reconciliation and understanding, and for an end to
strife and humanitarian suffering, and to the coming of God’s Kingdom
where love conquers division and aggression.

Please express your views for publication in the next Recorder.


https://www.redlandparkurc.org/uploads/2/3/3/5/23355930/recorder_mar_24_to_read.pdf

Ukraine

A year and a half ago RP was happy to host a celebration of Ukrainian
culture. You can re-read the report of it here:
https://www.redlandparkurc.org/uploads/2/3/3/5/23355930/recorder_mar_24_to_read.pdf
(If you’re reading this online, just click on the link. If you have paper cop/es
| hope you’ve kept March 2024 edition.) - ey

Most of us are fortunate enough not to
feel what the Ukrainians who have fled
here have experienced.

In the M Shed there is currently (until 20t
July) a photographic exhibition of some
of the towns and villages that have
suffered from the Russian scorched earth ,
policy. Some villages have simply ceased to exist above ground level.

One of the sponsors of the exhibition, Ukraine Aid & Welfare, says, “This
exhibition is photographic evidence of what the ‘Russian world’ leaves
behind: no chance of survival. We need to talk about it, not only in
Ukraine but around the word. This ruination doesn’t only affect houses.
It is targeted towards the Ukrainian world, historical memory, and
thousands of people who find themselves with only the clothes on their
back.”

This morning (20t June) on the radio | heard a Russian MP saying that
Russia only targets military sites in Ukraine. He really needs to visit this
exhibition and be challenged again.

Redland Park and global warming

The climate Justice Group (amongst many other things) regularly check
the church garden to see what we’re encouraging to live there. In May |
spotted this (or to be honest, noticed it on the photo when | got home).

It’s a swollen-thighed beetle (thank you, Andy Grand). Apparently this is a

i N\ 7 B female as only males have big thighs (?!). It lives
Fii more commonly in southern Europe; southern UK is

) | the extreme northern limit of their range. At present.

| Is its presence another indicator of global warming?



https://www.redlandparkurc.org/uploads/2/3/3/5/23355930/recorder_mar_24_to_read.pdf

CHANGING is Redland Park’s chosen charity this year.
TUNES Dave Jones, its CEO, writes...

Our mission, work, and track-record: We help to reduce offending and
reoffending through rehabilitative music programmes with people in
prison, people who have been in prison and young people who are on the
edges of the youth justice system. We work in Alternative Provision
Schools, Secure Children's Homes, Young Offender Institutions, prisons,
and post-release. We have a strong track-record. Our work started in 1987
at HMP Bristol, where we still operate. Our post-release music service was
launched in 2000 in Bristol and has spread outwards since. Today we work
in 16 prisons in SW & SE England and the Midlands. We continue to support
participants in the community through our post-release music programmes
in Bristol, Exeter, Portsmouth, Birmingham, Stoke-on-Trent, and
Wolverhampton. Following successful pilot work with young people in
prison and young people at risk of offending, we launched our Young Voices
programme, in 2021. This supports improved life-chances for young people
in Secure Children’s Homes, Young Offender Institutions and Alternative
Provision Schools. We have further developed this work through a
diversionary project we are running in partnership with two youth charities,
BeXcellence and Urban Pursuits. This enables us to bring the benefits of our
work to young people in Bristol who are on the cusp of permanent
exclusion from school and in danger of getting caught up in criminality

We also run a record label that supports the w m
professional development of talented music P -
artists who have been in prison, or who are |
vulnerable to ending up there. This is a
practical response to help address barriers ?
that prevent participants from accessing the
music industry. It enables us to cultivate
positive pathways for participants who have the talent and drlve to develop
their careers as music artists.

Faith inspired: Our work has Christian origins and connections. Changing
Tunes was founded by the Rev. Richard Pendlebury, who initiated our
rehabilitative music work in partnership with the Chaplaincy at HMP
Bristol. We continue to work in partnership with prison Chaplaincies, and
with churches in the community who support our post-release work,



including as hosts of our sessions and concerts.

How did | get involved: | met Richard Pendlebury in Redland Park when
he was at an Exhibition in aid of Emmaus UK. He later went on to give me
one of my first jobs where | first came across Changing Tunes. Many years
later | then saw they were recruiting a CEO. As music is one of my big
passions in life it felt like it was meant to be.

Our impact: Our music programmes enacta = 7 &
Theory of Change, nurturing 'human and -
social capital' that supports desistance from f
crime and improved I|fe chances Our work |

(tailored to the needs, Iearnmg styles, I
strengths, and interests of participants), ---51 T
'trauma-informed' (facilitating therapeutic music-making W|th part|C|pants
affected by trauma) and long-term (ongoing support, in prison and post-
release). Over the past 3 years, our participant reoffending rate has been
5%. The reoffending rate for England and Wales is currently at 48% within
one year of release.

Participant feedback also reflects our impact. Here’s a recent statement
from one of our participants:

“Changing Tunes has been the best thing I’'ve done since being in prison. If
I’d had this course when | was young, | would never have been to jail. I've
completely changed my behaviour since starting Changing Tunes. Before, |
was the worst prisoner in the jail - down the bloc every week, assaulting
staff etc. My work in Changing Tunes has been the biggest part of my
rehabilitation and influenced my parole positively. I've been staying out of
trouble and turned everything around. | stay busy all week writing for the
sessions and avoid situations that could lead to violence.”

One of our church and Christian community partners says about our work:
“We are very glad to host Changing Tunes at St Mary’s, Handsworth. The
Changing Tunes Musician-mentors are always focused, energetic and
talented. They engage with their client group as equals. They encourage,
respect and share skills and they bring hope born of mutuality. We look to
be associated with this project for a long while to come —to stand with them
in the joys and challenges of the work they do.”

Rector of Handsworth in Birmingham.



A Forse to be reckoned with... from Martyn Steel

Some time ago | introduced the Rev. Edward J. G. Forse, to readers of the
‘Recorder’. | wrote then that | might re-visit this man at some point, so
here we are a few years on. [Ed: It was only last October, Martyn!]

CEREMONIAL curlosies  He kept copious notes as he tramped around

QuEER SiGHTS ..."SME. awcs | Western Europe and occasionally further afield.
s B R R ER S These notes became the book which was published
in 1937. The relatively slim volume has a rather
intriguing title, ‘Ceremonial Curiosities and Queer
Sights in Foreign Churches.” | say a relatively slim
volume especially considering his extensive sojourns
over a period of many years. He was obviously
e e i wie e @ditorially adroit to keep it concise, and yet still

Lol render sufficient interest for his readers to enjoy.

THE LOAD BLHOF OF WRNCHITTER

At the time of the book’s publication, he was senior incumbent of the
parish church in Bournemouth. How he got so much time off for touring
about | don’t know, but his book is a gem of its type with lots of
interesting information which could not easily be gleaned or Googled!
Much of the text is about quirky things he found interesting, amusing and
notable as he lurked behind and between pillars in various cathedrals,
churches, chapels and sanctuaries.

However, he does give way to more mundane things. What a youngish

friend of mine calls ‘life admin’ — the nitty-gritty that always accompanies

the more pleasurable aspects of daily living.

Forse also tells would-be hikers how to approach day-to-day survival in a
similar environment. He writes:
I always travel as light as possible. Toilet articles are inevitable, and a
pair of felt shoes for the evenings, but one change of underclothing is
usually sufficient. It costs very little to buy some cheap things abroad
when needed, and leave the dirty ones for the chamber-maid's young
man. It is silly to lug a lot of dirty clothes across a foreign land, and a
tramp cannot usually wait in one place while his clothes go to a laundry.
A stout stick is a handy thing at all times. Firearms are a foolish thing to
carry: they are never needed, they will probably lodge you in gaol if
used, they will arouse hostility if seen or suspected and are quite worth
stealing. Nor do I ever carry an umbrella. One often gets very wet;



sometimes wet to the skin. I have even walked over the mountains in a
soft falling rain all day. But I have never had rheumatism or caught a
cold from it.

There is not the least harm in getting wet to the skin provided one keeps
warm without intermission. I speak from thirty years' experience. When
I am really wet I drink a glass of wine or a cup of coffee at every village
or cottage I come to. Don't wait till you feel you need it. Take it in
advance as a prophylactic. And then walk fast, and work it off in
perspiration. When you come to the end of the day's march, take the
nearest tolerable inn, and don't stop to haggle about prices. Eat a
generous dinner, before you wash, as quick as you can get it served, and
drink a decent amount of red wine. Go to bed immediately you have
finished eating, if possible naked between the blankets. You will wake
in the morning as fresh as a daisy, without the least trace of stiffness or
malaise - unless the wine has given you a slight headache.

| hope you will agree that the good (and rather
eccentric) cleric gives some sound advice here if ever
we were to find ourselves in similar situations. His
cautionary words regarding the carrying of firearms
being | thought, particularly salient!

This is one of many ‘naive’ pen and ink illustrations
by Forse in his book, a self-portrait of him tramping
through forests and mountainous countryside.

This book has given much pleasure since finding it on
a dusty shelf in a second-hand bookshop at Hay-on-Wye. It’s the sort of
book | like to have on my bedside table because it’s ‘dippable’, and with
each chance dip | experience the palpable interest and enthusiasm of the
author.

A brief word about Hay-on-Wye. Well known for its literary festival, it is
equally or better known for books. Millions of them. If you enjoy
browsing in second-hand bookshops, put aside plenty of time here as it is
truly a bookworm’s mecca; but do visit alone or with a like-minded
person. | proffer this to readers as a matter of personal experience!

If the editor permits, there might be more of Mr Forse another time.
Well, there we are then.



A message from Christian Aid Btistian

The Restore campaign — Malawi a1Q

Malawi has been robbed of resources, unable to provide

basic services and left exposed to the climate crisis.

You can watch a short video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRkcmckVNuc

(If you’re reading this on a computer or phone, you can just click the link.)
The Malawi government has little choice but to borrow from greedy
private lenders, trapping Malawi in a cycle of debt, meaning children can't
go to school and hospitals are left unbuilt. But the UK Government is
uniquely placed to make lenders cancel debt, with 90% of debts owed by
low-income countries to private lenders governed by UK law.

Right now, the climate and debt crisesare trapping people in poverty.
“Our lives are at stake because of the government debts.”

The UK Government can act on poverty without costing the average UK

taxpayer. We're calling on the UK to make reckless polluters pay for

climate action and make greedy lenders cancel debts. Hope has

compelled us to stand up to injustice before.

Together we can harness the unstoppable power of hope again.

Join God’s work to restore creation and see the flourishing of all people.

Keeping up with the vicar, part 156

Here are the Lectionary readings for July and August in this bumper
summer holiday edition of the Recorder. Something to settle into now
that the nights are drawing in again.

Luke 9:51, which we read on 29t June, marks a turning point in Jesus’
gospel: he begins his journey to Jerusalem. It takes him 10 chapters (and
for us until November) to get there (19:41). On the way Jesus gives his
disciples some core teaching: about the level of commitment they’ll need
and the cost of being a disciple; about being a prayer-led community,
trusting in God to provide; of seeing God at work through foreigners
(which parable is that?) - teaching as relevant to our church now as then.

I'll be honest, the rest of this is largely copied from a previous edition,
because when | thought about what | was going to write, what stood out


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRkcmckVNuc

from these passages for me, | found they were largely the same points as
before. And they’re just as vital.

Having worked through Galatians, there’s a big focus on Colossians, a
beautifully succinct setting out of the heart of the gospel. Paul’s key point
is that it that our faith is the key, nothing else. If we’re rooted in Christ,
our faith will be strengthened and everything else will follow (2:6-7).

It’s a pity that the lectionary stops just short of the bit describing what we,
the church, would look like if we did that. Could we use Colossians 3:12-17
as a checklist for how our church is getting on in its faith journey?

Paul offers some tremendous prayers for these early churches. Have a
read through Colossians 1:9-12, for example, and then go back a book and
read Philippians 1: 9-11. Who could we, who should we, be praying that
for now? Why not take a moment today, and every day, to single out one
person in your mind and pray this for them?

The lectionary readings also miss out chapter 4 of Colossians. It’s largely
personalised greetings, but one verse struck me. It's that Epaphras is
“always wrestling in prayer for you” (4:12). Is that how we’d describe the
intensity of our prayers for others?

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.

oT Psalm Gospel NT
Jul 6™ Isaiah 66:10-14 66:1-9 Luke 10:1-11,16-20 Gal 6:1-16
13t Deut 30:9-14 25:1-10 Luke 10:25-37 Col 1:1-14
20t Gen 18:1-10a 15 Luke 10:38-4 Col 1:15-28
27" Gen 18:20-32 138 Luke 11:1-13 Col 2:6-19
Aug 3 Eccles. 1:2,12-14 49:1-12 Luke 12:13-21 Col 3:1-11
10t  Gen 15:1-6 33:12-22  Luke 12:32-40 Heb 11:1-3,8-16
17t Jer 23:23-39 82 Luke 12:49-56 Heb 11:29-12:2

24™ |saiah 58:9b-14 103:1-8 Luke 13:10-17 Heb 12:18-29
31t Prov 25:6-7 112 Luke 14:1,7-14 Heb 13:1-8,15-16


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRkcmckVNuc

Deadline for contributions for the

September edition is 15% August,

but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com
or by post to the Recorder at the Church
address at the bottom of this page.

Many thanks to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.
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