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Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett
Dear friends,

Building on the sequence of the past few Vestry B4
Vibes, we move onto Pentecost and the season
of Pentecost.

That period from Easter to Pentecost must have =
some of the most dramatic days that the
disciples had ever experienced in their lives.
Their whole understanding of the world must
have shifted dramatically. They had seen and
experienced events that would have otherwise
been beyond their imagination. The resurrection was something that was
utterly unique. As for the Holy Spirit, that was well known as a reality of
God from within the pages of the Hebrew scriptures. But for them to
experience it, as a dove, as wind and fire must have been a particular new
intensity. It certainly brought about that sense of outward movement,
and that sense of communication with other nations, peoples and
languages. But then life drifted back more into a “new normal.” | dare
say some reflected on those early days, and longed for them once again.
Except that new reality was still with them. When they met and prayed
and worshipped, all of that was still true. It happened when they walked
the Way of Christ. Christians were known as the people of the Way, long
before they were known as Christians. So the story continued, all the way
through the Book of Acts and beyond.

It is the same for us now. In the past few Vestry Vibes | have reflected on
the Quiet Revival report. It was a disappointment to many when the
report was withdrawn, as some flawed date had been identified. Yet,
beyond that one survey there is a much wider sense that we are seeing a
real culture shift towards a greater sense of the importance of God to
everyday life. | believe that there is a shift going on. So, as with the
earliest church, we continue to venture out in mission, sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Deep down there is that same sense about the truth
of Christ, dead and risen, and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Things
at times might seem mundane and ordinary, but the world really did



change through the resurrection and that we seek to make known
whether it seems popular or not.

Come, Holy Spirit, our souls inspire!
Dougie

World Day of Prayer

United in Prayer for Justice and
Peace Centennial 1927 - 2027

Calling all you sewers (or should that be sew-ers?)

World Day of Prayer Centennial wall hanging

It is planned to make a wall hanging made up of individual squares sewn
together to celebrate the World Day of Prayer centenary in 2027.

Each square will represent a country which has been, or will be, the focus
of a World Day of Prayer service.

If you enjoy crafts you are invited to make a square to represent a country
of your choice. Packs will be available and also some materials, fabric,
ribbon, threads etc.

Ask any of the World Day of Prayer committee (e.g. Ann Neugebauer or
Helen Grand), who will give you a pack, with a blank square and
instructions, or Carol Fry will have details. You can choose a country from
the list and e-mail Sally on sjlh37@gmail.com to find out if it is available.

If someone has already reserved it she will inform you and you can choose
another. All Squares must be completed by 315t December 2026.




Worship details
... at Redland Park

Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)
June 7 Rev Helena McKinnon, including communion

14t Rev Sam Hackett

215t Rev Helena McKinnon

28" Congregation led, Church Action on Poverty
Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

or, if you're reading this online, just click on
htts://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjcSNHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We’re continuing to think about forgiveness.

June 14t & 28t
Zoom login: 8154053 7777  passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings:
Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

... and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

June 7" Wendy Magee
14t Angus Gregson, including communion
21t Brenda Drake and Bruce Kent

28t Brenda Isherwood




Other dates...

... at Redland Park

June Wed 3™ Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Sun 7™ Youth group 4.30 p.m.

Wednesdays: student doughnuts 3.45 - 4.30 p.m. - see Les Fry

Thursdays:  coffee morning in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till
12.00 p.m. -see Carol Fry

... at (and around) New Brunswick

June Tue 2" Joint Churches prayer meeting at New Brunswick
at 7.30 p.m.

Sun 7™ Fellowship lunch after worship - proceeds raised will be
sent to Christian Aid

Mon 15% Bible study and prayer at 7.30 p.m. followed by cake.
We continue looking at the Beatitudes - Showing mercy.

Fri 19% Southmead quiz night at 7 p.m.

Sun 21t Songs of Praise at the Greenway Centre, 3.00-4.30 p.m.

Sat 27™ Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway
Centre from noon - 3 p.m.

Advance date ...

July Sat 25th  Southmead Festival - ‘Southmead-on-Sea’
held at the Greenway Centre and grounds.
The Craft Fair will run alongside this event.




People news
... from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake

We continue to uphold in prayer those who mourn. Thinking especially
the family and friends of Liz.

Although not from our fellowship we think of Frances at the Pentecostal
Church. A good friend and a great supporter of Joint Southmead churches
events. We uphold her to God asking Him to lay His healing hands on her
as she continues to undergo treatment. May she be assured of our
prayers, support and understanding as she steps back from some of her
involvement in meetings etc.

We still uphold Angie in our prayers for her continued return to better
health. May Wenda also be assured of our continued thoughts and
prayers.

Birthdays in June

Several of our fellowship and friends will be celebrating birthdays during
June. We send warm congratulations and God’s blessings to....

6th Pat, ot pamela, 20t Julie, 27t JenS.

... and from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We pray for Anne and John Neugebauer who both have health issues at
present, which is why we haven’t seen them for a few Sundays. John
has ongoing back problems and Anne with neck and shoulder problems
- both having treatment and we wish them a speedy recovery.

A visit to Jane Rogers by Les Fry with flowers and card was to thank her
for her years of support to the Highbury Trust and Broad Plain, her legal
help has always been of great assistance.

Mintae Shin and Minjae Huang returned to South Korean last year
because of their work situation, but we were pleased to hear that
Minjae was recently awarded her PhD. Congratulations to her. They
miss Redland Park but we hope that all will go well for them.


ukpoms.org.uk
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/churches-count-on-nature/
beewalk.org.uk

Rev Neil Thorogood, minister of Trinity-Henleaze URC, begins his year as
Moderator of General Assembly, and we wish him well, and pray for him
and his wife and their congregation, in this special time. The church will
be supported by the newly-ordained Rachel Leach as non-stipendiary
Minister.

There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all. Brian and Wendy Day are making a slow recovery
and able to come to church online.

David and Viv Hayden also come to church online, and are both managing
reasonably well at home, with support from family and friends, and they
appreciate visitors from church.

We think of Peter and Anna Ambrose, Lewis Manyika, Audrey Bryant
and all those of our friends in nursing homes or care homes and unable to
come to church. We are grateful to all our Technical Team who provide
the means for everyone unable to come to church to log onto zoom on a
Sunday morning.

Once again, we wish God speed to Dougie as he goes off to South Korea
and Spain for his sabbatical with study, pilgrimage then a holiday in
August.

Please pray for peace in Iran, the Middle East, parts of Africa, and for all
countries experiencing wars and conflicts, famines and diseases. Pray for
everyone suffering from poverty, climate change and oppression.

A Rocha Eco tips for JUNE

Take part in citizen science or a local nature event. Citizen science is a

way for ordinary people to get involved in scientific research or data

collection. There are many projects to choose from and it’s easy to make

a contribution. Invite others to get involved with you too. Here are some

projects that you could help with:

Spend ten minutes counting pollinators: ukpoms.org.uk

Join in with Churches Count on Nature (6- 14th June):
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/churches-count-on-nature/

Do a Bee Walk: beewalk.org.uk Join Great Big Green Week



ukpoms.org.uk
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/churches-count-on-nature/
beewalk.org.uk

What'’s been happening?

The lengths people will go to...

Redland Park’s main ‘home’ charity
this year is Changing Tunes. (You
can read more about its work in
the July/August 2025 bumper
holiday edition of the Recorder -
still available via the RP website.)
. Dave Jones, the CEO, recently ran
. the London Marathon with two of
the other trustees to raise money
for the charity. Dave said that he
. was disappointed with his time but
glad he's done it and will never
have to do it again! What he didn’t say was that running a marathon is a
lot easier than bringing up 4 daughters!

New Brunswick URC - church meeting 16" April 2026

The meeting began acknowledging the deaths of Liz Whitchurch and Rose
Pope. Prayers were said for these two lovely ladies and their families.

The meeting was delighted to hear that the two kitchens are now finished,
and all the items can be put back in place. They look wonderful and we
can’t wait to make use of them starting with a fellowship lunch in June.
While the kitchen works were happening, Chris Jelfs was able to complete
some small jobs around the church. It was decided to have a Spring Clean.

Talks are progressing at the possibility of hosting a Dementia Café in the
church. This could happen once a month to begin with. We continue to
work with the Bristol Dementia Action Alliance to take this forward.

We continue to maintain contact with those who are unable to attend
church in person now, Angie, Wenda and Mary.

We have our AGM soon and we were reminded by a member that
although we are a small group of members, we should not assume that
anyone would like to stay in a position that they have been holding for the
last few years, so it was agreed that all post holders would be asked and
given the opportunity to stand down.



CHRISTIAN AID
from Carol Fry

Thank you to everyone who delivered
donation envelopes around the
church, roads we have been covering
for many years. Labels were attached
so that people can return the
envelopes to Redland Park, or transfer donations online — a popular way
of paying these days with less cash being carried.

Our Christian Aid Fair took place on Saturday 16" May, and we are
grateful to everyone who turned up to help, including Adam who
brought all the books up from the undercroft, and tables down from the
upper landing.

Setting up from 9.00 a.m., we sold a lot of books, plants, bric a brac, etc,
and the Korean dumplings and chicken in soy sauce were very popular.
Jooin and Jayu continued to cook and sell long after we had retreated
inside. The weather wasn’t as good as we sometimes enjoy, and
showers brought the fair to a close a little earlier than usual, and things
had become a little more complicated by a leak and flood in the ladies
toilets. This was managed by two Mrs Mops, with an emergency
plumber coming out to diagnose and close off the water. DynoRod were
then booked for the Monday morning and the toilets are now back in
action! Phew!

Despite all this, we raised nearly £380 for Christian Aid. Thanks to
everyone who helps with the envelope delivery and with the Fair; we
couldn’t do it without you.

Since 1957, Christian Aid Week has brought faith and action together to
help families survive poverty and violence, and communities rebuild
after crisis. This is all thanks to the amazing support of churches,
communities and individuals who choose to walk, run, bake, cook
Korean dumplings, dance, make, and do whatever it takes to help make
lasting change. What can we do extra next year to mark 70 years since
Christian Aid Week began?



Broad Plain House (Highbury Mission) from Les Fry

All of the Trustees of this charity are members of Redland Park URC,
except for Annie Manuel, the long term Treasurer, who was a member of
our church while she lived in Bristol.

The Charity is committed to the support and nurture of young people and
their activities in the City of Bristol. We are no longer providing youth
work ourselves but are using the interest on the funds gathered by the
sale of the Knowle West premises to offer financial grants to local
organisations.

For 2026/7, the grants have been awarded as follows:

Bristol Children’s Help Society (Barton Camp) £10,000.

To provide three weekend camps for groups of 15 and 16 year old
students from Bridge Learning Campus to develop learning and
professional skills geared to “Living Wholeheartedly.”

Broad Plain Boxing Club £8000
To maintain fitness and boxing training on three evenings per week in an
inner city community, developing personal skills, and offering mentoring.

Changing Tunes £10,000
To develop an additional “Young Voices Programme” within a Bristol Pupil
Referral Unit and enhance self esteem through music making.

Individual student £2000
To support the learning and development of an inner city teenager at a
special school in a rural environment.

Trymwood Studios £10,000

To offer additional opportunities for creative expression across a range of
ages to further nurture a genuine love of art and nature, contributing to
their overall happiness.

We will monitor the work being achieved throughout the year and bring
updates to Church Meetings and through the Recorder.

Please maintain these schemes in your prayers, a very positive part of
Redland Park URC’s outreach.



New Redland Park Vision, part 4 from Les Fry

All of the five core working groups continue to discuss the core values of
our church and to progress their confirmed initiatives.

Through fellowship lunches the WORSHIP Group are celebrating the
diversity of worship practice that they have experienced personally, and
considering how these may enrich Redland Park as we seek to “Love the
Lord Your God with all of your heart and soul and mind.” Initial impacts
include:

® Increased lay leadership and witness will be explored through Cafe
Style worship, and with Elders regularly leading prayers of
intercession, with support if requested.

e The Music in Worship element of Sunday mornings will consistently
follow the sermon, offering greater reflective time.

e To facilitate a calm start to our worship, a candle will be lit to prepare
the congregation for the entry of the Bible.

e A worship workshop is planned as part of our September Barton Camp
day making use of material from “Stepwise” and “Wholly Worship.”

The PASTORAL Group seeking to encourage us all to “Love your
neighbour as yourself” has maintained its programme of consistent
contact across the congregation, including the warm welcomes on
Sunday mornings and at Thursday Coffee Morning, messages and cards.

The FINANCE and PROPERTY Working Group enjoyed a detailed
Saturday morning at New Brunswick URC seeking to maximise our
resources by agreeing future initiatives so that “All the believers were
one in heart and mind.”

An action plan is now being fully prepared to ensure that we make best
use of, and maintain our tremendous premises in such a strong location,
as well as investigating further funding sources and managing our
current funds and income.

/cont...



The CLIMATE CHANGE Group’s determination that we care for the
natural environment has resulted in a clear initiative that we change our
Bank account to a more ethically appropriate provider, as well as seeking
additional sources for cycle staples through Life Cycle - activities that will
enable everybody to fulfil Jesus’ offer that “I have come that you may
have life, life in all its fullness,”

Fresh outreach from the YOUNG PEOPLES’ Group has included
contacting other local churches with youth groups with a view to shared
activities, the planning of a summer family event and a relaunch of the
Youth Group on 7t June.

If we truly seek to “Love your neighbour as yourself” all members of the
Redland Park family are asked to contribute to future meetings and to
pray for all of our Redland Park young people and for further support for
the current small number of adult leaders.

As always, more details of all of this work will be shared both informally,
at our Church Meetings and in the Recorder

Thank you to everybody who is participating in these groups and
everybody who is praying for guidance for this vision for Redland Park’s
future.

Coming up...
Please come to the
Redland Park Garden Party
from 3.00 - 5.00 p.m.
on Sunday 14 June 2026
in the garden at Cheriton,
117 Eastfield Road,
Westbury on Trym BS9 4AN
(Thanks to Hannah and Daniel Hirsch)
Donations, please, to hurch charities.

If you need a lift, see Carol Fry.




Reflection

Hi everyone. My name is Rick Kirby and | am a Christian poet from
Whitchurch. (Rick sometimes leads worship at New Brunswick.) It’s nice to
share my vision with you. | wrote this poem because | felt motivated to
honour our brothers and sisters who faithfully serve the Lord all around
the world. | felt that it was about time their efforts were highlighted and
the work of our God’s church given some positive press. Several churches
in Bristol are displaying the poem in their lobbies, coffee bars, or in their
weekly publications as a reflection, to inform readers of the vast amount
of wonderful work being done to help others and bring glory to God.

| borrowed the refrain “These are the days” from Paul Simon’s song lyrics,
“These are the days of miracle and wonder.” | hope you enjoy the poem
and maybe feel inspired to share His love.

WHAT DO CHRISTIANS DO ?

These are the days of Christian Agriculturalists
Living and working with the indigenous, impoverished
Striving to improve, types of crops and irrigation
Living by their faith and, The “Bride of Christ” donations

These are the days of Christian doctors and nurses
Serving their Redeemer, far away from homes and families
Working with the minimum, equipment, beds and medicine

Delivering life saving care, from hospitals and missions

These are the days of Christian Educationalists
Teaching facts and figures, in a dozen different languages
Nurturing potential of the young and old around the world

Sowing seeds, inspiring dreams, practical and spiritual

These are the days of Christian Civil Engineers
Architects and builders, working for their Saviour
Building the impossible from visions, bricks and mortar
Constructing schools and hospitals, by gifts from Christian sponsors

These are the days, when all the world should celebrate
The unsung Christian heroes, who make the world a better place
The servants of a living God, who really make a difference
And we can do the same by using, all the gifts God’s given us Tear



Partner with us in prayer for justice -I- fll d
from Tear Fund eqr n

Let’s pray to God together for justice at a local, national and global level
to dismantle the root causes of poverty.

As followers of Jesus, God calls us to speak up and defend the rights of
people living in poverty (Proverbs 31:9). Tearfund’s advocacy work does
this by getting to the heart of the systemic issues that cause poverty,
directly supporting our programmes with local churches and
communities.

Another way we can advocate for others is through intercessory prayer.
(Tear Fund suggests 7 areas for prayer. We’ll feature one each month.)

Pray for the climate

The climate crisis is one of the most challenging issues of our time, with
devastating impacts on communities living in poverty. If you're reading
the e-version of the Recorder you can also acess a PDF and audio prayer
guide by clicking on this link...

www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice/praying-
for-our-climate-resource

e Pray that each of us would be open to the ways God asks us to take
action. May we be part of the change that is required to tackle
climate change and protect those most affected by it.

e Pray for world leaders — that they would make decisions to protect
our planet and ensure a flourishing future for all. May they take
every opportunity to fight for the ambitious targets we need.

e Pray that the church globally continues to support communities
experiencing the worst effects of the climate crisis — through
transforming wealth, power and communities for a flourishing world.


www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice/praying-for-our-climate-resource
www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice/praying-for-our-climate-resource

From Clifton to Cheddar via Glasgow! from Martyn Steel

Somewhere tantalisingly near to our church, a well-known poet of the 19t
century was born. The research | undertook led me to Clifton as the place
of birth, but with no more specifics. 14™June 1837 marked his birthday
and just six days afterwards Victoria acquired an ‘R’. His parents gave him
‘Chatterton’ as a middle name in honour of Thomas Chatterton, the
Bristol born poet who tragically took his own life at the tender age of 17.

Of whom am | writing? Some may have already
guessed with the name Chatterton being
mentioned. William Chatterdon Dix (1837-1898),
who in an age of prolific hymn writing by clergy,
was one of a few lay people who wrote for the
church.

Rejoice and Sing is a hymn book | have never
really warmed to, reasons for which | neither
have the time nor the inclination to address now
but would gladly explain myself if asked. It has
three of Dix’s numerous hymns: 170 - What ] _
Child is this, 184 - As with Gladness and 53 - To  William Chatterton Dix
thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise. The hymn apart from ‘As with Gladness’
| most expected to see was Alleluia sing to Jesus. Not a sign of it to my
utter amazement. Another black mark for that hymn book, especially as it
is one of my favourites!

Recently, | was wandering around Cheddar taking photographs. | walked
down through the Gorge ‘snapping away’ and ended up in the churchyard
of St Andrew’s Parish Church. When the opportunity presents itself, |
enjoy strolling through an English country churchyard, savouring its
tranquillity, the sounds of crows cawing and wood pigeons cooing. These
spaces are good for my blood pressure and offer a precious time of quiet
reflection.

As | walked, | noted the names and ages on the tombstones. | heard once
that J.K.Rowling had done a similar thing and had used some of the names
she found in her Harry Potter books. By chance | came across a gravestone
with several names engraved on it and with William Chatterton Dix at its
head. Could this be the hymn writer and poet | thought? | only had to


www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice/praying-for-our-climate-resource
www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice/praying-for-our-climate-resource

enter the church to have my query affirmed. There was a leaflet on a table
at the entrance with a short biography.

| recalled a similar experience a month before when visiting the
churchyard at Publow, Somerset but needed no affirmation. | had
stumbled on the resting place of Acker Bilk the famous clarinettist. A
modest grave in a shaded quiet corner.

Finding Dix’s gravestone prompted a
further question: why were there several
other names on the same stone?

M CHATTER
The church biographical leaflet gave the _ “fg‘;_:::;‘” '
answer. A large tree near the original stone | . JULIET. DIX
. . . . E ; :
fell, demolishing the original stone and o aRDE LRI,
. 3 BERTHA LEWIS
that of some family members. It was . MARY LEWIS

JOSEPH HILL
ELSIE HILL

decided that rather than carve new stones
for those destroyed it would be easier to
have just one stone with all the names on
it. A memorial plaque to Dix can also be
found in St Mary Redcliffe, a stone’s throw
from the school that Thomas Chatterton
attended.

After his years of study at Bristol Grammar School, Dix married in
Westbury on Trym and moved to Glasgow, where he spent most of his life
successfully employed in Marine Insurance and looking after eight
children with his wife Juliet.

How he ended up in Cheddar | am not too sure. Dix wrote more than 200
poems and hymns, many of them to do with Christmastide. With Trinity
Sunday on 31t May | thought the last verse of his poem To the Blessed
Trinity might be appropriate place to conclude:

Blessing, honour, might and praise for evermore

To Thee Whom the Angel-cohorts, with their faces veil’d adore:
From Thrones, from Powers, Dominions all praise to Thee be sent,
The Father, the Son, the Spirit, Eternal, Omnipotent’.



UN backs historic climate crisis ruling

The UN has voted 141-8 to adopt a resolution backing a world court
opinion that countries have a legal obligation to address climate change,
with the US among the small group opposing it. The UN secretary general,
Antdnio Guterres, said the general assembly vote underscored that
governments are responsible for protecting citizens from the “escalating
climate crisis”. The US - the world’s biggest historical emitter - joined
Saudi Arabia, Russia, Israel, Iran, Yemen, Liberia and Belarus in opposing it.

The resolution, brought by the Pacific island Vanuatu, affirms a July 2025
advisory opinion by the International Court of Justice that states are
obligated to reduce fossil fuel use and tackle global warming.

For decades, Pacific nations have watched their homelands slowly
disappear. In Tuvalu, another Pacific island state, where the average
elevation is just 2 metres above sea level, more than a third of the
population has applied for a climate migration visa to Australia. By 2100,
much of the country is projected to be underwater at high tide.

However...
US and Israel’s war on Iran is a disaster for the environment

...according to an analysis by the Climate and Community Institute that
finds the war is draining the global carbon budget faster than the 84
lowest emitting countries combined. As warplanes, drones and missiles
kill thousands of people and level infrastructure, the Middle East is
becoming an environmental disaster. “Every missile strike is another
downpayment on a hotter, more unstable planet; none of it makes
anyone safer,” said Patrick Bigger, co-author of the analysis. This war
shows, yet again, that the fastest way to supercharge the climate crisis is
to let fossil fuel interests dictate foreign policy.”

Destroyed buildings constitute the largest element of the estimated
carbon cost. The Iranian Red Crescent humanitarian organisation reported
that about 20,000 civilian buildings were damaged in the frist two weeks
of the conflict alone, the equivalent 2.4m tonnes of CO, emitted. And
then there’s the the bombing of fuel depots, the fuel, burned as bombers
fly from as far away as the UK, and the bombs and missiles
themselves.“This is not a war for security. It's a war for the political
economy of fossil fuels — and the people paying the price are Iranian
civilians and working-class communities around the world,” said Biggar.



Moving Stories from CfL Commitment
Baskets in Binga forh-ife
We've been supporting the Zubo Trust located in
Zimbabwe since as far back as 2019. The Zubo Trust operates in the

' Binga District of Matabeleland North.
' This amazing organisation promotes
and supports the needs of rural
women in the Zambezi Valley to
realise their full socio- economic
potential, making the most of their
naturally available resources.

This commitment to social enterprise also benefits children, men, and the
wider local community. Pictured are women making and selling their
beautifully designed and crafted Tonga palm baskets.

Commitment for Life has a mission to address poverty, especially in some
of the most exploited regions in the world. Pray as we work towards
sharing best practice in our common work for justice.

This is a piece written by a Norwegian Social Democrat, but it seems to
embody gospel values so I’ve included it here.

A hard thing to explain about social democracy
is that we WANT our taxes

to go to the "undeserving."

Not because we're naive.

Because it works.

Healthy people cost less.
Educated people contribute more.
Housed people are more stable.

The "undeserving"
are actually pretty good investments.

But the main point is that
in a healthy society there
are no "undeserving".

There are just people.




Keeping up with the vicar, part 165

Here are the Lectionary readings for June. We finish May this year with
Matthew’s account of the Ascension. It’s often called the “Great
Commission”, with a much more forceful instruction to make disciples
than Luke’s version, which is recorded in Acts, to make disciples.

In Chapters 9-11 of Matthew’s gospel we see a lot of Jesus doing just this -
reaching out to a wide variety of people, and sending the disciples out to
spread the message further and to bring healing. The account we read on
the 7w also features in Mark’s and Luke’s gospel accounts, but in
Matthew’s version the tax collector is actually called “Matthew”, rather
than “Levi”. Is this Matthew recording his own calling by Jesus?

That’s Jesus personally bringing the good news of salvation to Matthew
and making him a disciple then and there. But we’re called to make
disciples too. So what is this message that we’re to take out? If someone
asked you bluntly what the gospel is, what would you tell them? Jesus
encapsulated it 22:37-40 but we’ll have to wait till the 25t October for
that one to come up! (You are allowed to look ahead so you can get on
with your discipleship before the autumn.)

Paul isn’t as succinct, but these passages from his letter to the Romans are
worth a bit of careful reflection. Why not share what they say to you with
someone else? Why not send me your thoughts to include in a future
edition of the Recorder? (I won’t hold my breath). Jesus goes on to
illustrate how the gospel will spread in a series of parables, but we’ll have
to wait until next month for those.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.
oT Psalm Gospel NT
Jun 7" Gen 12:1-9 33:1-12 Matt 9:9-13,18-26 Rom 4:13-25
14t Gen 18:1-15 116:1-2,12-19 Matt 9:35-10:23 Rom 5:1-8
21t Gen 21:8-21 86:1-10,16-17 Matt 10:24-39 Rom 6:1-11
28t Gen 22:1-14 13 Matt 10:40-42 Rom 6:12-23



Deadline for contributions
for the July/August edition is
15t June,
but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.

Minister: Rev. Douglas Burnett
0117 3309910
douglas@douglasburnett.co.uk

RP Secretary: Les Fry NB Secretary: Gill Waines
07769 253279 07848 147554
lesjfry@hotmail.com newbrunswickurc@gmail.com
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