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Vestry Vibes      by Dougie Burnett
Dear friends,
It was a privilege that we were able to welcome
Professor Adrian Howkins to Redland Park on
September 28th, to share in our service with the
Bristol Korean Church and the Zimbabwean
Reformed Church.  It was Harvest, but Adrian
also took us in the direction of thinking about
creation and wilderness.  As well as being a
minister in the Church of England, Adrian is also
an environmental historian at the University of
Bristol.   His particular place of study is the McMurdo Dry Valleys, which is
the largest ice-free region of Antarctica.  It is a wilderness.  Adrian asked
us to think about the connection between wilderness and faith.  He said:
“As modeled by Jesus, we often need places that we can go, away from
our everyday lives, where we can connect with God in fresh ways and
connect with God’s creation on a different level. Places like the McMurdo
Dry Valleys certainly offer these wilderness locations, very different from
the usual.  So different is the environment in the ice-free region of
Antarctica, that I often found myself thinking that this is the closest I will
ever come to being on the moon.  It is certainly a place that helps to put
humanity into perspective, and that is one of the reasons I like this image
of the lone scientist
looking across the
valleys:    If I had more
time, there is much I
could say about some of
the spiritual
experiences that people
have had in Antarctica.
It is a place that
encourages profound
reflection and connections to the divine.  For me, the busy-ness of
working here was punctuated by frequent moments of transcendence,
where I felt a closeness to God and the tremendous privilege of living on
the planet God has created.  “



I think that struck a chord with many of us who were there in church that
day.  At Harvest we celebrate God’s creation.  But maybe images like this
help to put things into perspective.  We can think of ourselves as masters
of creation.   In fact we are only a small part of it, though able to damage
much of it.
Maybe somewhere in our lives we have an experience of being in such a
wilderness. Maybe that has also brought about for us that sense of God
that Adrian alluded to.  Maybe as we continue to work at the issues of
climate change that is something that we can bear in mind as we seek to
do the right things for the world which is God’s creation?
Adrian concluded:  “I think there is tremendous potential for us to step
outside our churches and engage with the local environments that we live
in, alongside others – both human and more than human.
Our lesson from the story of Jesus in the Wilderness is that place matters.
And that is a lesson we can very much put into practice in our lives in
Bristol today.”

       Dougie

New Brunswick’s Harvest donations, 19th October

Thank you to all who brought gifts, to those who arranged them, and to
Helena for leading this thanksgiving worship.



Worship details
… at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)
Nov  2nd Rev Dougie Burnett, including Holy Communion

 9th Rev Dougie Burnett

 16th Rev Dougie Burnett

 23rd Angus Gregson

 30th Rev Dougie Burnett

 Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
Continuing our study of the life and faith of Joseph.

Nov  9th Perseverance

 23rd So where next?

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777 passcode 087103

Cell Group meetings: Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

… and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.
Nov  2nd Sue Thorn

 9th Angus Gregson, including Holy Communion

 16th Brenda Isherwood

 23rd Rev Dougie Burnett

 30th Rev Stephen Newell



Other dates…
… at Redland Park
Nov Wed 5th  Elders meeting at 7.30 p.m.
 Tue 12th  Finance & property meeting at 4.30 p.m.
 Sat 15th  Church family craft afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m.
 Sun 16th  Church meeting at midday
 Sat 22nd  Organ Treat - David Bednall

10.30 a.m. for cake,
11.00 a.m. for the music.

Outreach
Wednesdays:  12.30 - 2 p.m. Bristol churches night shelter
   3.30 - 4.30 p.m.  students doughnuts
Thursdays:   coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till 12 (autumn
 10.30 a.m. - 2 p.m.. Warmshare   (winter)
      Friday 14th  Tear Fund quiz - online
                Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777    passcode 087103

… at New Brunswick
Nov Sat 1st Quiz and cream tea  3 - about 6 p.m.
 Sun 2nd Southmead Joint Churches celebration service at New

Brunswick, followed by refreshments
 Tue 4th Joint Churches prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m., hosted by

St Stephens
 Fri 14th  Tear Fund quiz - online
 Tue 18th  Bible study and prayer at 7.30 p.m. Followed (of course)

by cake.  Note the change from the usual day.
 Sat 29th  Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway

Centre from noon - 3 p.m.



People news…
… from New Brunswick  from Brenda Drake

We think of those in our fellowship who have not been feeling as well as
they would like. We continue to uphold Angie, Elaine and Mary in our
thoughts and prayers.  Continuing to ask God for His healing touch so that
these folk are able to come and share worship with us once again.

There are others who are not in our fellowship but are good friends.
Thinking especially of Frances who is still undergoing tests. We remember
her family and the fellowship at the Pentecostal Holiness Church as they
travel this journey with her.  We ask God to be close to all at this time.
CELEBRATIONS!

The following friends will be celebrating during November......

1st  Natalie,      4th  Zac,      5th  Liz W,      19th  Les F,      27th  Mary

There may be others with things to celebrate during November. Whatever
this may be, we pray that all will know God's blessings on their special
day.

…  and from Redland Park from Carol Fry
We wish good luck to all our friends who are moving house (some
beginning the process and some well underway) Jane Rogers, Alison
Hooper and Laura Jones.  Buying and selling is rarely easy so we hope all
goes well for them all.

It is good to see Carole Atter back in church after a spell of illness and we
pray she will feel better soon.

Please continue to pray for Suzanne Atkins after her heart operations and
awaiting more treatment at Harefield Hospital; we send all our love to
Suzie, Ben and Seb.

We are sad to record that Sheila Smart died on 15th October; she had
been declining in health for some time but always sent best wishes to
everyone at Redland Park when she was visited.  A cremation service at
Canford will be arranged shortly.



We send blessings to Lily Fedrick who has started at a new school, and we
hope this goes well.

The Thursday coffee mornings at church will soon give way to Warmshare
when the weather turns colder, and the Bristol Churches Shelter will also
be starting again on 1st November.  All these events are well received, and
several members of the church support them, and we give thanks to all of
them.

There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church.  We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log
onto zoom on a Sunday morning.

What’s been happening?
Notes from New Brunswick URC’s September Church Meeting

from Gill Waines
Brenda updated us on all the work that has been carried out over the
Summer including the soffits and fascia boards, also all the electrical work.
The new lighting makes such a difference in both the church and the
lounge. Following a visit from Environmental Health it was necessary to
have some work carried out on the drains. This was carried out over a
couple of days and free of charge, which was a real blessing, as we think it
would have cost a great deal. Apparently, our bank intends to start
charging for services from November so we need to see how this affects us.

Fellowship News was shared of members and our PCSO, Sarah, who has
been quite unwell.

The next Southmead Churches Joint Service will be held on November 2nd

at 3 p.m. at New Brunswick and will be led by Rev. Helena Mckinnon.

Members were asked to give some thoughts to who might receive our
Christmas Gifts this year.

[ Ed: my apologies - this should have appeared in the last edition. ]



Highlights from RP church meetings from Les Fry
July
A lively meeting about the future management of the Manse with
confusion and strong feelings about the transfer of this responsibility
rather than a sale to Synod. At the heart of the discussion was a
determination that the Minister of Redland Park should have a safe and
well appointed home within range of our church. It is clear that manse
maintenance has been a significant burden on our church finances and

Covenant Service at Redland Park on 5th October
In renewing our commitment to God and to Redland Park, members were
challenged to use our God given gifts to build both our worship and
witness. Various opportunities were highlighted- here they are in print,
including people to contact.
Climate Justice: Myra Jones.
Church in Society - for the organisation of bring & share lunches, quizzes,
Night Shelter,  book fair and Christian Aid week: Carol Fry
Music - singing and playing: Martyn Steele.
The Gale Project: Dougie Burnett.
Finance - paying, invoicing, insuring and planning: Andrew Hayden.
Property - planning, building, fixing: Andrew Hayden.
Sundays - support with pulpit supply, service order, premises
management, noticeboard, techi-team: Les Fry.
Junior Church - both age ranges: Les Brentley.
Student Wednesday doughnuts: Jooin Kim.
Flowers and lettings: Sally King.
Thursday - Warmshare: Derek Jones.
Pastoral - personal contact, friendship, compassion:  everybody!!
Synod - linking with the wider church: Dougie
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8 v 28.



Synod support would be very much to our advantage, but the overall
direction and vision of our church will impact significantly on how funds
will be used in the future. The need for further reflection and the tight
outcome of the vote determined that a decision would be delayed until
August to allow further information gathering, but more immediate action
was necessary for the Manse roof and the heating in the Church rooms.
Derek and Myra Jones will take over the financial responsibilities from
David and Viv Hayden whose efforts were loudly appreciated.
Concern was expressed about the significant overhaul necessary for the
organ which may limit the scope for the September Organ Treats.
This is a time of significant change and the Scouts moving out of the Hurle
Road Club Rooms and the favourable progress on both Highbury and
Broad Plain management are indicators of the difference in direction of
the Redland Park outreach.
August
Some last minute confusions led to the next phase of the discussions
about transfer of the Manse management to Synod being postponed.
September
Andrew Hayden gave a concise update on the Manse issues, responding
to further questions. A vote will be taken on 5th October. It was confirmed
that the acceptance of the Synod offer would give us the opportunity to
focus on Christian witness and worship but that detailed long term
planning is then necessary to focus on our own congregation growth and
the increase of the wider Kingdom of God. A visit by Synod officers to the
church and the Club Rooms has further clarified our thinking.
Clevedon Organs hope to complete the Organ maintenance by Oct10th.

A new church list has been distributed.  Hannah Hirsch was commended
for the high quality of pulpit supply that she organised across August.
Dougie announced that he will be taking his sabbatical in June, July and
August 2026. His central focus will be Korean language, culture and histo-
ry to enhance his contribution to the Gale Project.

The Church in Society report confirmed details of the upcoming Book Sale,
Bring and Share lunch, Thursday Coffee mornings and Warmshare and re-
quested additional support for this winter’ Bristol Winter Night Shelter.



October
The vote was taken on the following resolution:
“Redland Park URC agrees to transfer responsibility for maintaining its
manse at 3 Chapel Green Lane, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6UA, to the South
Western Synod of the URC in accordance with the detailed resolutions
contained within the Manse Policy entitled ‘Proposed policy change for
church manses’ which has been circulated to the membership.”
The Resolution was passed by 27 votes to 1, with no abstentions
The next scheduled meeting is on Sunday 16th November.
[Phew!]

Dr Helen Paynter
“The Church, The Far-Right and the Claim to Christianity”

Helen teaches at the Bristol Baptist College and is also founding director of
the Centre for the Study of Bible and Violence.  As those of us that heard
her Lent Conversation back in March and this her latest presentation for
the Redland, Cotham and Clifton group of churches at Tyndale on Oct 14th

can testify, she is learned, wise, and an excellent and inspiring
communicator.

She spoke about the rise of “Christian Nationalism” in the UK and the
“Unite the Kingdom” rally in London in September, the polarisation of the
political debate, and some steps that we, christians, the church maybe
should be taking.

I asked a number of people there to offer a reflection, a response.  Here
are those I received, for which I am very thankful.

from Myra Jones:
I think one of the worrying things is the influence the Far Right might be
having on young people.  Youngsters want to feel that they belong or
something they feel they can join.  These days like uniformed organisations
and youth clubs are struggling to find leaders and get funding.  It is
therefore easy for them to be influenced by social media or those who
make the most noise.



There are reports that young people are investigating Church more
which is great but will they start picking up on the sort of Christianity
that Farage’s lot are peddling.

from Les Brentley:
Last evening I attended the talk given at Tyndale Church by the excellent
speaker, Helen Paynter. She was addressing the rise in Christian
Nationalism, particularly in the UK, which I found very hard to hear.  It is
very scary to acknowledge to what extent Extreme Right rhetoric and the
language used, can and does influence people in this country.  There are
those who call themselves Christians who are using Christian language
and symbols to incite hatred and violence.  Social media does, of course,
play a big part in this. There has been a significant increase in racism,
anti-semitism, homophobia, anti-trans, islamophobia and so on.

Whilst the talk raised huge concern, I felt there is hope. In Jesus there is
always hope. Helen cited an experience she had when out with some of
her students in Easton. The mosque in St Marks Road is opposite the
Baptist Church to which they were heading. A man came out of the
mosque and invited the students in.  He welcomed them, showed them
around, explaining a little about his faith, even made them a cup of tea!
I have my own little nugget of hope, which happened a few years ago.
There is a mosque just down the road from where I live, and the incident
I am about to write about happened the day after there was an attack on
a mosque (I can't remember exactly where in the world), which killed
some Muslims and injured many others. I was passing my local mosque
at a time when Muslims were at prayer inside.  I saw several people from
the locality outside the mosque, holding up placards.  My heart began to
sink, as I thought they were maybe there to cause trouble.  I was wrong!
The placards all read:  "We will keep watch while you pray".  I am still
moved to tears when I remember!

Helen did provide us with some strategies which we can all engage in to
promote non-violent protest and, as believers in Jesus Christ, who taught
us love for all, let's hold onto the hope he gave us. Let's show God's love
in our actions and words.



from Jane Penrose:
The thought that stayed with me was that by reinforcing my point of
view with like minded people in the same echo chamber, there is a risk
that my views might become more entrenched and more left leaning.
If the same is happening to those I might consider to be on the right
then polarisation widens. It is important to look to the alternative point
of view, to learn and to try to  understand why those views are held.
I found it a quite disturbing presentation and an issue I ought to be
more alive to. It was interesting to receive from Myra the link to the
statement from Churches Together in England expressing their concern
about the use of Christian language by some groups to support views
that are far from Christian - reinforcing many of the points made by
Helen in her presentation.  You can read the CtiE statement at

https://cte.org.uk/unconditional-love-cte-presidents-statement/

from Angus Gregson
Helen spoke about the increasing use of the Far Right effectively to
hijack christian terms and use them to promote a very warped idea of
the gospel.  The church, we as christians, need to call this out, to
reclaim and proclaim our true gospel message.
Two things reinforced this for me in today (Oct 19th)’s worship.
1Tim4: 2-3  ‘Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage - with great patience and careful
instruction.  For the time will come when men will not put up with
sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears
want to hear.’
And some words from one of the hymns, R&S 642: ‘We cry … for
strength to say ‘No’ to all that is mean.’

Congratulations…
to Wendy Day for winning a prize in the Bible Society’s magazine
Word in Action ‘s Little Quiz.   Why not ask Wendy if you can borrow
her copy of the latest edition to read?

https://cte.org.uk/unconditional-love-cte-presidents-statement/


Organ Treats,  October 18th 2025 from John Turner

Claire Hobbs
A review of a marvellous occasion.

Claire’s programme was wide ranging from JS Bach and J-F Dandrieu,
both born in the 17th century, with John Stanley, the blind English
organist and friend of Handel, born in 1712 to some 20th century
music by Philip Glass, born 1937 and 21st Century music by Iain
Farrington (born 1977).

Claire began with the music by Philip Glass (born 1937). It started
quietly, using the many beautiful quiet stops on the organ. The
audience responded to the quiet music by listening intently. Then in
the louder sections, almost fiery in their sound, the exciting nature of
the organ sounds came through.

The Bach (one of my favourite short Bach pieces), the Stanley piece
and Dandrieu pieces, all in different styles meant that Claire could
show how versatile is the RP Organ.

Finally, there was the crown of the concert, the last three pieces were
by Iain Farrington and based on Spirituals. Iain is a very highly
regarded composer and organist and composes and plays in a way
that blends classical with  Spirituals, Gospel, Jazz and Popular
influences.

The powerful effect of the Spirituals was obvious, from the loud
exultant sections to the yearning “Sometimes I feel like a Motherless
child”. Such marvellous music making you had to be there to
appreciate it. Those of us who where there were fortunate.

Next Organ Treats: tea and cakes at 10:30 a.m.,
Music at 11 a.m.

November 22nd  David Bednall   �

December 13th  Simon Gibson

https://cte.org.uk/unconditional-love-cte-presidents-statement/


Girls’ Brigade  at New Brunswick from Brenda Drake
For those who aren’t aware Girls’ Brigade is still ‘happening’ at New
Brunswick every Wednesday evening during term time. As it has been for
the past 75 years. We reached this milestone ‘birthday’ back in June. (We
had a certificate from our Support Office to officially mark this event.) At
the time of writing we only have three girls who attend on a regular  basis.
Two are sisters are from Russia and are aged 6 and 8. The third girl is from
Poland and is 13. As you can imagine these different cultures and
languages can be quite a challenge! But their English is far better than our
Russian/Polish!! It is also a challenge to put together a weekly programme
of activities for just three. Team games are out! With the age differences,
discussions are also difficult. So in the last few
weeks before for the summer break we taught
all the girls to knit! It was surprising how quickly
they mastered this skill.  The younger girls are
still trying this new found skill, but our older girl
has been able to produce a very simple Teddy
Bear which she is thrilled with. We now have a
friend who is coming to this older girl to
crochet.

During the summer break we continued to keep
contact with the girls. At the beginning of
August we took the three girls on a half day outing. We learnt earlier in
the year that the two younger girls had never been on a train!  So we took
the train from Portway Station to Severn Beach. I think we chose the only
day in the whole summer that it rained!  This didn’t dampen the
enthusiasm! We had a short walk along the walkway looking at Prince of
Wales Bridge and viewing Wales in the distance across the river, and found
a cafe open so the girls enjoyed ice creams whilst the leaders enjoyed tea
and coffee. Back at the church we all enjoyed pizza before going our
different ways!    And we had a full day's outing with the girls to
Tyntesfield House.
We are hoping that advertising the Girls' Brigade at different events over
the summer will increase our numbers. We would appreciate your prayers
for this increase.



The Julian Trust and me from Gary Marriner
Disclaimer: Angus asked me to write about my
experience of volunteering with the Julian Trust.
This article has not been reviewed or approved by
The Julian Trust. It is my personal account of volunteering with the Trust.
About The Julian Trust (JT): Founded in 1986, fortieth anniversary next
year. Entirely voluntary, no full time employees. No funding from local
authorities or the National Lottery, sustained by the people and
businesses of Bristol. All those that use JT, are referred to as ‘guests’
Guests are asked to respect the rules of the shelter.  Volunteers will listen
to our  guests, never pry.  When asked for help, volunteers will suggest,
but never tell a guest what to do.  Guests have access to food, showers,
clothes and twelve have access to beds. Bed allocation is handled by
St.Mungos.  A JT evening shift can see up to a hundred guests.
About me: Now retired, for the past three years.  Graduate of UWE,
worked for thirty eight years for US technology company (over the past
ten years, the staff of my former employer raised £40 000 for  JT!).
I  live in North Bristol and attend New Brunswick.  I am available to do
overnights on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Not Mondays, because
of other commitments.
I have been volunteering with JT for over ten years.  Prior to that I had
volunteered with Caring at Bristol, over the Christmas period.  It
eventually dawned on me that Rough Sleepers are just like puppies, not
just for Christmas!  In April 2015 I started to volunteer with JT.
Throughout this period I have been an ‘overnighter’.
Being an overnighter means that you and another volunteer take over the
running of the shelter from the evening shift.  Responsibilities include:
-  Taking care of quest washing
-  The charging of guests phones and other devices.
-  Dealing with requests for towels, clothes and other bits and pieces.
-  Provision of bedding and ensuring lights out in a timely manner.
-  Dealing with any issues, should they arise.
-  Preparation and delivery of breakfast.
-  Letting guests out early, so they can go to work.
-  The shut down of the shelter by 7.30 a.m. (ish).



I have given you a potted view of what happens on an overnight shift
at The Julian Trust.  The vast majority of nights are trouble free.  Once in a
while there may be a “Bump in the  Road” when something unplanned
happens.  Then both volunteers work together to deal with the issue.   In
the morning they get breakfast done and shelter emptied, complete the
log, and should there have been an ‘incident’, complete a report.  Oh, one
thing I forgot to mention, each volunteer will get two to three hours sleep
each shift.
I go through this process a couple of times a month. For  me, what makes
this rewarding is seeing twelve guests leave the shelter refreshed,
showered, in clean clothes, fed.
Most importantly, If you saw these folks in the morning, it is likely you
would not know that they were rough sleepers.

Thank you,   Gary

Coming up…
the quizzing highlight of the year,  Tear Fund’s →
In the last 8 years churches, including RP & NB, have
raised over a million pounds for Tear Fund via their
quizzes. It’s a bit of a laugh, with a big mix of
questions. You don’t need to know loads, but you’ll certainly be able to
learn a bit more about the amazing work that Tear Fund is able to do.
It’ll be on Zoom so you don’t even need to leave the comfort of your home.
We’ll be using the same log in details as RP’s morning
worship - see the worship dates page.  There’s no entry
price but please give what you can to our Tear Fund quiz
JustGiving page at 

www.justgiving.com/page/nb-rp-tearfund2025
                                                 (or just scan the QR code)

See you on   Friday 14th November 7.30 p.m.
I know the Recorder is read by people beyond our two churches.  If you,
your friends, your entire church, wherever you are, would like to join in on
the evening too, you’d be very welcome.



An explanation of the Church Life Review, especially as it impacts on our
churches (for those who haven’t read the fuller version in Reform, the URC
monthly magazine)
Church Life Review is not renewal of evangelism, confidence in speaking
of the ways of God with the world with conviction, or ways to invite
people to ‘taste and see.’
The Church Life Review is very practical, and it is very much about
resources.  How do we lift burdens from local churches to give them the
time, space and energy to seek renewal?  How do we resource local
churches through paid lay work, when ministerial resource of ministers,
CRCWs, lay preachers and elders, is already massively stretched?  How do
we find resources to invest in the emerging of new communities of
worship and discipleship?
John Bradbury believes that the Church Life Review can help us achieve
better circumstances, and better resource provision, to enable and equip
the renewal of Church life.   What it can’t do by itself is renew the life of
the church.
The URC has a sense of initiative overload: we’ve been there, done that,
time and time again, so we have tried to create some structures,
resources and possibilities that can form the undergirding of our response
to the call to be the Body of Christ, the People of God, the one holy,
catholic and apostolic church.
Things are changing.  Church attendance figures, even in the URC, are
climbing, just a bit.  In some places quite a lot.  There seems to be a
significant change in mood music in many places.  New life emerging
where it felt like the end was in sight.  Younger people turning up to
explore.  Are we ready, waiting and alert to spot the signs of God at work
and join in?  There are now vital things we must begin to take seriously
throughout the life of the church.  It’s for ministers and elders to worry
about and lead on.  It’s for all of us to be concerned about.  We need to
deepen our confidence in the reality of the living God, alive and active in
the world today, shown to us in Jesus, and made known to and through us
in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Abridged from an article by Rev John Bradbury,
General Secretary of the URC.



A Rocha’s easy eco tips for NOVEMBER
Measure your carbon footprint.
Take an audit of your individual or household carbon footprint and repeat
each year to see if you can reduce it! There are lots of ways to do this,
from switching energy suppliers to changes in your diet. Some great tools
to use are available, for example the carbon calculators provided by
Climate Stewards at climatestewards.org/carboncalculators [or the ones
Andy Grand mentioned in his piece in February 2025 - if you didn’t keep a
copy you can access it here www.redlandparkurc.org/the-recorder.html ]
These offer specific resources for households giving ideas and helping you
track your progress.  As you look at different areas of your life, offer each
area or action to God as an offering.

from the Climate Justice Group
The UK has just had its hottest summer on
record, the Met Office has said, after the
country faced four heatwaves in a single season.

The mean temperature for meteorological
summer - the months of June, July and August -
was 16.1°C, significantly above the current record of 15.76°C set in
2018.   All five of the hottest summers on record have now
occurred since 2000 - a clear signal of the global heating that
scientists say results from greater concentrations of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere.

The Met Office said it had conducted a rapid analysis that found
the record-breaking summer temperatures had been made about
70 times more likely because of human-induced climate change.

Dr Mark McCarthy, the agency's head of climate attribution, said:
"In a natural climate, we could expect to see a summer like 2025
with an approximate return period of around 340 years, while in
the current climate we could expect to see these sorts of summers
roughly one in every five years.

climatestewards.org/carboncalculators
www.redlandparkurc.org/the-recorder.html


Keeping up with the vicar, part 159
Here are the Lectionary readings for November.  As we come to the end
of the church year - the new one starts at Advent - we reach the end of
our focus on Luke’s gospel.  There’s been a bit of Luke each week since
22nd  June.  That continuity (in gospel readings!) helps, I think, to see
how Jesus’ message (and the opposition to it) is building up.  Remember,
Luke’s aim was to present “an orderly account” (1:3) for the reader.

What I think of as the start of Act 2 of Luke’s gospel begins as Jesus
“resolutely” (9:51) turns towards to Jerusalem for the last time.  We’ve
been following him, watching and listening, for four months as he’s
alternated his teaching and parables between those who would listen -
his disciples, tax collectors and other “sinners” - and those who really
should have recognised his message, the Pharisees, but spurned it.  Act 3
begins as Jesus enters Jerusalem (midway through chapter 19).

And we end the Lectionary Year on 23rd, the Sunday traditionally known
as “Christ the King”, as Jesus shows what true kingship involves.  For
him, for us.  It’s summed up in that passage from Colossians (which in
the NIV rather oddly starts in the middle of a sentence).  Read verses 15-
20 and compare that image of Christ the King with the one in Luke’s
narrative.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching.  The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

OT Psalm Gospel NT
Nov 2nd Isaiah 1:10-18 32:1-7 Luke 19:1-10 2Thess 1:1-4,11-12

 9th Job 19:23-27 17:1-9 Luke 20:27-38  2Thess 2:1-5,13-17

 16th Malachi 4:1-2a 98 Luke 21:5-19  2Thess 3:6-13

 23rd Jeremiah 23:1-6 46 Luke 23:33-43 Colossians 1:11-20

 30th Isaiah 2:1-5 122 Mt 24:36-44 Romans 13:11-14
Advent 1

climatestewards.org/carboncalculators
www.redlandparkurc.org/the-recorder.html
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The Recorder is the monthly magazine of
 Redland Park and New Brunswick
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 Whiteladies Road, Wigton Crescent,
 Redland, Southmead,
 Bristol, Bristol,
 BS6 6SA BS10 6DY

redlandparkurc@gmail.com newbrunswickurc@gmail.com

Deadline for contributions for the
December/January bumper edition is

15th November,
but do feel free to send material

any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson

email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com
or by post to the Recorder at the Church

address at the bottom of this page.

Thank you lots to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.


