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Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett

Dear friends,

As | write there is much turmoil in the world
of politics. The most recent headline has
been the shooting of the American far-right
political activist, author and media
personality, Charlie Kirk. Around Bristol and
in other places around the U.K., flags of St.
George have appeared painted in mini
roundabouts and in other public spaces.
Some far-right demonstrations in this
country have been seen carrying placards
declaring “Christ is King.” In such a secular society | find it curious and
challenging that suddenly Christian language and symbols are suddenly
being adopted, used and abused in such a way. For me the whole point of
the story of Christ dead and risen is very much about being alongside
those who exist of the margins. The cross challenges all previous notions
of power and might with something that is wholly other. Amongst many
bible passages that | love, celebrate and cherish is that of Philippians 2.5-11.
Therein Paul borrows what was already in his time a hymn of the early
church: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

That reference to Christ taking on the form of a slave can wash over us
somewhat. In its day it was so very radical, to the point of being
unacceptable. The economy of the ancient world was built on slavery.
Society assumed slavery. So, for God to take on the form of a slave would
have been considered ridiculous.



When Christianity is being true to its roots, it should still have that radical
edge. That the cross of St. George should be subverted by the far-right is
wholly objectionable.

If you might wish to understand more of what is going on at the present
moment, Churches Together in Clifton, Cotham and Redland is hosting on
event on Tuesday October 14, 7.30pm at Tyndale Baptist Church. The
speaker will be the remarkable the Rev. Dr. Helen Paynter on “The
Church, The Far-Right and the Claim to Christianity.” Helen is based at
Bristol Baptist College, but also heads up the Centre for the Study of Bible
and Violence.
Dougie
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Worship details
... at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

Oct 5™ Rev Dougie Burnett, including Communion
This is the church’s Covenant service.

12t Rev Dougie Burnett
19t Rev Dougie Burnett
26" Rev Dougie Burnett
Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
Joseph - How God builds character

Oct 12t Dreams, vision and discretion
26 Long range planning

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777 passcode 087103

... and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.
Oct 5% Wendy Magee

12 Angus Gregson, including Communion

19t Rev Helena McKinnon
This is the church’s harvest thanksgiving service.

26t Les Fry and Jooin Kim




Other dates...

... at Redland Park

1St
14th
Sat 18t
Wed 22"
Wed 29t

Oct Wed

Tue

Outreach

Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.

Finance and Property meeting at 4.30 p.m.
Organ treat at 10.30 a.m. With Claire Hobbs
Highbury trustees at 7 p.m.

Junior Church meeting at 8 p.m.

Wednesdays, 3.30 - 4.30 p.m. students doughnuts

Thursdays, coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till 12

... at New Brunswick

Oct Tue 7t

17th
Mon 20t

Fri

Thu 23
Sat 25t
1St
2nd

Nov Sat

Sun

Southmead Joint Churches prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Hosted by Kingsholm

Southmead quiz night at 7 p.m.

Bible study, prayer and cake at 7.30 p.m. Continuing our
look at Psalm 23: “You prepare a table and anoint me.”

Church meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Craft fair at the Greenway Centre, 12 - 3 p.m.
Church quiz and cream tea

Southmead joint churches service at 3 p.m. Hosted by
New Brunswick and led by Rev Helena McKinnon



People news...
... from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake

A number of our friends need our prayers at this time thinking especially
of Angie and Sean as they continue to have health issues.

Jen S is still in our thoughts and prayers. Jen had been hopeful to join us
for worship during September but illness prevented this.

Our thoughts are very much with Anita, Roger and family who are still
supporting Paul with his stay in Weston. We ask for God’s healing for
Paul. We pray that God will give Anita, Roger and the family His peace
and strength from day to day.

We are sorry to hear the sad news that Natalie's partner Dave has lost his
Dad after a short illness. May Natalie and Dave be assured of our prayers
asking God to comfort them and their family at this difficult time.

Mary has not been able to share with us recently as her legs have been
giving her trouble. We miss not seeing her lovely smile and hope it won't
be too long before we see her with us again. In the meantime may she be
assured of our prayers.

We are sorry to hear that Gill and Liz are without transport at the
moment and hope it won’t be too long before they are mobile once again.
In the meantime may they know that there are folk who are happy to give
lifts when possible.

We uphold all these folk to our God asking Him to minister as He sees
each need.

CELEBRATIONS!

We send warm congratulations to Becky and Nick who will be celebrating
their Wedding Anniversary on 12t October.

There may be others who have something to celebrate within their
families of which we are unaware. May anyone reading this who is
reading this enjoy a very happy time celebrating with family and friends.

May they know God’s richest blessing throughout the coming year.



. and from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We are glad that Jane Rogers is now feeling better and coming back to
church regularly. She is also hoping to move to a smaller property soon so
we wish her well in that project. Another change of home is Alison
Hooper, whose sale and purchase of houses fell through just before she
went to Australia to see her son and family. Happily, another sale and
purchase is now on the cards so we pray that this will be successful. We
suggested in the last Recorder that Audrey Bryant had sold her house but
this actually only happened on 9 September, but has now taken place; she
lives in Westbury Nursing Home.

Carole Atter has not been in the best of health recently so we wish her a
successful recovery.

We were very happy to see Beth and Neil Murphy and all their family and
friends when we celebrated the naming of their baby Oliver on 7t
September; we send God’s blessings to them all.

We also congratulate Peter and Alison Lunt on not one but two new
grandchildren — babies to Eleanor and Hugh.

Please continue to pray for Suzanne Atkins after her heart operations and
awaiting more treatment at Harefield Hospital; we send her all our love.

We also reported in the last Recorder that Alicia and Zoe Milligan had
done well in A-levels and now making future plans — Alicia to Edinburgh
University and Zoe to work with Woodlands Church in Peru! We wish
them every blessing. Emily and Alexander Hirsch and Sophie Sims have
all done well in their GCSEs and are now undertaking A-levels — good luck!
Another change is that Luke Fedrick has now moved up to secondary
school and is going to Winterbourne Academy; we wish him well.

There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church. We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log
onto zoom on a Sunday morning.




What'’s been happening?

Threads Through Creation from Rev Helena McKinnon
Throughout the month of September, Victoria Methodist Church have
used their creative space to hold another art exhibition, this time on the
theme of Creation.

Designed and crafted by Jacqui Parkinson, a gifted textile embroiderer,
the exhibition takes the viewer on a journey through the first book of the
Bible. Visitors are treated to a most wonderful display of colours,
textures, shapes, patterns and of course creatures.

Twelve huge panels fill the sanctuary in an exuberant retelling of the
Genesis creation story. The work itself is a feat of amazing skill that quite
literally takes one's breath away.

The exhibition is one of the largest textile projects by a single artist, ever.
It took Jacqui nearly three years to complete and follows on from last
year's exhibition entitled 'Threads Through Revelation', which was also
shown at Vic Methodist and was equally stunning.

It is so good for a church to be open to the world beyond its doors and for
Victoria Methodist to be centrally located right next to the Royal West of
England Academy, is surely an added draw.

When we visited, passers-by were simply taking a moment out of the busy
routine of the day, to step aside into a more spiritual realm to
contemplate the o
glories of nature and
our created world.

A wonderful treat,
Helena.

P.S. The exhibition
runs until 4th
October so there’s
still time to see it.



What’s coming up?

BRISTOL CHURCHES SHELTER

This project , supported by many churches in the Bristol

area, to support homeless people into more permanent

accommodation, and into work if currently not working, .J-
begins this winter on 1t November and goes through to

March 2026. A small hotel just off Coronation Road is

being used for the third year running. If you are able to help in any way,
whether helping to serve lunch on a Wednesday, providing sandwiches, or
donating to help provide fruit, drinks, crisps or biscuits, please see Les or
Carol Fry. Thank you.

Churches Together In Clifton, Cotham and Redland
invite you to join an evening with
Helen Paynter
The Church, the Far Right, and the Claim to Christianity

Tuesday October 14th, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Tyndale Baptist Church,
Whiteladies Road, Bristol, BS8 2QG

Neier bayn
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Helen Paynter, PhD, is a Baptist minister who serves as the Director of the Centre for the Study of Bible
and Violence (csbvbristol.org.uk). She is also a tutor in Biblical studies at the Bristol Baptist College. She
has written a number of books and articles exploring the intersection of Scripture and violence, including

her recent monograph Blessed are the Peacemakers: a biblical theology of human violence, and her recent
edited collection (edited with Maria Power): The Church, the Far Right, and the Claim to Christianity.

(CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF

BIBLE &
VIOLENCE




Gaza, Palestine and Israel

As pieces arrived to me for the Recorder, Israel has begun its massive
ground offensive into what remains of Gaza city, and the United Nations’
commission of inquiry on the occupied Palestinian territories and Israel
have published a 72-page legal analysis which accuses Israel of committing
genocide in Gaza. This may be horribly out of date by now.

The Joint (Churches) Public Issues Team (JPIT) have put out a prayer for
peace which hopefully you will have prayed in one of your Sunday services
in the last couple of weeks. | fear it will be even more necessary to pray
by the time you read this so | include it here.

Prayer for Peace in Gaza, in the West Bank and in Israel

In the days of the prophet Habakkuk, God spoke of stones crying out
against oppression and violence. Centuries later, as Jesus entered
Jerusalem, he told the Pharisees that if his followers were silent, the very
stones would shout aloud in witness to him. Today, as we hear the cries
of pain rising from the rubble of Gaza, we pray with the conviction that to
praise Christ as King is also to pray and act for his peace and justice.

God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,

We cry out in despair as violence and killings continue.

Lord, may there be a ceasefire that lasts.

As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.

God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,

We cry out in horror at the images of emaciated children.

Lord, may aid reach all those who need it.

As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.
God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,

We cry out for release of those held captive.

Lord, may all hostages and detainees be set free.

As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.
God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,

We cry out in frustration as leaders posture and prevaricate.
Lord, may hearts soften and meaningful dialogue begin.

As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.


https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/

God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,
We cry out in recognition of our complicity in violence and oppression.
Lord, in your Kingdom, no one would profit from war or occupation.

As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.

God of stones that shout, and of people too often silent,

We pray for all who are suffering and grieving today.

We pray for people in Gaza, in the West Bank, in Israel, and around
the world.

We pray for those silenced, and those simply silent.

We pray for peace.

In a moment of quiet, we cry out for those people and situations on
our hearts and minds, and bring you our hopes for change...

Be still.
If God’s people keep silent, the rubble will shout aloud.
As we cry out for justice, we commit to being people of peace.

May it be so. Amen
S

There’s an article about food waste later in the FareShare

Recorder, but talking of reducing food waste...

| hope you’ll all have heard of FareShare SW, the

charity that rescues food that would otherwise be thrown away and
redistributes it to food clubs, charities, schools etc. who can use it. Most
of us who work there are volunteers but at at the moment we do need
some more, especially drivers and drivers’ mates. If you’d like to pick
orders in the warehouse instead, that’d be good too.

We drive a refrigerated van to the clients and deliver the food in crates.
You do get to meet a lot of really nice people at all the projects, and it’s
improved my knowledge of the layout of south Bristol no end. You need
to be able to lift a crate of food that weighs no more than 10kg.

The driver’s mate helps the driver reverse (without crashing) and fills in
times and temperatures on the forms at each delivery.

Some people volunteer on the same day each week; some fill in as and
when there’s a gap. If you could help at all or want to know more, talk to
Angus or go to https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/  Thanks.


https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/

A Quiet Revival? from Gill Waines

We have been hearing a lot recently about a quiet revival. A recent
survey showed an increase in Gen Z attending church and searching for
faith. Well! After going to the Big Church Festival over the Bank Holiday
Weekend | can say with some confidence that it is far from quiet. Of the
35 000 who attending approximately 20 000 were in the 18 to 28 year age
bracket. To witness so many young adults worshipping together was truly
uplifting. It gives hope that church isn't dying as is so often reported.
These young people were singing and dancing to such a variety of music
from rap to more traditional hymns. My prayer is that they find the right
fellowship and guidance as they continue to learn about and get to know
our wonderful Lord.

S —

The welcome surprise of church growth passed on by Les Fry

Beyond the noise of scandal and politics, a low and steady hum resonates.
It’s the sound of a quiet revival.
(Article by Lauren Westwood, published in “Seen & Unseen.”)

‘More young men turned up at church for the first time this morning.’
‘Suddenly our pews are filled with twenty-somethings.’

‘A new family is coming on Sundays. Their teenage daughter
has been dragging them along.’

| can believe it. If you’ve heard similar things about church congregations
over the past few years, you're likely to have heard the same
caveat: anecdotally, of course. These conversations have long been
coloured with an undertone of confusion and uncertainty.

The Bible Society has released a landmark piece of research that has
uncovered the data to back up these anecdotes about growth in
churchgoing in England and Wales. The Quiet Revival is based on findings
of a survey of adults in England and Wales in 2018 and 2024, undertaken
by YouGov.

This set of robust data supports that anecdotal swell around church

engagement in recent years, particularly among young men. It evidences
a growing Church, the increased positive impact of it in communities, and
spiritual openness among the young. It paints a picture of an multi-ethnic



and multi-generational Church that is transforming alongside an ever-
evolving cultural landscape and a shifting national understanding. This is
exciting stuff.

The report identifies a general increase of people who go to church at
least once a month and call themselves a Christian from 8 to 12 per cent.
It presents a radical shift among young adults between 18-24, all within
the Generation Z cohort, as being more likely to fit this definition of
churchgoers than any generation except for those over 65. In a further
reversal of norms, the research sees men as more likely to attend church
than women across most ages, but especially among under-35s. Critically
the report outlines that this is ‘not a case of young men joining while
young women are leaving’, but of mutual increase in church attendance.

It seems that, just maybe, Christianity is cool.

Gen Z are the most likely to believe in God and to pray regularly. Just
under two-thirds would be happy for a Christian friend to pray for them,
and 47 per cent of non-churchgoing Gen Z believe it is a good thing for
Christians to talk about their faith with non-Christians. This signals a move
from attributing growth to the sole influence of cultural commentators or
media personalities, and towards confident local Christians sharing faith
between friends. Rather than being spurred on by influencers and
intellectuals, the greatest impact comes from relationships and in-person
invitation.

However, this remarkable openness to religion and experiential
spirituality among Gen Z is not straightforward: a third agree that the
Bible is a source of harm in the world. This is no longer an anecdotal
curiosity; this is real, documented growth exhibited in an emerging
spiritual generation, received by a cultural atmosphere that is warming to
faith.

Going to church is good for you. In an age of self-help phenomena, The
Quiet Revival positions the Church as an antidote to fragmented social
lives and mental health crises. Churchgoers of all ages are more likely
than non-churchgoers to be happy, to possess hope for the future and to
believe that their life is meaningful, as well as being less likely to say
they’re feeling anxious or depressed. Critically, these findings are true for
young churchgoers, giving further reason behind their flocking to



churches. Quite simply, it makes them happier.

It’s a balm to a generation — particularly young men — who are digitally
surrounded but socially isolated. Going to church leads to better
connection to people in the wider community, with nearly two-thirds of
18-34-year-old churchgoers feeling close to people in their local area,
compared to just a quarter of their non-churchgoer peers. Looking
specifically at young men in church, this increases to 68 per cent,
presenting an incredible opportunity for churches to cut through the
loneliness epidemic.

‘The difference is staggering,” remarks Dr Rob Barward-Symmons, one of
the reports authors. ‘It paints a picture of young adults who have found a
deep sense of meaning and life satisfaction through attending church
regularly, who feel connected to their communities and —in the data we
have gathered on their social action — are keen to give back to their local
communities as well. This is not the image we typically see of young
adults in the media, but it is a powerful one.’

Going to church isn’t just good for you, it’s also good for your community.
Perhaps The Quiet Revival’s deepest encouragement lies in its glimpse of
a faith-in-action Christianity. The research shows a picture of churchgoers
who are not just concerned for their own wellbeing, but who want to
improve the lives of others - 78 per cent of all churchgoers agreeing that
making a difference in the world is important.

In particular, the churches' younger generations desire social change,
possess confidence and investment in effecting positive change, and a
responsibility to contribute to their communities. Acts such as regularly
donating to charity, supporting a local food bank, and participating in
environmental improvement activities are seen as the outworkings of
Christian faith in action. It indicates the consequences of churchgoing
through a deep embodying of God’s love and passing this love to others.

‘These are the markers of whether you’re a true believer or not,” adds Dr
Krish Kandiah, sharing his own encouragement in the findings. ‘It’s not
whether you turn up at church, have signed a confession or sing the
songs. Jesus expounds on how to tell whether you’re in the Kingdom or
not: “l was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink.”’



Now we’ve got the numbers, we're left with questions. How can we
respond? Where will this lead us? Are we witnessing the death of
nominal Christianity? To say the findings have caught the Church off-
guard may be an understatement. The 2024 survey happened to go to
field on the day that news broke of Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby’s resignation. We are living in times of political unrest. Religion and
just about everything else is weaponised. The poverty gap is increasing,
and not just in material poverty.

The reality is that we all have a part to play. The report is inclusive in its
approach and recommendations. The first call is for an increased
recognition of the scale and impact of churchgoers, something that can
be adopted by social influencers and decision-makers. The following
recommendations are more directed to those within the Church, to
prioritise discipleship and Bible teaching, to cultivate intentional
intergenerational spaces where each churchgoer is empowered to tell
their story, and to put emphasis on building interpersonal relationships.

Beyond the noise of scandal and political Christianity, a soft, low and
steady hum resonates. It doesn’t dictate; it shares. It doesn’t drown
others out; it listens. It doesn’t withhold; it invites. It prizes action over

words. This is the sound of quiet revival.
D —

Lord’s prayer from Angus Gregson

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, where do we put the emphasis in each
phrase? Inthe 3™ and 4 lines, | feel it ought to be on the “your”.
“Your kingdom come”, not all the other competing powers.

“Your kingdom” with your kingdom values.

And what am | doing to help usher in your kingdom, Father?

And “Your will be done...”; a bigger personal challenge - your will, not
mine, Lord.

Let’s pray a prayer of the 18t century monk Charles de Foucauld:
“Father, | abandon myself into Your hands; do with me what You will.
Whatever You may do, | thank You: | am ready for all, | accept all.

Let only Your will be done in me, and in all Your creatures — | wish no
more than this, Lord.”



Explaining the Church Life Review
- especially as it impacts our churches
Abridged from an article by Revd John Bradbury
in Reform, the URC magazine by Carol Fry

Church Life Review (CLR) is not renewal of evangelism, confidence in
speaking of the ways of God with the world with conviction, or ways to
invite people to ‘taste and see.’

It’s very practical, and it is very much about resources. How do we lift
burdens from local churches to give them the time, space and energy to
seek renewal? How do we resource local churches through paid lay work,
when ministerial resource of ministers, CRCWs, lay preachers and elders,
is already massively stretched? How do we find resources to invest in the
emerging of new communities of worship and discipleship?

John Bradbury, the General Secretary of the URC, believes the CLR can
help us achieve better circumstances, and better resource provision, to
enable and equip the renewal of Church life. What it can’t do by itself is
renew the life of the church.

The URC has a sense of initiative overload: we’ve been there, done that,
time and time again, so we have tried to create some structures,
resources and possibilities that can form the undergirding of our response
to the call to be the Body of Christ, the People of God, the one holy,
catholic and apostolic church.

Things are changing. Church attendance figures, even in the URC, are
climbing, just a bit. In some places quite a lot. There seems to be a
significant change in mood music in many places. New life emerging
where it felt like the end was in sight. Younger people turning up to
explore. Are we ready, waiting and alert to spot the signs of God at work
and join in? There are now vital things we must begin to take seriously
throughout the life of the church. It’s for ministers and elders to worry
about and lead on. It’s for all of us to be concerned about. We need to
deepen our confidence in the reality of the living God, alive and active in
the world today, shown to us in Jesus, and made known to and through us
in the power of the Holy Spirit.

A recording of the full address is on youtube/URCUK/videos


youtube/URCUK/videos

Understanding and applying the Bible from Pamela Gray
from the Ballyclare Presbyterian Church weekend

Why read the Bible? 2 Timothy 3:14-17 reads:
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it,
and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

How can we enhance our reading of the Bible?
Here are six S.T.R.0.N.G. steps that can help let the Bible Speak to usin a
way that informs our minds, enflames our hearts, engages our hands.

STEP 1: STOP

STEP 2: TOOLS —there are tools, like Bible notes that can help

STEP 3: READ THE BIBLE — try reading it loud so you don’t skip through it
STEP 4: OBSERVE — what sort of text is it, and what’s the context?

STEP 5: NOTES — make some!

STEP 6: GO TO GOD

Spend some time going to our Father in prayer.
Talk to him about what he’s been saying to you in the Bible passage.

A Rocha’s easy eco tips for OCTOBER

Taste the difference!

Local and seasonal food not only tastes great but is better for the planet
too. Think about incorporating locally grown produce into your diet and
shopping list throughout the seasons, as it is harvested at its peak
ripeness ensuring superior flavour, compared to imported alternatives
that have travelled thousands of miles.

If saying grace before a meal is a regular practice in your household,
include giving thanks for your local food producers this month.


youtube/URCUK/videos

More about food

The global food system, dominated by agribusiness,
is today responsible for one-third of all greenhouse
gas emissions. There are several reasons for why
but two of the biggest are the production of meat
and food waste. Let’s just look at one here.

Food waste
According to the long-accepted estimate, around one-third of all food the
world produces never gets eaten. But the problem is likely much bigger
than this. More recent data suggests up to 40% of food is lost or wasted
along the value chain, when you include on-farm losses. This might be due
to poor harvesting techniques or disease. Closer to home it’s often food
that’s simply ploughed back into the ground because it’s deemed “surplus”
(i.e. the usual buyer doesn’t want it), or it’s the wrong size or shape.

The consequences of this food waste are huge. It effectively means that
an area of land larger than China is used every year to produce food that
no one will eat - especially egregious in a world where nearly 1 in 3 people
face some level of food insecurity. And food waste is linked to about
8-10% of the greenhouse gas emissions warming the planet.

There are some schemes to reduce this. For instance last year the weather
was brilliant for cauliflowers so one food box company delivered 1400
“spare” cauliflowers to FareShareSW who very rapidly sent them out,
saving them going to landfill. But it’s a small step in the global picture.

Most consumers say they don't waste any food, but research shows
that 70% of food waste in the U.K. comes from households — not only the
dodgy cheese or out of date yogurt at the back of the fridge, but the veg
scraps you throw out, and the remains of the rather too large portions.

In Bristol, 20 000 tonnes of food is thrown away every year, about a quarter
of all domestic waste. So the average Bristol household wastes edible
food worth around £730 per year. The council and Bristol Waste Company
have had campaigns that have increased the amount of food waste
“saved” by the brown bins and that’s turned into fertiliser, or biogas that
produces electricity, or runs the city’s Bio-Buses. Using the uneaten food
productively is good but far better if the food was actually eaten.

But what can we, you, society do to reduce this appalling waste, and how?



Keeping up with the vicar, part 158

Here are the Lectionary readings for October. Jesus is still on his final
journey towards Jerusalem — he set out in our reading on 29t June and by
the end of the month he’s got as far as Jericho. Just the long haul - literally
and spiritually - up to Jerusalem for the final time.

Over the last few months, since Pentecost, we’ve a good run through
Luke’s gospel and in this month’s readings we see some of the earlier
themes recurring. Jesus has had an ongoing verbal battle with the
Pharisees, the very people who really should have recognised his divinity.
There’s a huge irony in their complaint, noted in 15:2. And instead, we
get a story about a second good Samaritan - this time the only healed
leper who praised God for his healing (17:16). The lost being reached out
to and found.

And as Jesus is repeatedly criticised by Pharisees for whom he consorts
with at mealtimes, especially his teaching about who should be invitied
(chapter 14) he not only tells a pointed story about a Pharisee and a tax
collector, but then puts it into action as he goes to eat with Zacchaeus and
brings about a remarkable transformation.

2 Timothy shows an unfamiliar picture of Paul: old, weary, knowing death
isn’t far off, and feeling abandoned by almost everyone he had relied on
in Asia (i.e. Turkey). And yet he still confidently places his trust in Christ
who he know gives him strength to carry on spreading the gospel.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.

oT Psalm Gospel NT
Oct 5% Hab 1:1-4,2:1-4 37:1-9 Luke 17:5-10 2Tim 1:1-14
12t 2Ki 5:1-3,7-15b 111 Luke 17:11-19 2Tim 2:8-15
19t Gen 32:22-31 121 Luke 18:1-8 2Tim 3:14-4:5

26" Jer 14:7-10,19-22 84:1-7 Luke 18:9-14  2Tim 4:6-18,16-18



Deadline for contributions for the
November edition is 15t October,
but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com
or by post to the Recorder at the Church
address at the bottom of this page.

Thank you lots to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.
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