
September ‘25

News and views from Redland Park &
 New Brunswick United Reformed Churches



Vestry Vibes          by Dougie Burnett
Dear friends,
I hope that the summer has been good to
you.  From the summer months we move into
autumn, and we start to think about Harvest.
In recent years Harvest has also become
known as Creationtide - the Season of
Creation.  While a focus is still very much
about the food that we receive from the land,
it is set in the much wider content of climate
challenge and climate change.
Just at the moment our Climate Justice group
are working at trying to help RP attain the gold A Rocha church award.  A
Rocha is the one of the organisations that works to help churches protect
and restore the natural environment.  Our Harvest Service on September
26th will be joint with the Bristol Korean Church and, hopefully, the
Zimbabwean Reformed Church.  For the past several years we have built
the service around an eco-theme.  Last year, you may remember, we had
TV producer and writer Mary Colwell with us.  Her work very much
revolves around the curlew species of bird.  The curlew is very indicative
of wider changes in the environment.   This year, I am delighted to say
that we shall have Professor Adrian Howkin of Bristol University with us.
Adrian says this of himself:
“I teach environmental history at the University of Bristol in England.  My
research interests focus on the history of the Polar Regions, especially
Antarctica.  I am a co-PI on the McMurdo Dry Valleys Long Term Ecological
Research Site in Antarctica, and I am developing a digital archive of the
McMurdo Dry Valleys.  I am a member of the Community of St Stephen’s
here  in  Bristol  and  an  associate  member  of  the  Iona  Community  in
Scotland,  and  I’m  interested  in  the  intersection  of  religion  and  the
environment. “   [If you’re reading online you can click on the links.]
The reason that we have invited Adrian is for all of the above, which will
be fascninating, but especially the latter point about the connection
between religion and the environment.  I should say that Adrian is also the
curate at Cotham Parish.  If you have been to any of the ecumenical
events/services at Cotham, you might have seen him!



For us as Christians, the notion of God as creator provides a particular
imperative for all that we do in relation to the environment.  Genesis 1
sees human beings in a stewarship role in relation to the world around us.
It is always about how we develop that.  Adrian will be bringing some new
perspectives to that relationship.   We hope very much that you can join
us for that Harvest Service.  There will be a bring and share lunch
afterwards.  If you can, bring something to share.
Victoria Methodist will also be displaying an amazing set of tapestries
called “Threads Through Creation.”   If you can get to see those, it will be
very much worthwhile.  [More about that elsewhere in this Recorder.]
                                                          Dougie

From the New Brunswick church meeting on 24th July
We attended a wonderful celebration with the Pentecostal Holiness
Church to mark their 60th anniversary.  It was a really hot Sunday
afternoon and many people attended and it was good to catch up with
Rev. Ian Thornley and Irene.  Following an afternoon tea, Ian spoke at the
service.  The PHC has a new pastor who has lots of ideas for their future.
Brenda and Gill are going to attend an event hosted at Wrington URC with
the subject ‘leading your church into growth’.
News was shared of members and close friends, especially Liz and Angie
who both have ongoing health issues.
We heard that St Stephens were going to begin a support group for
victims of domestic abuse. They have a small budget so the meeting
agreed to make a donation to support this new project.
We were able to ratify the accounts for 2024.  Brenda has negotiated a
new EDF contract.
Following on from our electrical hard wiring check up, the meeting
decided to apply for a grant to assist in the cost of all the
recommendations made by the electrician.  A grant was approved by
Synod so this work has begun.
The Tearfund Quiz is on 14th November and we look forward to supporting
this again.
Meeting closed with the Grace.



Worship details
… at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)
Sept  7th Rev Dougie Burnett, including Communion

 14th Rev Sian Collins

 21st Rev Dougie Burnett

28th  Harvest Festival, shared with BKC and Zimbabwean
Reformed Church.  Guest speaker: Dr Adrian Howkins.
This will be followed by a bring and share lunch.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
                                 Joseph - How God builds character
Sept 14th Discernment

 28th Long range planning

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777 passcode 087103

Cell groups – both via Zoom
Mondays 15th, 22nd & 29th at 8 p.m.
Tuesdays 16th, 23rd & 30th at 7.30 p.m.

For both, the Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

… and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.
Sept  7th Barb Kirby

 14th Rev Dougie Burnett, including Communion

 21st Angus Gregson

28th Astrid Molyneux



Other dates…
… at Redland Park

Sept Tue 2nd Finance and property meeting at 4.30 p.m.

 Wed 3rd Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.

 Thu 11th Junior Church meeting at 8 p.m.

 Sun 21st Church meeting at 12 noon after worship

 Fri 26th Youth group 4 - 6 p.m.

 Sat 27th Booksale from 10.30 a.m. - proceeds to church charities

Student doughnuts on Wednesdays 17th and 24th from 3.30 p.m

.… and every Thursday, coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till 12

… at New Brunswick

Sept Tue 2nd Monthly joint churches’ prayer meeting hosted at New
Brunswick at 7.30 p.m.

 Thu 4th Church meeting at 7.30 p.m.

 Mon 15th Prayer, praise and Bible study - this month based
around Psalm 23v5.   And then cake.

 Fri 19th Southmead quiz at 7 p.m.  £3 per person, includes
nibbles.

 Sat 27th Craft and Pre-loved Fair at the Greenway Centre,
12 - 3 p.m. 



People news…
… from New Brunswick  from Brenda Drake
We continue to send our love and prayers to Angie who is still having
health issues especially around her diabetes. We think, too, of Angie’s son
who is looking after her and has his own health problems.
Liz is making a slow recovery to better health.  Liz has been able to join us
again occasionally on a Sunday morning, which was great.
We wish Carol and David a very happy day when they attend the wedding
of their first grandson later in the month. We wish the bride and groom a
lovely day and a long and happy marriage.
It has been good to see Mary back worshipping with us when she feels
able.  Always a joy when Kate wheels her into church and Mary greets us
all with her lovely smile.
Jen S has been in touch with Brenda. Life still seems like a struggle for her
one way and another. Jen is now in another hotel this time in Bradley
Stoke. She is feeling a little lonely in this new place. Jen wishes to be
remembered to everyone and sends best wishes. We uphold Jen to God in
prayer asking for His presence near to her.
We uphold all of these people to God.  All have different needs but God
knows each one and will be with them in all situations. Thanks be to our
Great God.
CELEBRATIONS!
         20th Carol and David (wedding anniversary)        27th Angie.
There may be others who have something celebrate amongst family and
friends.  We wish all these folk a happy day and a year ahead full of God’s
richest blessings.

…  and from Redland Park from Carol Fry
Happily, Jane Rogers, is now at home after her operations and recovering
well, if slowly.  We wish her well and are happy to see her in church when
she can come.
It has been great to see David and Viv Hayden in church recently, and
hope they will be able to come again soon; more later in the Recorder!



We continue to pray for our friends in Redland Park who are unable to
come to church at present, including Peter and Anna Ambrose being
looked after at home, Sheila Smart who always enjoys a visit.
We pray for Wendy and Brian Day with health issues, and are still grieving
the death of their daughter.
Audrey Bryant has been in Westbury Gardens for some time now and her
old house has now been sold.  Some of her favourite paintings, books, etc,
are now adorning her room, where she is well cared for, and we send her
our best wishes.
We pray for a good recovery for Christine Johnson, involved in a car crash
some time ago but having to wear a metal neck collar for several weeks,
and much longer than forecast.  We send our love.
Teame Mebrahtu is spending some of the summer at Zeb’s undergoing
medical treatment, and looking after his grand-daughter Paris.  We wish
them all a healthy summer.
Beth and Neil Murphy will be celebrating the naming of their baby Oliver
on 7 September; we send God’s blessings to them all.
Please continue to pray for Suzanne Atkins after her heart operations and
awaiting more treatment at Harefield Hospital; we send her all our love.
For those who remember the Edwards family, Kobe and Becky have just
had their second baby, Asante (known as Ace), a baby brother to Afia.
Junior works in computer sciences at Bath Spa University,  Opi is working
at Hargreaves Lansdown, Owura plays for Colchester United and Sister is
working in the theatre in London.  We send them all our best wishes.
Good luck and God’s blessings to all our young people who are preparing
for changes to their education, receiving exam results, making decisions
about life and moving on.  We wish them all well.  Congratulations to
Alicia and Zoe Milligan who have done well in A-levels and now making
future plans.
There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church.  We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log
onto zoom on a Sunday morning.



Celebrating Long Service and Commitment from John Neugebauer
A double celebration took place at Redland Park URC on Sunday 3rd

August, as Vivienne (Viv)  and David Hayden finally stood down from their
roles supporting the stewardship of Church finances.
A commemorative gift was presented by Les Fry, Church Secretary, who
spoke of the faithful and invaluable service which Viv and David had given
to the Church. Birthday Flowers were also presented to Viv.
Together, Viv and David have supported generations of Church Treasurers
at Redland Park, especially with finance committee membership, and
managing cash and banking services.  David also served at Synod level for
over two decades, and as Church Treasurer twice, for a period totalling
twenty years.  Although David and Viv are modest about their combined
length of service, it is estimated to be over 100 years.
Long standing choir members, Viv and David also organised Open House,
an informal gathering of Church members for social activities which
eventually morphed into First Thursday, offering monthly afternoon social
gatherings to hear a range of speakers.
More recently, Viv and David have taken advantage of Redland Park
Church Services via Zoom.  So it was extra special that the church was able
to make this presentation personally.
The recognition of Viv and David’s service to the Church coincided with a
preaching visit from Rev. Sam Hackett, Free Church Chaplain at the
University of Bristol. The theme of the service was, very fittingly,
‘Commitment and Cost in life as a Christian and as a Disciple’.

Viv and David, bottom right, with family and friends after the presentation
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Bristol Churches Night Shelter  
Regular readers of the Recorder know that for the last
several years volunteers from Redland Park have been
helping out at the Night Shelter serving lunch and, just as
importantly, chatting with the guests.  Others have supported the work by
making sandwiches and cake for those lunches.  The christian charity
inHope, who manage the shelter, have produced a video about its work -
you can watch it at    www.youtube.com/watch?v=1h7MsvHuz1c
And while you watch you can play spot-the-RP-person!    Is this something
you could help out with this winter?   Talk to Carol Fry…

InHope do have some staff vacancies at the moment.  If you know anyone
who might want to apply, there’s more about the jobs by clicking here, or
email hr@inhope.uk to talk about what’s they entail.

Fair Trade
When Traidcraft went into administration (church stalls
were their main outlet but these closed during Covid
lockdowns) the stall at RP began to be stocked by eco-
friendly goods trying to avoid plastic.  This hasn’t proved
very successful so all the goods will be at reduced prices until gone, and
the bank account will continue to supply the church with coffee for
Sunday mornings.
Huge thanks to Carol for running and restocking this for so long.

More news
Rev. Neil Thorogood, minister at Trinity-
Henleaze and Thornbury URCs, has been elected
as Moderator of the General Assembly of the
URC for 2016-17, and will serve as Moderator-
Elect for the next year.  I’m not quite sure
whether “congratulations” is the appropriate
word, but we pray that God will bless Neil richly
in this new ministry.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=1h7MsvHuz1c
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Broad Plain and Highbury Trust updates                       from Les Fry
In 2020, Bristol City Council announced a big new development
opportunity- “The Frome Gateway” along the eastern side of the M32.
Negotiations immediately opened with Broad Plain (Riverside) whose
current premises were built by the Boys’ Club and the City Council,
underwritten with £75,000 from Highbury Trust based at Redland Park.
The lease for 75 years was held by Avon and Bristol Federation of Boys’
Clubs, repaying Highbury at £1000 per year.

This link, fully authorised by the Charities Commission, allowed a high
quality of youth work to be provided for the last 41 years, particularly
through the leadership of Dennis Stinchcombe, supported by a team of
Trustees, headed by Andrew Sims and other members of Redland Park
URC.

The past three years have been dominated by a range of legal wrangling
about these leases, with different Solicitors representing Highbury, Broad
Plain and Young Bristol. Redland Park has been blessed with Jane Rogers’
legal skills and understanding in advising my steps amidst the confusions
of this legal minefield.

This August, significant progress has been made, viz:
1. The Highbury lease has been surrendered to Young Bristol;
2. The Broad Plain (Riverside) lease has also been transferred to Young

Bristol;
3. A new short term lease has been signed between Broad Plain and

Young Bristol;
4. Young Bristol have paid the balance of £33,533 to Highbury Trust.

The outcome is that Broad Plain will remain on the current site until the
developers actually start to build. At that time, Young Bristol will provide
us with alternative premises for youth work to be continued, particularly
ensuring that the national legacy of Broad Plain Boxing be maintained.

The developers will build a large block of affordable self contained
apartments for sale, and central to the premises will be a new “Wellness
Suite” where the Broad Plain tradition and youth work will be maintained.

It was tremendous that Suzy Sims was able to witness the signing off of
these leases.



The Redland Park influence will be maintained by several of us remaining
as Highbury trustees (Dougie chairs the meetings), and looking to use our
investments to support youth work in Bristol by offering grants.

As such, Redland Park, although not delivering youth work directly, will
continue our outreach into the life of the city.

We have also to express a huge amount of thanks to Les Fry for the vast
amount of work he has had to do to enable this to happen.

Pulpit supply at RP                                                            from Les Fry
For 38 Sundays  in 2025 (73% of the Sundays), the Redland Park worship is
being led by our own Minister Rev Dougie Burnett.  We are blessed in this.
We are equally blessed that Rev Helena McKinnon is also a regular in our
pulpit, as well as Angus Gregson, a Redland Park Elder.

Dougie’s summer holiday break has been covered through the University
Free Church Chaplain Rev Sam Hackett; Rev Michael Docker, former
Minister of Tyndale Baptist Church; Rev Sue Cossey, Bristol Area SPA and
Angus - quality preachers all. All of these speak of the warmth and
sincerity of the Redland Park welcome.

This high quality will be maintained at Harvest by Dr Adrian Howkins, a
Reader in Environmental History at the University of Bristol.

Hannah Hirsch takes responsibility for organising our pulpit supply with
energy and sincere optimism. She is already working on the rota for 2026
and we are very grateful for her efforts.

With the reduction in numbers of Bristol URC Ministers, our “usual
suspects” are much in demand. In the long term, we need to anticipate
more congregation led worship.

So if you are aware of other potential worship leaders, please let Hannah
or me have their contact details.



Coming up…
Organ Treats                                         from the Redland Park Organ Group
The Saturday morning Organ Concerts in Redland Park URC will begin
again in the autumn.
But – we are sorry:
The organ builders undertaking the repair work on the Redland Park organ
have said they are doubtful about completing the work in time for the
planned September 20th concert.  They have advised us to postpone it, so
there will not be a concert on September 20th.
We plan to rebook William Forrest, who was to play, in 2026.

The Autumn 2025 Concert Dates are:
 September 20th concert cancelled
 October 18th  Claire Hobbs
 November 22nd David Bednall
 December 13th Simon Gibson

The format of the concerts is as before:
Cake and tea or coffee at 10:30 a.m. followed by Organ Music at 11 a.m.
for 45 minutes.

We have some superb organists playing for us, so please come and enjoy
music on one of the most interesting and versatile pipe organs in Bristol.

Another Book Sale!
Church in Society at RP hopes to run
another book stall on Saturday 27th

September in aid of our church charity,
Changing Tunes, from 10.30 a.m.
There are a lot of books left over from the
Christian Aid Fair but please declutter any
books you have to the church; a new
selection would be good.
If you are free that day, we would
appreciate help, or just come and buy.



Threads through Creation from Jane Stacey at Vic Meth Church
Many of you visited Jacqui Parkinson's "Threads through Revelation"
exhibition of textiles last year.  We had amazingly positive feedback.  Sp
we have booked her display "Threads through Creation" for this year.
For the past four years, this exhibition has been making a splash up and
down the country with its bright colours, shapes and patterns.  It is an
exuberant retelling of the creation stories in the book of Genesis on a vast
scale:  twelve huge textile panels depict the natural world in all its glory
using beautiful iridescent silks.  It is an artwork and labour of love which
many visitors have found both moving and breath taking.
Following stints in Bath Abbey and Wells Cathedral in 2023, Bristolians will
now have the opportunity to see the exhibition at Victoria Methodist
Church in Bristol from 25th August to 4th October 2025.  It is of interest to
people of all faiths and none; everyone is welcome.  Children are likely to
particularly enjoy these images and there will be a children's trail.
We look forward to welcoming you to the exhibition.



Water and Waste                          from Myra Jones
How privileged we are to have clean fresh water, the
basis of life, at the turn of a tap.  We have all seen
pictures of women and children walking for miles to
collect water, which is sometimes muddy and polluted,
in large jars on their heads.
How careful are we with this precious resource?

Some facts from The Environment Agency:
Around 7% of the water used in our homes is used for drinking and
cooking. Almost one third of the water we use is, after being treated to
what is among the best drinking water quality standards in the world, at
significant financial and environmental cost, simply used to flush our
toilets.    This clean water production leads to greenhouse gas emissions
that contribute to Climate Change.

Climate projections for the UK show that our climate is going to become
hotter and drier in the summer, snowfall amounts will be reduced.
Therefore there is a chance we could be running out of water by 2050,
particularly in the South East where there is of course higher demand.
So how can we do our bit to save water and energy?

▪ Turn off the tap while you brush your teeth, shave, wash your hands or
wash up.  This can save up to 6 litres of water per minute.

▪ Take showers instead of baths.  Collect the water that runs until the
water gets hot in a bucket. This can be used for flushing the toilet or
watering your plants.  Similarly for washing up.

▪ Reduce the water used to flush toilets by fitting a water saving device
such as a ‘hippo’ or fitting a dual flush toilet.  If you’re replacing your
toilet, look out for low flush or dual flush models.

▪ Fix dripping taps.
▪ Lag water pipes and external taps to prevent bursts in cold weather.
▪ Wait until you have a full load before switching on dishwashers and

washing machines.

arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation


▪ Use the minimum amount of water required when boiling water in
saucepans and kettles; that way you’ll save energy as well as water.

▪ Wash vegetables and fruit in a bowl rather than under a running tap.
▪ Collect rainwater in water butts; use a watering can instead of a hose.
▪ If you need (?) to use a hosepipe, a trigger nozzle can be fitted to

control the flow.  Just 30 minutes with a hosepipe will use more water
than the average family uses in a day.  Plant drought resistant plants.

▪ Wash cars using a bucket and sponge, rinsing with a watering can.
▪ Fit a water meter.
These are things that are under our control.
The food we eat also makes up a huge part of our water footprint so there
are choices we can make there.

The Editor adds:  I only wash up once a day, not just because I'm lazy, but
because hot water has to travel half way round my house from the boiler
before the kitchen tap runs hot.  So instead now I boil a kettle, which is
enough for one washing up bowl. That alone seems to have dropped my
water usage from 16 m3 per six months to 14 m3, a 12% drop.  For
families, using a dishwasher on economy setting with a full load might be
more economic (do you know how much your dishwasher uses?)
But for single people or couples a kettle-ful should suffice.

A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips for SEPTEMBER
The Season of Creation (1 September - 4 October) is dedicated to God as
the creator and sustainer of all life. During this period of the church cal-
endar, many churches celebrate Harvest, thanking God for His provision
through the land and food that is grown. It’s a time when churches and
congregations are called to pay special attention to the responsibility of
humanity for the Earth and for all that lives upon it, and to pray for our
world. Explore A Rocha UK’s season of creation resources at:

arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation

arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation
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Another church, half a world away from Jane Penrose
Whilst we were in Darwin with our daughter Beth, Rob and grandson
Malachi we attended Nightcliff Uniting Church
with them.  The Church is a very simple one
storey building with a main hall and a separate
kitchen area attached to the side creating an L
shape.
The Church Service felt very similar to that at
Redland Park but the children stayed in
Church throughout – sitting on the floor in
front of the altar completing an activity after
the family address.
Redland Park has its wildlife garden;  Nightcliff has a community garden
where the emphasis is on growing vegetables and fruit and keeping
chickens. The area was originally a car park so over the years they have
built up vegetable beds and planted trees using compost from the kitchen
and materials from the chicken run together with donated books from
their book sales. Books rot down very quickly in the heat of the tropics.
On the first Friday of the month they arrange a garden working party
under the direction of a very experienced gardener who was instrumental
in converting the car park into a green space. This is followed by a meal
using produce from the garden. We enjoyed vegetable dhal, banana
fritters, eggs from the chickens and also made passion fruit jam for
everyone to take home.

This  is  the  Minister,  Felicity,  cooking  with
Malachi and a friend whilst they shell and eat
peanuts grown in the garden.
The main outreach activity is an Op(portunity)
Shop where they sell, predominantly, second
hand clothes but also some toys, books and
bric-a-brac. The shop is set up in the Church
every Thursday and opens on Friday evening
and Saturday morning with a café serving tea
and cakes on the Saturday. Beth helped make a
patchwork tent from denim materials donated



to the Op Shop which was displayed at
the Darwin Show and now provides a
play space for the children next to their
sand pit.
Whilst we were there a large delivery of
hay arrived for the chickens. The truck
dumped the bales on the ground and
these all had to be moved into smaller

hay stacks off the ground.  Malachi’s job was to
push the bales off the top of the stack so that
Felicity, Beth, Rob, Dave and I could carry them
to the areas for restacking.  It was hot work!

The Minister and members of Nightcliff Uniting
Church asked us to send their best wishes to the
Minister and members of Redland Park Church
and Beth too sent her love.

A Passion for Churches  from Martyn Steel
Not an original title here.  It was and is used to accompany an interesting
documentary about Norfolk churches produced a long time ago. A
programme narrated and curated by the then poet laureate, Sir John
Betjeman.  Of such quality that is still available to view on BBC iPlayer (or
on YouTube at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkqY-MBPTR8 )

The very word ’passion’ itself carries a degree of gravitas, emphasised by
the definition given in the OED: ‘strong, barely controllable emotion’.
Well, I think my passion for old churches is under control but now having
seen that OED definition and its slightly ‘unstable’ connotations I think I
will change my passion to fascination!

My fascination first got ‘into churches’ as a youngster. The church I recall
is a small one with a Norman foundation dating from 1170. I was there for
its octocentary in 1970. It was there that organ music (a one manual



chamber organ) and church music
charged my musical emotions. Today, I
still have contact with former choristers,
50+ years on.

Angus, our editor put a challenging
question to me about my fascination:
Why do you like visiting old parish
churches?

It is the massive history of these places. I enjoy the feeling of discovery
and excitement when I come across an unknown church and getting to
know the place.  They are generally restful and enable you to relax and
see blood pressure lowered. Churches are where generations have visited,
worshipped and loved. The history of such is palpable.

I last saw Emborough just a few minutes
from my home in south Bristol. The church
sadly no long functions for worshippers,
but nevertheless is open for people who
want a quiet space for reflection.

These old and beautiful architectural and
spiritual spaces are a national treasure and

often kept going by a shoe string in many cases.

What sense do I get when visiting?  It is a sense of discovery and seeing
something unique.  Every church is different.  The feeling of calm entering
these ancient buildings is palpable.

What do I look for?  I am not sure.  I do always look to see if there is an
organ!  On the whole, I just let the entire experience take over and wash
me like a colour background canvas.

Perhaps the most difficult editorial question is this; would a visitor to
Redland Park feel the same?  Probably not.  We are all different.  We
don’t have the history like some of our parish churches.  What we do have
is a congregation; unlike those now too many monuments contemporarily
dissolved.

Well, there we are then.

All Saints’, Compton Greenfield



Keeping up with the vicar, part 157
Here are the Lectionary readings for September.  Jesus is on his final
journey towards Jerusalem so it’s time for key teaching that his disciples
need to understand.  It’s a lot about what living as a disciple, living in faith,
is really about.  At the end of August we had readings from Hebrews. (If
they weren’t included in your worship, it’s worth going back over them.)
After two chapters (Heb11 & 12) explaining why faith is the key thing, the
writer more or less says, “OK, so if you’re going to live out this faith, what
does it look like?”  Perhaps it’s no surprise that in the light of all that at
the start of October’s readings the disciples ask Jesus to “Increase our
faith”.  Not a bad daily prayer for us all.

Jesus makes it clear that being a disciple means taking up your own cross,
and that’s a phrase often misused in our conversations.  “That’s the cross
I have to bear” isn’t about putting up with aches or pains or loss or
disappointment.  Taking up your cross as Jesus’ disciple means a careful
consideration of just what that extra challenge will mean, what the cost
will be in time and commitment, and whether we really do want to go
ahead with it.  But we can, safe in the knowledge that he’ll be there with
us, every step of the way.

While Paul was in prison Timothy had been sent back to work with the
fledgling church at Ephesus.  Timothy was relatively young (“I knew your
granny” writes Paul – 1Tim1:5) but Paul trusted him with the
responsibility to build the church.  There’s a lot of good guidance about
leadership in the church in the first of these “pastoral” letters.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.
  OT Psalm Gospel NT
Sep 7th Deut 30:15-20 1 Luke 14:25-33 Philemon 1-21

 14th  Ex 32:7-14 51:1-10 Luke 15:1-10 1Tim 1:12-17

 21st  Amos 8:4-7 113 Luke 16:1-13 1Tim 2:1-7

 28th Amos 6:1a,4-7 146  Luke 16:19-31 1Tim 6:6-19
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The Recorder is the monthly magazine of
 Redland Park and  New Brunswick
 United Reformed Church, United Reformed Church,
 Whiteladies Road, Wigton Crescent,
 Redland, Southmead,
 Bristol, Bristol,
 BS6 6SA BS10 6DY

redlandparkurc@gmail.com newbrunswickurc@gmail.com

Deadline for contributions for the
October edition is 15th September,

but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson

email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com
or by post to the Recorder at the Church

address at the bottom of this page.

Thank you lots to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.


