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News and views from Redland Park &
New Brunswick United Reformed Churches




Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett

Dougie is on his sabbatical.

We are Vibeless.

Worship details
... at Redland Park

Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)
July 5% Esther Hackett, including communion

12 Rev Helena McKinnon

19t Angus Gregson

26" Rev Helena McKinnon
Aug 2"@ Rev Sam Hackett, including communion

9t Redland Park Elders
16"  Angus Gregson
23 Rev Sue Cossey

30t Rev Michael Docker
To access via Zoom, login: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv
or, if you’re reading this online, just click on

https://us02web.zoom.us/i/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjc5SNHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09




Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We’re continuing to think about “growing older & wiser” - who doesn’t
think that includes them? Why not join us online to find out?

July 12t Listening to the young

26" When the kids are grown ups too
Aug 9™ Wiser by faith
23 “They don’t always listen...”
Zoom login: 815 4053 7777  passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings in July - they’re taking a break in August:

Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

... and at New Brunswick

Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

July 5t
12th
19th
26t

Aug 2

9th
16t
23
30th

tha

Angus Gregson, will include communion
Songs of Praise, led by Brenda Drake
Janet Moreton

Sue Thorne

Angus Gregson, will include communion
Kate Wintle

David Hart from Christian Aid

Barb Kirby :




Other dates...
... at Redland Park

July  Wed 1%t Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Sun 19™ Church meeting after worship at midday
Tue 21%t Finance and Property meeting

Thursdays:  coffee morning in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till
12.00 p.m. - see Carol Fry

... at (and around) New Brunswick

July Sun 5% Southmead Joint Churches Celebration Service hosted by
St Stephen’s at 3 p.m. followed by refreshments.

Tue 7% Joint Churches’ prayer meeting hosted by Kingsholm
Church at 7.30 p.m.

Thu 9™ Church meeting at 7 p.m.

Mon 13t™ Bible Study at 7.30 p.m. Continuing our study of the
Beatitudes: Growing more holy. And cake.

Fri 17" Southmead Quiz at 7 p.m.

Sat 25™ Southmead Festival - Southmead-on-Sea - at the
Greenway Centre including Craft Fair from 11 a.m to 4 p.m.

Aug Tue 4% Joint churches prayer meeting hosted by Pentecostal
Holiness Church 7.30 p.m.

Mon 10t Bible Study 7.30 p.m. Continuing our study of the
Beatitudes: Being peacemakers. And more cake.

Sat 29% Craft Fair at the Greenway Centre, noon to 3p.m.



People news

.. from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We were glad to see Anne Neugebauer in church recently, and both she
and John are now receiving treatment for their health issues. We pray
that they will both be back to full health soon.

While John was attending Southmead Hospital, he came across Ron Lyle,
who has recently had an operation on his foot, but came back to church
recently. We pray for his full recovery.

It was also lovely to see Jane Rogers, with her daughter Jess, and Eternity
in church recently. We pray for them all, and hope Jane feels part of the
church again.

We pray for Brian and Wendy Day — Brian feels he is now back to health
but not back driving, so we see them online but hope to see them in
person soon.

We also send our prayers to David and Viv Hayden who appreciate our
online services. We hope to see them both in person soon.

Congratulations to Peter Ambrose who
celebrated his 90t birthday recently, and
we send our love to Peter and Anna.

We enjoyed seeing old friends like Audrey
Bryant and Ali Talebi at the garden party
held on 14 June, with thanks to all the
Hirsch family who opened their garden for

- W ! us. It was a Bring and Share afternoon tea,
and we raised £100 for our church charity, Changing Tunes. Thanks to
Myra and Derek for enabling Audrey to come.

We were sorry to see Revd Yohan Song and his wife Puleep and son Deon
return to South Korea at the end of June; the Bristol Korean Church is
currently being supported by the PCK and the SW Synod of the URC and
we look forward to hearing about the future of the church.



Please pray for peace in Iran and the Middle East, parts of Africa such as
Sudan, the Congo, and Uganda, and for all countries experiencing wars and
conflicts, famines and diseases. Pray for everyone suffering from poverty,
climate change and oppression.

... and from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake

We are pleased to hear that Angie seems to be making better progress.
Although the recent very hot weather did mean a bit of a setback, Angie
remains cheerful and always sends greetings to everyone. Her hope is to
be back worshipping us very soon.

Our thoughts are with Elaine who is having problems with one of her
arms. This means that she has been unable to join us on a Sunday. We
hope these problems are soon resolved.

We uphold to God our good friend Frances (from Pentecostal Holiness
church) who continues to undergo treatment. Frances is finding this hard
as it brings some unpleasant side effects. Frances is used to ‘doing’ things
all the time and having to rest a lot of the time is quite frustrating. Pray
that God will give her patience, comfort and healing.

There may be others who are finding life difficult at this time who are not
mentioned here. But these folk are known to God. He knows their needs
and we pray He will minister to each as He sees their needs. Trusting in
His wisdom and care.

Christian Aid B stian
After many months of not being able to use our kitchens

we resumed our Fellowship Lunches on June 7. As well as

enjoying a lovely roast lamb lunch we raised £150 which we will be
donating to Christian Aid. We are not able to take an active part in
Christian Aid Week so this was a lovely way for us to raise money for an
excellent cause. Thank you to all who contributed to this fantastic result.

There will be many who are looking forward to holidays at this time. Or
just days away from the routine. May God grant them rest and relaxation
so that they may return to His work with batteries recharged! Ready to
serve Him in the months to come.



As this is a double issue there will be many celebrating events during
the coming weeks.

July st Delwyn 27t Carol H

August 4" Brenda 23Karl 28" Gary 30" Wenda
There may be others who will be celebrating special dates such as
Wedding Anniversaries or family occasions. Whatever the reason for
celebrations may all enjoy a time of God’s richest blessings both with
family and friends.

Liz Whitchurch

As reported last month, Liz died on April 13,
Liz moved to Southmead soon after she was
born and grew up with four brothers and a
sister, Gill. As was customary for young
women then, Liz started working after school
at 15 at C&A in town. She met her husband-
to-be, Jeff, at a dance at the Clifton Gorge
Hotel and they married a year later at St
Stephens in Southmead in 1973.

Jeff’s work took the family to Romford in 1979, but Liz made frequent
trips back to Bristol to visit family, made much easier for her, now with 3
children, once she learned to drive.

It was in Romford that, encouraged by their vicar, they became a regular
part of their local CoE, St Augustines.

They finally returned to Bristol in 1990, Liz returning to work, mostly in
retail. They worshipped initially at St Mary’s, Stoke Bishop, before Liz
and Jeff became part of New Brunswick URC in 2012, Liz later becoming
an Elder. She provided invaluable care for her mother-in-law, her
mother, and latterly Jeff when he developed dementia. That love and
care for others, for Jeff, for her children, her wider family, and so many of
the people she worked with is what hallmarked every aspect of Liz’s life.
We give thanks for Liz, a blessing to each of us in so many different ways.



What'’s been happening...?

Highlights from the New Brunswick church meeting
from Gill Waines

Our last church meeting was preceded by our AGM. We are a small
fellowship at New Brunswick, and it was mentioned that we should not just
assume that members wanted to continue in the role they have been
doing. To that end everyone was asked how they felt and were given the
opportunity to step down if they so wished. Thankfully everyone agreed to
go forward, and 2 elders were re-elected for another term. We are blessed
in the people we have at New Brunswick who wish to serve in whatever
way they are called.

At the following meeting we heard of Dougie’s disappointment that he
would not now be going to Korea as part of his sabbatical, due to
circumstances out of his control, but we wish him well in all that he will be
doing during this time of rest and reflection.

We shared news of those who have been unable to worship with us in a
while, Mary, Angie and Elaine, but they are always in our thoughts and
very much missed.

Brenda has spoken with the Health Centre next door regarding our plans to
hold a Dementia Café. They will be very happy to advertise and refer once
this is started.

We shared joint activities that will happen between the churches in
Southmead and look forward to these. Brenda shared how Easter in a box
was received by the pupils at our local primary schools. She remarked on
the condition of one of the schools, which is really showing signs of age.
The meeting agreed to send a gift to the teachers as a way of thanking
them for their support but also to commend the job they are doing, often
in difficult circumstances.

Brenda has written our thanks to Synod for the grants that have enabled us
to replace the kitchens, lighting, fascia boards and other things in the
building that help us to keep it looking and running smoothly. Diane, from
Synod, has offered to come and lead worship later in the year and she will
then see this for herself.

The meeting closed as always with sharing of the Grace.


plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/
plasticfreejuly.org

Bristol Night Shelter from Carol Fry

“THE SHELTER HAS SAVED MY LIFE. | was becoming very

depressed and | was about to relapse, and now | feel so .J-
good. | have never had such progress with housing, but

you saved me at just the right time.”

“My life was hopeless but | am feeling much better now, and looking
forward to my future.”

“I’'ve loved being here; it’s one of the best things that has happened to me.”

These comments were said by guests at the Bristol Churches Shelter,
2025-26. At the Celebration Event on 15t June, it was reported that 17
churches around Bristol plus other individuals volunteered for shifts this
winter. Churches provided lunches and dinners every day for five months
(2,585 in total!) From November to March, 25 guests were moved into
further accommodation (one other was asked to leave, one left
voluntarily, and two were given temporary respite towards the end of
March, so 29 altogether housed.)

Guests received support from St Mungo’s Employment service, Welfare
Rights and Money Advice, Bristol City Council, the BCS staff and other
partner agencies.

Many members of Redland Park made sandwiches, gave donations, or
served lunch at the shelter, and we are grateful to everyone.
Unfortunately, Bristol City Council won’t be funding the Shelter next
winter, as they want to fund year-round services instead, so various other
volunteering opportunities are being planned.

July is Plastic Free month and this year we’re thinking about laundry, a
top source of microplastic pollution. Fibres from synthetic clothes
(polyester, nylon, and acrylic for example) shed tiny fibres during
washing and drying. These enter the sewage systems and are hard to
filter out. Use a microfibre bag or ball to catch the fibres. Learn more
about reducing plastic pollution in the laundry process at

plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/
and more about this year’s campaign at plasticfreejuly.org.



plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/
plasticfreejuly.org

Redland Park Vision, part 5 from Les Fry

At the heart of our individual spiritual journeys, we seek to “Love the
Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind”, and as a
congregation, we seek to witness to our community by “Loving our
neighbour as we love ourselves” and enjoy “life in all its fullness”.

Each of the five groups are seeking to ensure that these values are
expressed across all aspects of Redland Park’s life and we are
consistently grateful for their commitment and imagination.

The Climate Justice group are determinedly advocating that we move
our church bank account to the Co-op Bank whose ethical values and
commitment to a positive impact on the environment and society, seem
appropriate. The group’s decision reflects research through the
Justmoney movement and analysis into the CAF Bank, Reliance Bank
and Unity Bank. Elders voted unanimously for this recommendation to
be taken to the September Church Meeting.

Building on our May Away Day at New Brunswick the Finance &
Property group have divided 20 aspects of discussion into distinct
Property, Financial and Combined matters and begun discussing some
human resource issues to enable us to comply with increasingly detailed
compliance with legal demands and standards.

Some decisions will be in response to the Quinquennial Property Review
while some will be more long term. Detailed reports will be shared at
the July Church and Elders’ Meetings.

The Young Peoples’ Group have successfully re-launched the monthly
Youth Group, as well as planning external promotion of our Junior
Church on the Whiteladies Road noticeboard and the details of a
Summer Family day and our annual Barton Camp, scheduled for
October 3™,

Elders’ updates on their membership groups are central to the work of
the Pastoral Vision group with immediate promotion of the Church
Garden Party, sharing invitations and lifts.

The Worship Group is committed to increased lay leadership and
witness will be explored through Café Style worship, and with Elders
regularly leading prayers of intercession.


https://justmoney.org.uk/
https://justmoney.org.uk/

To further enhance the spiritual aspect of our Sunday mornings, the
Music for Worship slot will usually follow the sermon, offering greater
reflection time. And to facilitate a calm start to our worship, a candle
will be lit to prepare the congregation for the entry of the Bible.

A worship workshop is planned as part of our Barton Camp day on
October 3™, making use of material from “Stepwise”.

Changing our Bank

In Les’s update on RP’s vision, you will see that the Climate Justice Group
is advocating that as a church we change our bank. The Elders and
Treasurer support this. But before it comes to the church meeting for a
decision we thought we’d set out the reasons and try to answer the most
obvious questions you might have. And leave time to ask any others.

Why switch at all?

Most big banks, including HSBC (which is whom we bank with currently),
give significant financial support to sectors that are harming God’s
creation, such as fossil fuels and single-use plastics. Many have made
environmental commitments, but are still funding the fossil fuel industry
or other environmentally destructive projects.

Why are we suggesting the Co-op Bank?

We were guided by a report called “Greener, fairer banking” from the
JustMoney Movement - “Christians for a fairer, greener world.” They’re
supported by people like Christian Aid and the Church of Scotland. You
can see more about them on their website https://justmoney.org.uk/
The report suggests 4 banks, including the Co-op. We felt we should go
with a bank most of us have heard of. But why are we recommending
the Co-op?

(a) It has a strong customer-led Ethical Policy which prioritises
environmental issues including climate change, biodiversity and helping
customers make sustainable choices.

(b) The Co-op has an aim to decarbonise the bank and achieve Net Zero
status by 2050. It has recently furthered transparency by disclosing all
emissions, including indirect emissions (e.g. mortgage lending). It's
working towards becoming a lifetime carbon neutral bank (calculating
and offsetting historic carbon emissions since 1872).


https://justmoney.org.uk/
https://justmoney.org.uk/

c) Fossil fuel financing - It doesn’t finance the exploration, extraction or
production of fossil fuels, or operation and development of fossil fuel
fired power stations or infrastructure.

(d) And it was named as a Which? Eco Provider (2025)

2. How will the switch affect my DD/SO to RP?

The Co-operative Bank is part of the Current Account Switching Service so
will take care of everything once the switch is underway — transferring all
regular incoming and outgoing payments, saved payees, and the balance.
So you won’t need to do anything!

Is that it?
We very much feel that if we agree to do the switch we shouldn’t do it
quietly but explain to HSBC why we are switching. The Greener-Fairer
Banking document has templates of letters/emails to send to banks which
held the account before switching, giving reasons why we have decided to
switch to the Co-operative Bank.
[Ed: I’'m very grateful to Myra Jones for raising and perservering with this
issue, and to Alison Hooper for much of the text here.]

(o, O

National Emergency Briefing from Myra Jones

| went to see this film at Trinity Henleaze on 14™ June. It was a very
disturbing film but well produced and does explain what actions need to
be taken .

It showed the stark reality of what this country and of course the rest of
the world will be facing in the fairly near future.

| am sure we all fear what life will be like for teenagers and twenty
somethings. This film makes it clear that climate chaos is much more
imminent than that.

| think everyone needs to see this film.

There is a campaign trying to get our Government to make sure that it is
shown nationwide. Click on the link below to see where you can find
showings of the film locally, including the Quaker Meeting House on
Hampton Road and Redland Parish church.
https://bristolclimatenature.org/news/have-you-been-briefed/




Micah 7:13, 19 - a reflection by Susan Durber

But the earth will be desolate because of its inhabitants, for the fruit of
their doings.

He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities
under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.

| am convinced that climate change is the most important challenge
facing humankind at the moment, but it's been a hard journey for me.
Like many of us, | am shy about science and tend to leave it to the
experts. I'm afraid of looking stupid, of mixing up my emissions targets
and my ppm of CO;, or of forgetting what the difference really is
between adaptation and mitigation.

I have, | admit, found it difficult to get my head around the idea that
there could be a link between me driving a car in Somerset and the life
of a farmer in the Sudan. Even though | am convinced it's true, | hadn't
somehow felt it. But | am now utterly convinced. I've had a word with
myself, read up on the science and seen with my own eyes how
climate change is threatening so much that's been achieved in
overcoming poverty. And, I've rediscovered my faith.

The many scientists called together by the UN to make plain these
truths, say that there is a 95% certainty that climate change is being
caused by human beings (the same level of certainty that there is a
link between smoking and lung cancer). They tell us that we need to
have zero emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases by 2100 if we
want to stop temperatures rising by less than two degrees celsius. This
means: governments taking action, new technologies being invested in
and lifestyle changes for you and me. It means all of us ending our
dependence on fossil fuels. | have to believe that the science matters.
When | visited El Salvador last year, | heard from those who know
what a changing climate means because they can no longer reap a
harvest.

Prophets like Micah knew - with a deep wisdom and in a very different
context from ours - that there is a connection between human



behaviour and the natural world. Micah told people that they were
ruining the land and that it was their selfishness - their treatment of
the poor - that meant that the climate was changing. Prophets were
unafraid to call people to live differently. Such verses sound clear like
bells today.

Prophets like Micah also wrote beautiful verses: about God's grace
and forgiveness, about God's unfailing promises and about the
renewal of earth and people. Such verses sound hope for today too.
Micah was not a scientist. But he saw clearly that human beings will
only flourish in solidarity with creation - not at odds with it. He saw
that we must never forget that God made us to care for the earth and
to work for a just world. And he never forgot to say that God won't
forget us, that God will help us, that renewal is possible and will come.
Here, | find, in this witness from the scriptures, a narrative that is
challenging but also familiar, one that | don't struggle to speak, one
that | trust and one | can join in with when I'm feeling brave.

| suppose that if most people are like me, the scientists and pundits
are going to have a hard time being heard. We are not likely to beat
this one with statistics and forecasts, but an inspiring prophet and a
poet who can open up our imaginations might do it. A renewal of our
faith might do it. Who could forget Micah's most well-known verse: ‘...
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God' (6:8)?

No one is quite sure what that word 'humbly' translates as; it's rare in
the Bible. Perhaps it means something like 'lightly' - that we should
tread lightly upon God's earth. That's what the scientists urge on us,
that's what those in poverty ask of us, and it's there already, in the
ancient wisdom that we have known for centuries. Time to hear it
again.

Rev Dr Susan Durber is a URC minister, and one of the 8 presidents of
the World Council of Churches.

This piece was originally published over 10 years ago in Reform (now
Reformed) Reprinted with permission.



Forgiveness

As part of the 7 o’clock worship over the last couple of months, we’ve
been thinking about aspects of forgiveness - something we pray about
every time we say the Lord’s Prayer. Brenda offers this:

How to Forgive

Pray

(Matthew 5:44)

Love and do good to the offender

(Romans 12:9)

Don’t speak poorly of the offender

(Romans 12:14)

Release them from your punishment

(Romans 12:17-19)

Don’t celebrate their failures

(Proverbs 24:17)
Treat them the way you
want to be treated

(Luke 6:31)

Stop dwelling on the past

(Isaiah 43:18)

¢

www.SunshyngGray.com

Biblical Cheistia Counseling




Partner with us in prayer for justice 1'eqrfund

Last month we began a series in repsonse to Tear
Fund’s call to us to pray to God together for justice at a local, national and
global level to dismantle the root causes of poverty. TF suggested 7 areas
for prayer. Last month we began with praying for the climate. This
month...

Pray for gender equality

When women and girls realise their God-given potential, they help create
thriving communities. Tearfund works to address the biases and barriers
they face that prevent this from happening.

e Pray for the men and women participating in Tearfund’s Transforming
Masculinities programme, that their families and communities will
become free from gender-based violence and pursue gender equality.

e Pray for women to gain positions of influence to bring about God’s
kingdom, and to support other women to achieve their God-given
potential.

e Pray that the voices of marginalised communities would be heard as
they advocate for their needs and for structural changes.

If you’re reading this on screen you can find more prayer points by clicking on:
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-
guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality

A Rocha Eco tips for AUGUST

Looking after wildlife in the heat. Times of drought and dryness can be
dangerous for wildlife. Provide water for birds and insects - put a dish of
water out to help wildlife stay hydrated. Insects, small mammals, birds,
and even badgers, foxes, and deer could benefit. A stone in a plant saucer
helps bees to perch and drink without drowning. These small actions
make a big difference and are just some of the ways we can live out our
calling to care for God’s creation. See our blog on looking after wildlife in
the heat for more warm weather eco tips:
arocha.org.uk/looking-afterwildlife-in-the-heat/



https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality
arocha.org.uk/looking-afterwildlife-in-the-heat/
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/
https://www.inhope.uk/our-venues/spring-of-hope/
www.inhope.uk/our-venues/the-wild-goose/

Jobs section - could you volunteer?

Bristol Churches Shelter

As this will no longer be funded by the Council for next winter, we are
considering other opportunities for supporting homeless people around
Bristol. If you are interested in any of the below please contact Carol Fry
or email Jane Jones at Jane.jones@inhope.uk. Please note these are
initial concepts and proposals; we just wanted to see what interest there
would be initially.

Spring of Hope https://www.inhope.uk/our-venues/spring-of-hope/
The ladies staying as guests at Spring of Hope (SoH) night shelter,
typically arrive at around 10 p.m. and are required to leave by 8 a.m. the
following morning. There are usually around eight ladies staying
overnight at SoH, generally assessed as low to medium risk/support
needs. The aim is to provide additional support to the women staying at
the shelter, helping them secure stable accommodation.

Possible volunteer roles (for which training would be given) might be:

Monday Morning Support Sessions to help create a friendly and
welcoming environment by spending time with the women, preparing
and serving drinks and refreshments, and providing or making
sandwiches for lunch. These could be 2 or 4 hour shifts.

Evening Meals at Spring of Hope running from September to March. The
aim is to provide a hot meal, community, and a warm, welcoming space,
when women arrive at the shelter. This could be organised by Church
teams but individuals could also be involved.

Wild Goose café www.inhope.uk/our-venues/the-wild-goose/
Pilot project: to run a Thursday evening at the Wild Goose, to offer a hot
meal and connection to those who are sleeping rough or in unstable
accommodation and very low income.

Foodbank vounteering website url too long - use — Sz
Donations Champions — a variety of flexible volunteer role
supporting local foodbank donation campaigns.



https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality
arocha.org.uk/looking-afterwildlife-in-the-heat/
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/
https://www.inhope.uk/our-venues/spring-of-hope/
www.inhope.uk/our-venues/the-wild-goose/

FareShare needs volunteers too.

""" Right now, 1 in 4 children across the South West are
living in poverty, while food for millions of meals is thrown away. At
FareShare South West, our vision is a future where no food is wasted, and
all people can thrive. FareShare collects surplus food from the food
industry that would otherwise go to waste and reditributes it to food
banks, charities, schools and community groups. We urgently need more:

e Van drivers and drivers’ assistants to deliver the crates of food

e Warehouse assistants who pick and pack the food orders

e Admin volunteers
Every hour from every volunteer shares food for 87 meals across the SW.
And you meet a huge range of nice people both at the warehouse and at
the projects we deliver to. For more info. ask Angus or look at

https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/

< <>

Keeping up with the vicar, part 166
Here are the Lectionary readings for July and August.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching. The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

This section of Matthew’s gospel has a string of parables. We've heard
them lots of times, which can be a problem —there’s the tendency to skip
to the end, thinking, “Yup, | know this one.” But all of them seem to be
ways of answering the question “What is the kingdom of heaven like?”
Last Sunday (as | write this) we read about Jesus sending the disciples out
to “Preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.” “ (Mt10:7)
Maybe all these illustrations will help us to do just that.

The story of the healing we’ll read on August 16™ is one of those bits | find
awkward. (Go on, look it up now and give yourself some time to think
about it.) Why does Jesus at first just ignore the woman and her cry for
help. Isn’t he being a bit rude? And when he does answer her he sounds


https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/

even ruder. A bit racist, even. OK, it turns out well in the end but I've
never been comfortable about it. Actually I've just spotted I’'m leading
worship at RP that Sunday. I’'m having a flashback as a teacher. | learned
not to ask a question and expect an immediate response; people need
thinking time. And it helps if you’ve had time to try your answer out with
a friend before you offer it out loud. So my classes got used to having
thinking time and sharing-your-idea time after | asked a question, but
accepted as quid pro quo that they would be expected to offer an idea.
(After all, if it was wrong, you could blame the person you talked to.)

And so, in teacher mode, | shall expect you to have read that passage and
have some ideas to share during worship. And if everyone is suddenly
away that weekend, | shall consider that a cop out. (NB folk - don’t think
you’ve been let off the hook. I'll return to it next time I’'m with you - or
maybe even the previous Sunday, so be prepared!)

Meanwhile, as we work our way through Romans - passages to read while
fully awake - | shall rejoice in that glorious affirmation at the end of the
Romans reading on July 26%" - a reading that will forever be in my Desert
Island bible readings.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.
oT Psalm Gospel NT
Jul 5t pits of Gen 24:34-67 45:10-17 Mt 11:16-19,25-30 Rom 7:15-25
12" Gen 25:19-34  119:105-112 Mt 13:1-9,8-23 Rom 8:1-11
19t Gen 28:10-19 139:1-12,23-24 Mt 13:24-30,36-43 Rom 8:12-25
26" Gen 29:15-28  105:1-11,45 Mt 13:31-33,44-52 Rom 8:26-39

Aug 2" Gen 32:22-31 17:1-7,15 Mt 14:13-21 Rom 9:1-5
9th Gen 37:1-4,12-28 105:1-22,45 Mt 14:22-33 Rom 10:5-15
16™  Gen 45:1-15 133 Mt 15:10-28 Rom 11:1-2,29-32
23 Ex1:8-2:10 124 Mt 16:13-20 Rom 12:1-8

30t Ex3:1-15 105:1-26,45 Mt 16:21-28 Rom 12:9-21


https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/volunteer/

Deadline for contributions
for the September edition is
15t August,
but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you lots to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.
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