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Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett

Dear friends,

Easter Sunday this year is April 5. As you read
this edition of the Recorder, we will be in the
run-in to Easter, as we travel through Lent.
Don’t forget the Lent Conversations, which are
also included in the Recorder.

For society Easter has become a marker point in
the year. Once we get to Easter we know that
spring has arrived. We have got through the
endless January and the also quite bleak .
February. | hope that Lent was also good for you. Then spring arrives and
there is that intrinsic sense of relief and maybe hope too as the longer
days unfold. It has become a marker in the year, but those of us who seek
it as central to our faith it also marks a real turning point in history.

As | grew up in the 60s and 70s, the years were still known as B.C. and A.D.
| loved that watershed notion. These days in our much more secular
world is now more commonly Before the Christian Era and the Christian
Era. As you might know, | used to be an archaeologist. | can understand
the new term, but for me as a minister, it misses the point. It is not
ourselves who provided that watershed moment in history, it was Christ
who did that. What happens in the cross and resurrection is mysteriously
unique and powerful. The God who had been so well known through the
experience of Israel and the pages of the Hebrew Bible, suddenly becomes
even more revealed through the events of that first Easter. The Church
that emerges has a particular commitment to love, justice, mercy and
forgiveness. It is far from being perfect, but even so, there is something
distinct and new that starts to impact society.

In the past year you may have seen something about The Quiet Revival
report, as published by Bible Society. [Ed: See also pieces by Gill & LesF
about this in last October’s Recorder.] That indicated a rise of those in
Generation Z(young people!!) showing an interest in faith. That has
caused much debate since. For what it is worth, | think that there is a
cultural shift that is going on, that takes God just a bit more seriously. Itis
something to do with hope and meaning in what is otherwise a rather
bleak and challenging world. | don’t think that | will ever see a reversion




to B.C. and A.D. for the chronology of the years, but in my more senior
years as a minister | do hope to see a greater interest in theology,
spirituality and faith.
Happy Easter. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Dougie
———

What should | do? asks the Editor
| led worship at another church this morning (this is a few weeks before
you read this). It was a church | don’t know particularly well. There was
one young man sitting at the back who seemed engaged with the readings
and even my sermon. | spoke with him at the end. It was his first time at
the church but he’s searching. “I just want to know what it’s all about,” he
said. “What should | do?” Wow! What do you say in the next few minutes?

| started with the Bible. He hadn’t got one so | picked one off the church’s
book rack and gave it to him. (I hope the church didn’t mind.) | pointed
him to Mark’s gospel because it’s punchy and immediate and doesn’t
begin with a load of stuff about shepherds and wise men but gets straight
into Jesus’ ministry. And | suggested he asks himself as he reads it the
same question the people at the time did; “Who is this man?” And |
encouraged him to come back to the church and ask anyone questions. “I
can tell you were a teacher,” he said with a smile. “ ‘There’s no such
things as a silly question.”” 1 won’t be at that church for a while now, but
several others picked up on their visitor and made him welcome so | hope
he’ll be back, with his questions, and that I'll see him when I’'m next there.

As | cycled home, so many things went through my mind as to what else |
could have said to him, and about why I'd suggested he’d started reading
the book I'd given him two-thirds of the way through. (It helped distract
me from the rain that was getting rather heavy.) But it reminded me that
we have to be ready. | guess many of us imagine people just wandering
in to the church off the streets. Sam did. If each of us were asked by a
Sam, “I want to know what it’s all about. What should | do?” how would
we respond?

I'd love there to be a response to this from you. What would you say to
Sam? Just like the questions, there’s no such thing as a silly response.
Let’s share and encourage each other in our thinking.



Worship details
... at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)
Mar 1t Rev Dougie Burnett, including communion
8t Rev Rachel Haig

15t Rev Dougie Burnett

22" Rev Dougie Burnett

29t Rev Dougie Burnett

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

or, if you’re reading this online, just click on
htts://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjcSNHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We’re continuing to think about forgiveness.

Mar 8t Forgiveness, part 5: Out of debt
22" Forgiveness, part 6: When we are wounded
Zoom login: 8154053 7777  passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings:
Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

... and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

Mar 1t  Angus Gregson
8t Rev Dougie Burnett, Gift Sunday and communion
15™  Mothering Sunday. Mrs Sue Thorne
22" Wendy Macgee
29t Rev Sue Cossey

Apr 3  Good Friday worship at 10 a.m. followed by refreshments, and
the the Walk of Witness to Arnside.



Other dates...

... at Redland Park
March Sun 1%t Bring and share lunch at midday
Mon 2" Organ group meeting at 10.30 a.m.
Tue 4™ Elders meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Fri 6™ World Day of Prayer - see later in the Recorder for details
Sun 15" Church meeting at midday

Sat 21 Organ treat: Richard Johnson.
Cakes from 10.30 a.m., Music from 11 a.m.

Wednesdays: 12.00 - 2 p.m. Bristol churches night shelter - see Carol
Fry

3.30 - 4.30 p.m. students doughnuts - see Les Fry

Thursdays:  Warmshare - coffee in the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m.
till 1.30 p.m. - see Derek Jones

Lent conversations - see later in the Recorder for details, but the dates are
Wed 4", Thu 12%, Wed 18" and Wed 25t

Holy week services, mostly at 7 p.m.
Mar Mon 30t All Saints, Pembroke Road
Tue 31t Cotham Parish church

Apr Wed 1%t Redland Park URC
Thu 2" Victoria Methodist
Fri 3

=

4 Tyndale Baptist at 10 a.m.
NB dates overledf...

"The church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant
of the state, but rather the conscience of the state. It must be the guide
and the critic of the state, and never its tool. If the church does not
recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social club
without moral or spiritual authority."

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.




... at (and around) New Brunswick
Mar Mon 2" Bible study and prayer at 7.30 p.m. followed by cake.

Tue 3™ Joint Churches prayer meeting hosted by Pentecostal
Holiness church at 7.30 p.m.

Thu 5%  Church meeting at 7 p.m,
Fri 20™ Southmead quiz night at 7 p.m.

Sat 28" Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway
Centre from noon - 3 p.m.

People news ... from Redland Park from Carol Fry

We welcome back our organist, Martyn Steel, after an extended stay in
Venice, and look forward to hearing him on the organ and piano again
soon.

Please remember Ali Talebi in your prayers; he recently returned to Iran
to visit his family but came home early because of the terrible and
worsening situation there. His family are safe, but many others are not.
Please pray for Jane Rogers who is still in the Stroke Rehabilitation Unit at
the South Bristol Community Hospital, and we hope that she can move
into suitable accommodation shortly.

We also send our best wishes to Brian Day who had a fall and cracked a
bone, and is slowly recovering from that.

Viv Hayden hurt her back some time ago and is hopefully recovering after
treatment in Southmead Hospital; she is now home with support and we
pray for her continued recovery.

We remember Peter and Anna Ambrose who also need our prayers and
best wishes for better health.

Unfortunately we will be losing Mintae Huang and Minjae Shin shortly as
they return to South Korea for work; we send our prayers for their future
and hope to see them sometime soon!

Please also remember Florence Manyika whose mother died recently in
Zimbabwe; we send our prayers and condolences.



There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, and for those of our friends in nursing homes or care
homes and unable to come to church. We thank all our Technical Team
who provide the means for everyone unable to come to church to log
onto zoom on a Sunday morning.

WE ALL LIKE A BISCUIT WITH OUR COFFEE AFTER THE SERVICE
so donations would be appreciated.

... and from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake
We are sorry to hear that Liz is in hospital. Our thoughts and prayers are
with her for a speedy recovery.

Angie continues to be in our prayers and we send her and Sean our love and
best wishes.

Anita, Roger and family are in our thoughts as they all continue to support
Paul in his recovery.

We think of those who have lost loved ones in the last few weeks meaning
family and friends have had funerals to attend. A difficult time for everyone.
May God give all who mourn, His comfort, peace and love.

Jen S has at last been able to move from the hotel she has been in for over
twelve months to a new home in Henbury. This move has very much been
an answer to prayer. Jen sends love to everyone.

Warm congratulations to b who was awarded ‘The Shining Light Award’. This
award was voted for by the other cast members of the Drama group to
which Jo belongs.

We uphold all these folk to God in prayer asking Him to minister to each as

their needs re quire. He is with us in our sad times and our happy times,
comforting and celebrating with us.

BIRTHDAYS
Some of our congregation will be celebrating a birthday this month.

March 11™ Paul G 12th Gill G 18™ Hazel
May everyone who is celebrating a birthday, anniversary or some other
event in their family have a day full of God’s richest blessings.



What’s been happening?

Highlights from the January New Brunswick church meeting
Safeguarding training has been arranged for all to do on 18t February.

The new kitchen is taking shape, and we are looking forward to ‘getting
back to normal’.

Brenda and Gill have brought a couple of ideas to follow through after the
conference we attended last year, LYCIG (Leading Your Church into
Growth).

We were really pleased that the work to the drains was completed and
inspected in the time allowed by Wessex Water, who signed it off.

News was shared of church members which included Liz, who is currently
in hospital. Mary, Fidel, Jen Swann, Jenny Bailey, who died on Boxing Day,
Elaine and Carol. Christmas gifts were given to Robin, Wenda, Margaret
and Angie.

Following the Christingle service, led by Kate, it was agreed to send a
donation to the Children’s Society.

We have booked a date for our next Quiz and Cream Tea, 18" April.

The meeting closed with sharing the Grace.

TYNDALE CIRCLE

The churches in the area support the Tyndale Circle, based at
Tyndale Baptist Church, which is a day centre for people with

dementia, and gives their carers some respite. Myra, Linda

and Carol all volunteer there. We have word quizzes, chair exercises,
singing and other games, plus tea and coffee and a two course lunch.

There are some spaces now so if you know of anyone who would
appreciate such a day release, please let Carol Fry know.



Coming up...

LENT CONVERSATIONS 2026

MATTERS of LIFE and DEATH,
HEALTH and FAITH

All meetings are at 7pm with refreshments for 7.30pm

Wednesday 4th March - Alma Church, St John's Rd, Bristol BS8 2ES
Speaker: Prof John Bryant Exeter University, on bioethics
Beyond the Double Helix: Medicine, Genetics and Ethics

Thursday 12th March - Cotham Parish Church, Cotham Rd, BS6 6DR
Speaker: Dr Simon Kolstoe Portsmouth University,
research ethicist in Public Health

The Ethics of Al and other new technologies in Healthcare

Wednesday 18th March - Tyndale Baptist Church, Whiteladies Rd, BS8 2QG
Speaker: Dr Ariel Dempsey, Oxford University, physician and
postdoctoral fellow in the Faculty of Theology
Reflections on Assisted Dying

Wednesday 25th March at the Redland Friends Meeting House, BS6 6JE
Speaker: Prof Neil Messer, Baylor University Texas, theological bioethics
Science in Theology: What kind of Conversation?

Churches Together in Clifton, Redland and Cotham with Hotwells,
in association with Christians in Science, Bristol.

‘\L\ CHRISTIANS-IN-SCIENCE




WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

A service for everyone!

Friday 6 March

| will give you rest, come

Please join our Ecumenical service
Cathedral Church of Saints Peter and
Paul, Clifton Park, BS8 3BX
Refreshments 10am

Service 10.30 -11.30am

Service is streamed from the Cathedral’s
website. cliffoncathedral.org/stream

Buses 5 & 77 will take you to the cathedral

Ia 2026

| - Voluntary collection or pay online
wwdp.org.uk/product/make-a-donation/ _

24-T 365 Days a year Prayer movement Ecumenical International Women-led
Wde‘Drg.uk Registered Charity Number 233242

ei% INFORMED PRAYER PRAYERFUL ACTION




World Day of Prayer :
Churches Together in Redland, Cotham and Clifton have L

several subcommittees. One of them is WDOP. S
| have been secretary for this committee for the last 14 r
years. We are privileged to be represented by all the [ ]
Christian dominations on it. Helen Grand is our

representative on the committee.

This year, for the first time in my memory, we are holding this ecumenical
service at the Catholic Cathedral. | have meet with Father Liam who has
been very welcoming to this service happening there. Tribute too to Rita
Daws (our Catholic representative) who has made this venue possible.

This year, the service has been written by the women of Nigeria. Although
the national committee have dropped ‘women’ from their title, the
service is still only written by women. It gives a voice to many women
around the world who are still disfranchised in many ways.

This year it is on Friday March 6%, with refreshments at 10.0 a.m. and
the service at 10.30 a.m. till 11.30 a.m. There is limited parking at the
Cathedral, but bus routes are highlighted, on the poster. | want to thank
Andy Grand who produced an electronic copy of the poster for us.

| would ask you all to really promote this service, especially as Nigeria
really needs our support, at this time. WDOP has no funds of its own and
this annual service is the only time it can raise substantial money to
support the many grants they give out throughout the world.

| have exciting news about next years’ service. WDOP are celebrating
their centenary. | think this is a remarkable achievement for a service. It
will be called United in Prayer for Justice and Peace, and will be held here
at Redland Park. How can highlight this anniversary.

WDOP’s origins can be accredited to Mary James who called for a day of
prayer for Home Missions in 1887. In 1927 it was established as the
WDOP. | have long felt that this service has slipped under the radar
overshadowed by International Women’s day. The idea for this was 1910
and wasn’t officially recognised by the UN until 1975. | hope next year we
can rectify this and give the WDOP the recognition it has long deserved.

Anne Neugebauer (Secretary to WDOP for CTiRC&C)



Situations Vacant column from Les Fry

Safeguarding at Redland Park

The Minister and Elders of Redland Park URC are always anxious to
support children and older people and to ensure that our church is a
safe place for everyone. We have adopted the full Safeguarding Policy of
the South West Province - click on the link below to read it:
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Paper-T4-SAG-Safeguarding-Policy-Statement.pdf

For many years, Jane Rogers had been our church safeguarding officer but
her current health means that she is unable to maintain this work. It is
very important that we find a successor.

As well as promoting best safeguarding practice for all ages, the role
demands being the first point of contact for safeguarding issues. All
organisations who use our premises are independent in safeguarding,
either administering their own policy or that of the church.

This is NOT an isolated role as several church members have safeguarding
experience, however, the church needs a good communicator, committed
to the welfare of the whole congregation who is easily contactable and is
prepared to receive appropriate training. Please pray for possible
candidates.

If you yourself feel called to this role, by God or by our congregation, please
contact me for an informal conversation.

Thank you, Les (Contact details on the back cover)

The Big Plastic Count THE BIG
Back in 2017, Everyday Plastic founder Daniel Webb PLASTIC
decided to see how much plastic he threw away. For one
year, he collected and counted every single piece of his
plastic waste — and there were 4,490 items in total.

Working with a scientific researcher, Daniel came up with a way to work
out his plastic profile. It revealed how much of his waste was recycled,
burned, buried, or shipped abroad.

His experiment started a national conversation that inspired The Big

Plastic Count. It gives everyone in the UK the chance to see what happens
to their plastic waste once it leaves their home.


Paper-T4-SAG-Safeguarding-Policy-Statement.pdf
https://thebigplasticcount.com/how-it-works

THE STORY SO FAR

The Big Plastic Count was launched in 2022 by Greenpeace and Everyday
Plastic. It is the UK’s biggest people-powered investigation into household
plastic waste. Since then, almost half a million people have taken part.
Over 11 million pieces of plastic have been counted.

The results have been impossible to ignore: most of our plastic isn’t
recycled. The majority is burned in the UK, while the rest is sent overseas
or to landfill.

Together, we found out the truth behind the UK’s big plastic problem. We
took our findings straight to Parliament, where school pupils asked MPs to
take action.

There was another Big Plastic Count in 2024 and now this year. You can
find out more about how it works, including a step-by-step video at:

https://thebigplasticcount.com/how-it-works

Once you sign up you get helpful resources like this easy to fill in checklist,
and a guide what to count and what not.

There are also resources to suggest ways
you can encourage your neighbours, or
any group you’re part of, or a group of
friends at school to take part together.

| have a couple of minister friends who try
to live for a month using no plastic at all.
Is it possible? Let’s start with your
toothpaste...

Scan to sign up or head to: thebigplasticcount.com
@TheBigPlasticCount #TheBigPlasticCount



Paper-T4-SAG-Safeguarding-Policy-Statement.pdf
https://thebigplasticcount.com/how-it-works

Stewardship of Creation: Travel from Les Brentley

As we enjoy the beauty of God’ world, many of us are
looking for ways to cherish and protect it for the
generations to come. Getting about is one of life’s great
joys - and often an essential part of living - whether
visiting family, exploring a new place, going shopping or coming to
church, but it often comes with a "carbon cost."

In 2025, the transport sector remained the largest contributor to UK
greenhouse gas emissions. However, the good news is that small,
thoughtful changes in how we move can make a significant difference.

Understanding Our Impact
Here is a comparison of the emissions produced by different modes of
transport for every kilometre travelled by one person.

Carbon emissions per passenger (grams of CO; per km)

Mode of Transport Emissions (g/km)
domestic flight 246
car (single occupant) 170
bus / coach 97
Train 35
walking / cycling 0

Gentle Ways to Travel Greener
You don't need to give up your lifestyle to be eco-friendly. Here are a few
practical suggestions that many of us can do:

Rediscover the Rail: The UK’s rail network offers some of the most scenic
views in the world. (Using a Senior or Family Railcard not only saves you
money but also ensures your journey has a fraction of the impact of
driving.)

Very often, when I’'m going to a church-based event, | take the local train.
| walk to my local station, which takes me about 10 minutes, get off at
Clifton Down station and walk to church from there. For a while the
Sunday train service wasn’t very reliable, so | walked or came by car.

It seems to have improved of late so it is my intention to start coming by
train again on a more regular basis.


www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/732748/Candidate_Profiles_2026.aspx

Using the bus: A bus carrying multiple people is far more efficient than
several separate cars on the road.

Sharing car journeys: If a car is necessary - perhaps for getting to Sunday
service or a lunch with friends - try to "fill the seats." Sharing a ride with
a neighbour instantly halves your individual carbon footprint for that trip.

Zero carbon emissions: For those of us who can manage it, clearly
walking or cycling is the best way to travel when looking to reduce our
carbon footprint! E-bikes can even help with those Bristol hills!

Packing light: It may sound small, but the heavier a vehicle is, the more
fuel it burns. Taking just what you need helps everyone travel a little
more efficiently.

And unless you’re going on a long trip, don’t fill your tank up; a full tank
can actually be 10% of the weight of your car.

A prayer for the journey

“Lord, as we journey through Your beautiful creation, guide our steps to be
light and our hearts to be full of gratitude. May we be faithful stewards of
the Earth You have entrusted to us.

What should be our/your priority? from the Editor

Amongst the many things that drop into my Inbox are Tyndale’s weekly
notices and bi-monthly magazine. One thing that piqued my interest was
that each year the Baptist Union elects a president. | don’t really know
what that role entails, but people at Tyndale were being encouraged to
watch the videos the candidates had made, setting out what their priority
would be. Just out of interest (and as a break from putting this together)

| watched them. They’re each about 5 minutes long. The candidates come
from different backgrounds and currently work in different ways within
the church, and that’s shaped what they would like to prioritise.

RP has its church Vision as to how it might move forward, although quite a
few in the church have yet to engage. A couple of elders at NB have been
to a Leading Your Church into Growth conference but how can the whole
of the church get involved? I'd encourage you to watch the three videos at

www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/732748/Candidate_Profiles_2026.aspx
and think: what would I like to see the church doing? What can I offer?


www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/732748/Candidate_Profiles_2026.aspx

Climate ideas for Lent from Tear Fund

www.tearfund.org/stories/2021/02/climate-ideas-for-lent

Five ways we can use our everyday actions to build a better, fairer world
during Lent this year.

Whether it’s a big part of your church tradition or not, the season of Lent
gives us an opportunity to reflect and consider how we can follow Jesus
more closely. What would it look like to walk in step with Christ in
responding to the injustice of climate change?

The climate crisis affects all of us, but it’s people in poverty who are
suffering first and worst. Governments and businesses have a large part
to play in tackling climate change — but we can all use our everyday
actions to love our neighbours and build a better, fairer world.

If you’d like to join us in taking new steps to build a better, fairer world
this Lent, here are five simple but powerful ways you can make a
positive impact.

Eat seasonally

Food plays a large part in our lives, and perhaps an even bigger role in the
lead-up to Easter: from chocolate Easter eggs and hot cross buns to the
all-important Easter Sunday lunch.

Like anything that’s precious, food comes at a cost — and not just the type
that you see in your bank balance. There’s also the energy and resources
that go into producing and transporting it. The choices we make
about what goes on our plates can have a big impact on the climate.

This Lent, why not explore new local, seasonal and plant-based food
options? Consider reducing your meat intake and buying local, responsibly
farmed produce. Try some new veggie ir vegan recipes.

Buy nothing new

The items we produce and buy as a nation have a huge impact on our
carbon footprint. Sadly, many of these are used only once before being
thrown away. Not only is this incredibly wasteful, it also uses up valuable
energy and resources.

Tackling the climate crisis means moving away from a throwaway


www.tearfund.org/stories/2021/02/climate-ideas-for-lent

consumer culture. Could you challenge yourself to buy only secondhand —
from charity shops or secondhand marketplaces? Or, could you go a step
further and choose not to buy any new clothes or household items
this Lent?

Green your energy

Even though we are moving out of winter, it can still feel chilly at home.
As many of us work or study from home, it’s a good opportunity to think
about where our energy comes from.

Switching to a renewable energy tariff, and considering other ways to
save energy at home, can reduce our carbon emissions and, in some
cases, save us money too.

If you’re looking for specific energy-saving ideas this Lent, you could try:
e Limiting draughts around doors and windows
e Turning your thermostat down by 1°C for the remaining cold months
e Switching electrical appliances off when not in use
e Layering up when you feel a chill

Go deeper

It may not feel like it, but choosing to learn more about the climate crisis
can be a powerful way to get involved in climate action. This Lent, why
not dive into some resources around the climate crisis, creation care,
or justice? You could set aside time each day to pray for those living in
poverty who are being hit the hardest by the climate crisis, theming your
prayers around what you’re learning.

On yer bike
When it comes to cutting down your carbon footprint, transport is one of
the best places to start.

Could you adopt some new cycling or walking habits during Lent?

If you don’t have access to a bike, this could be a great time to explore
your neck of the woods on foot. It’s a great way to cut down on vehicle
emissions, and you’ll be doing your health
and your bank balance a favour too.

Tearfund



www.tearfund.org/stories/2021/02/climate-ideas-for-lent

From the papers of Rev Cyril Grant:

Myra Jones is “custodian” of quite a bit of Cyril’s memorabilia. Amongst
them she found a booklet produced by the Congregational Church’s
Reconstruction Movement. The Movement’s aim was to raise half a
million pounds in the three years 1942-44 to rebuild churches damaged or
destroyed in the blitzes. Redland Park, bombed on 2" December 1940,
featured in the promotional booklet Through the Fires, price sixpence.

Redland Park, Bristol

““AS LONG AS
THERE'S AN
ENGLAND THERE
W EL BB oA
REDLAND PARK™
wrote a young per-
son the day after
the church was des-
troyed. And in this
spirit the work of
rebuilding is being
tackled.

“AND THIS IS
THE SPIRIT OF
ACHIEVEMENT.”

When Bristol Burned

Twenty-six of our churches and schools were hit in Bristol during raids
which continued at intervals for two years. Two churches and a school
have been entirely demolished; another church and school were wrecked
beyond repair, and nine other buildings were severely damaged. All
our churches have suffered through evacuation but through all their
trials their people show the same courageous and uncomplaining spirit
which has marked the citizens of Bristol all through.



Keeping up with the vicar, part 162

Here are the Lectionary readings for March. And welcome to Lent. At
least the days are visibly Lengthening (although at the moment that just
means we get more daylight to see that, yes, it is still raining). This year
the main gospel focus is Matthew, but through Lent we divert into John. A
key theme of Matthew’s gospel is to point out (to a chiefly Jewish
audience) how Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies.
John mirrors this in an even more profound way; look, for example, how
the opening of his gospel parallels the beginning of Genesis.

In Lent we have four longer readings with encounters between Jesus and
a variety of people, all of them in need. And Jesus shows in the way he
talks with them, in the way he deals with their underlying needs, that in
him the kingdom of God has come.

Meanwhile the Old Testament readings, although sometimes seemingly
unrelated, highlight key examples of humanity’s failing — The Fall, the
Israelites whinging during the exodus, and later in exile because of their
sins —and God’s continuing love in spite of that —the call and blessing of
Abraham, provision of water in the desert, the promise of restoration. All
in a sense a preamble to Good Friday and Easter.

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching. The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

oT Psalm Gospel NT

Mar 1t  Gen 12:1-4a 121 John 3:1-17 Rom 4:1-5,13-17
Lent 2

8th Exodus 17:1-7 95 John 4:5-42 Romans 5:1-11
Lent 3

15t 1Sam 16:1-13 23 John 9:1-41  Ephesians 5:8-14
Lent 4

22" Ezekiel 37:1-14 130 John 11:1-45 Romans 8:6-11
Lent5

29t Isaiah 50:4-9a 118:1-2,19-29 Matt 21:1-11 Phil 2:5-11
Palm Sunday



Deadline for contributions
for the April edition is
15t March,
but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you to everybody who
has contributed so much to this edition.

Minister: Rev. Douglas Burnett
0117 3309910
douglas@douglasburnett.co.uk

RP Secretary: Les Fry NB Secretary: Gill Waines
07769 253279 07848 147554
lesjfry@hotmail.com newbrunswickurc@gmail.com
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