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Vestry Vibes by Dougie Burnett

Dear friends,

From Easter Sunday we move into the season
of Easter. On Easter Sunday we celebrated
some key words/values that flow from Easter:
joy, justice, equality and mercy. During the
season of Easter we hear reading from the Acts
of the Apostles rather than the Old Testament.
The reason for this is that with these early
readings from the Book of Acts we hear the
stories about the early church in the immediate .
period following the resurrection. In the light of those resurrection values
that we celebrated on Easter Sunday, | have always loved those verses
from Acts 2.43-47 which are very much about holding all things in
common, and meeting in each other’s homes to break bread, that they
ate their food “With glad and generous hearts, praising God and having
the goodwill of all the people.” (vw46-47). | dare say that it wasn’t quite
so wonderful all the time, but this was very much the driving sense that
nonetheless shaped and drove the early church.

Maybe if | had to choose a hymn or song that went alongside all of that, it
might be the modern classic by Marty Haugen:
Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions
Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.

That fits so well with that Acts reading.

Curiously, | have found out recently that a nephew of Marty Haugen
happens to be a certain Pete Hegseth, the U.S. secretary of defence. |
have got no idea how close their relationship is, but should there ever be
family meals together, | would imagine that the conversations might be
quite interesting!



In the meantime we move towards Pentecost. We reflect on the
experience of the early church, and seek where the Holy Spirit is leading
us in these very changed times. You might have seen recently that the
Bible Society Quiet Revival report has been withdrawn because of some
possible spurious data. However, many commentators are still convinced
that there is a culture shift going on across Europe that brings God much
more into the equation. We may have passed what is called “Peak
Secularisation.” So, we continue to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. That
message of life, joy, equality, justice and mercy is still very much needed.

Dougie

The door-sized banner that
greets everyone -
worshippers and others
using the building at
New Brunswick -
this Eastertide.

Thanks to Brenda for
acquiring it.




Worship details
... at Redland Park

Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

May 3
10th
17th
24t
31t

Rev Dougie Burnett, including communion
Angus Gregson

Rev Dougie Burnett

Rev Dougie Burnett

Rev Dougie Burnett

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

or, if you're reading this online, just click on
htts://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVicSNHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We're continuing to think about forgiveness.

May 10th
24th

Forgiveness, part 8: Forgiving when we don’t feel like it
Forgiveness, part 9: Forgiving ourselves

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777 passcode: 087103

Cell Group meetings:
Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

... and at New Brunswick

Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

May 3
loth
17th
24t
31t

Rev Stephen Newell

Rev Dougie Burnett, including communion
Brenda Drake

tba - Pentecost

Rev Jenny Low




Other dates...
... at Redland Park
May Wed 6™ Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Sat 16t Christian Aid Fair from 10.30 a.m.
Sun 17" Church meeting after worship at midday

Sat 23" Organ treat - Gavin Phelps.
Drinks and cakes from 10.30 a.m., music from 11 a.m.

Tue 26™ Finance and Property committee at 4.30 p.m.
Christian Aid week envelope deliveries - from 11t - see Carol Fry
Wednesdays: student doughnuts 3.45 - 4.30 p.m. - see Les Fry

Thursdays:  coffee morning n the front vestibule from 10.30 a.m. till
12.00 p.m. -see Carol Fry

... at (and around) New Brunswick

May Tue 5™ Joint Churches prayer meeting
hosted by St Stephens at 7.30 p.m.

Mon 11% Bible study and prayer at 7.30 p.m. Becoming righteous
followed by cake.

Fri 22" Southmead quiz night at 7 p.m.
Wed 27"  Church AGM at 7 p.m.

Sat 30™ Southmead craft and pre-loved fair at the Greenway
Centre from noon - 3 p.m.

"Even the holy Name of God, the God of life, is being dragged into
discourses of death. A world of brothers and sisters with one heavenly
Father vanishes, as in a nightmare, giving way to a reality populated by
enemies. We are met by threats, rather than the invitation to listen and
to come together. Brothers and sisters, those who pray are aware of
their own limitations; they do not kill or threaten with death. Instead,
death enslaves those who have turned their backs on the living God,
turning themselves and their own power into a mute, blind and deaf
idol (cf. Ps 115:4-8), to which they sacrifice every value, demanding
that the whole world bend its knee." Pope Leo XIV, April 2026




People news
I’'m sorry to have to report two deaths.

Liz Whitchurch sadly passed away peacefully on Monday 13t April. Liz
was Gill’s sister. Over the last few months Liz has had many health issues,
but through it all Liz never complained and her faith remained strong. We
ask God for His comfort for those who mourn this sad loss, especially Gill,
Jason, Lou and Jo.

Rose Pope passed away peacefully on 15™ April, having been in declining
health for some time. Rose was an Elder at RP, and led Junior Church and
a Junior Choir for some time, and organised holidays for “old” people at
Trinity Henleaze into her 80s. We pray for her children and grandchildren
who will miss her the most. We ask God for His comforting arms to
surround them all as they come to terms with their loss. We will all miss
her friendship, support, encouragement and love.

For both Liz and Rose, we thank God for their faith and witness, for all that
they have meant to us personally, and we have to be thankful that they
have been freed from pain and suffering.

R —

... from New Brunswick from Brenda Drake

It has been good to hear that Angie now seems to be making progress.
Angie sends love and best wishes to all her friends at church and is looking
forward to being with us very soon.

We continue to pray for Paul, Anita, Roger and the family. It is
encouraging to hear that Paul has been moved to continue his treatment.
We pray that this new establishment will cater to Paul’ ongoing needs.
Praying, too, that Paul will soon settle and be receptive to this new
ongoing care.

We have no Birthdays during the merry month of May!

But to all those who do have something to celebrate within their families
we pray that these special days will be happy times and will be full of God’
richest blessings.



... and from Redland Park from Carol Fry

Jane Rogers is now happily settled back in her own flat, with Eternity as
her carer. Unfortunately, Jane found it difficult at church with lots of
people around so won’t be here for the time being, although she
appreciates visitors.

Teame Mebrahtu has been with his daughters again recently so not
appearing in Bristol, but we hope his medical care is going well and he is
now back home. It was great to see him back with us in church.

There are other members and friends with health issues at present and
we pray for them all, including Brian and Wendy, David and Viv, Peter
and Anna, Lewis Manyika, and for those of our friends in nursing homes
or care homes and unable to come to church. We are grateful to all our
Technical Team who provide the means for everyone unable to come to
church to log onto zoom on a Sunday morning.

Dougie will be away on sabbatical in June and July, with his holiday in
August, so we won’t see him after May, and we wish him well in his
studies, his pilgrimage, and his holiday.

R —

What’s been happening?

Lent talks

The series of Lent talks put on by a committed team in the CCR group of
churches on the theme of “Matters of life and death, health and
faith”continued. Rather than try to summarise any of them, | asked RP
people who were there (apologies if | missed you) to reflect on one thing
they’d learned from the talk and one (of many!) questions they still had in
their mind. Here are some responses after the latter two talks.

3 Assisted dying

| have, for some time, erred on being in favour of assisted dying. However,
my perspective shifted somewhat during the talk for two main reasons.
As has happened in Canada, there is a slippery slope from cases of
assisted dying being rare and extraordinary to becoming the norm. In
time, the age or reasons can become more and more relaxed.



Also, it became clear that, while a person with a terminal illness and very
poor quality of life may express a wish to die in order to avoid further
suffering, examples were given of those people cherishing their last weeks
which family and friends have made special, feeling surrounded by love.
This was obviously a topic close to the hearts of many attending the
lecture. However | felt the speaker worked from the premise that, in
addressing a Christian audience, she assumed the majority would be
against assisted dying.

| know of several Christians for whom this would not be the case and who
may have many questions regarding how we go about 'end of life' care for
the terminally ill as well as those living with degenerative illness.

False assumption is that you can fix suffering with death.

Assisted dying is an inadequate alternative to quality palliative care.
Persistent plea is that death is preferable to loneliness, lack of dignity &
independence. Is the christian response to overcome these with care &
compassion, reaching out to the dying with presence, silence & loving
attention?

A danger of legalising assisted dying is that this then becomes the
treatment, the first response, not the last one.

Request for euthanasia is not a wish to die but a cry for help.

4 Science in theology
Christian ethics tend to avoid science.

Natural sciences are ill equipped to discuss "God".

Important that Christians and Scientists are in dialogue & find a common
language- accepting each others' mindsets..

Pentecost is better than any long term linguaphone course.

Does Al have the capacity to overcome sin?

“Natural Sciences are ill equipped to discuss God". Ill-equipped, or is it
that they're answering a different question? After all, you wouldn't paint a
door with a spanner, or describe your response to a painting with an
equation.

My thanks to the people who sent in their reflections.



Ed: There was necessarily a level of science “teaching” needed to access
some of the ideas, which left less time in the talk to consider either the
christian ethics. Is there a need for follow up discussions - “Now we know
the details, what could be our response as christians?”, either within the
CCR group or in our two churches? What do you think?

Good News from the World Day of Prayer 2026

This year’s World Day of Prayer service was well attended with over 100
people in person and streaming into the service held at the Catholic
Cathedral.

The service raised the most money, we have ever collected, nearly £700
(which included gift aid.) This money is given in grants throughout the
world.

The committee hope to build on this year’s successes to make next year’s
centenary a memorable occasion. The service has been written by the
World Day of Prayer International Committee and is called United in
Prayer for Justice and Peace. We have the honour of it being held here at
Redland Park on Friday March 5% 2027.

If you are interested to know more about the World Day of Prayer, please
visit their website: www.wwdp.org.uk

A picture taken of the
committee and all those
who take part in the service.

Anne Neugebauer
(Secretary for WDOP on
behalf of Churches
Together)




Coming up...

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! from Carol Fry
We will be running our annual Christian Aid Fair on
Saturday 16" May so will be asking all those with green
fingers to pot up suitable plants to sell; all those having a clear out to
bring in books, bric a brac, pictures, toys, etc, and anything that is suitable
to sell. We usually have good weather for the Fair, and there is usually
more foot traffic on Whiteladies Road because of the Farmer’s Market.

We also hope this year that our young people can run a stall — toys, cakes
or goodies.

Some people ask if we have a Fair every week — thank goodness we don’t!
But once a year we raise quite a bit of money for Christian Aid, along with
the envelopes that will have been delivered during the weeks in the roads
around church.

Thanks to everyone who helps with the envelope delivery and the Fair.

A Rocha Eco tips for MAY

Support pollinators. Nothing says
Spring like the buzz of a bee! But
these precious pollinators are
declining due to habitat loss, climate
change and agricultural :
intensification. Wednesday 20" May is B¢
World Bee Day, so look around to see
how you can improve habitats for

bees and other pollinators. in a Southmead garden

Read more about bees, butterflies and habitats that support them in our
Target 25 resources at  arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25.

Sow a pollinator friendly seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, let some
wild flowers grow in your garden, and don’t use pesticides. Pray that our
pollinator populations will increase.

For more about World Bee Day visit:
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/



arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/

New Redland Park Vision, part 3 from Les Fry

All of the five core working groups are now established and meeting.
During the energetic Redland Park Easter, | have been very conscious of
our togetherness, very much fulfilling one of our agreed texts;

“All the believers were one in heart and mind” Acts 4 v 32

The Pastoral group has maintained its programme of consistent contact
across the congregation through personal visits, messages and cards.
There will be another Bring and Share Lunch in early June and Elders will
be encouraging their group members to join the regular Thursday Coffee
Mornings.

The Finance and Property group’s AwayDay has been postponed until
Saturday May 9t when progress over Hurle Road and the Quinquennial
will be consolidated. In addition, new initiatives will be discussed with the
following prompts;

a. Will it improve our mission and outreach?

b. Do we have the human resources to make it happen?

c. When can we make this happen?

d. What will it cost?

e. What outside support will we need?

The Worship group’s initial meeting enabled participants to share some of
their hopes and dreams for our future.

The Climate Change group’s meetings continue to monitor the church
care for the natural environment and will be evaluating the
recommendations of the imminent Quinquennial review by Synod.

The initiatives from the Children and Young Peoples’ group will be put
into action in the next couple of months- particularly in the context of the
Christian Aid Fair and Musical participation.

In addition, additional members of our congregation will be invited to
share Junior Church Sunday morning time.

As always, more details of all of this work will be shared both informally,
at our Church Meetings and in the Recorder

Thank you to everybody who is participating in these groups and
everybody who is praying for guidance for this vision for Redland Park’s
future.


arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/

Following last month’s piece “How green is your data”...
The data centres needed to power the government’s artificial
intelligence (Al) revolution would use more electricity than
the entire country consumes at its peak.

Ofgem, the energy regulator, has disclosed that about 140

data centres have come forward with plans for grid connections, and
they’ll require 50 gigawatts of capacity at peak time. By contrast,
Britain’s peak demand on a recent day was only 45GW. This is about five
times higher than the government had assumed when planning how to
meet the target of a clean power grid by 2030 set out by Ed Miliband,
the energy secretary. It could put Britain’s climate change targets at risk.

The head of policy and campaigns at the environmental charity Global
Action Plan said: “The choice is stark: stick to legally binding carbon
budgets, or unleash colossal data centres on UK communities and watch
emissions soar. It’s one or the other.”

Where do we feature in this? It depends what demand we individually
put on Al tools and, consequently, these data centres. The Climate
Justice Group noted that a URC near Liverpool had achieved their gold A
Rocha award. They'd produced a 59 page document to support it, but
realistically were we ever going to read that? |fed it through an Al tool
to produce a 2 page summary which we could read and so act on.

But what was the energy cost in producing that summary? Aaargh!!

R ——

Prayer request from Gary Marriner
Charlie is a former soldier in his early thirties. A user of the night shelter
for a number of years, many of which he was living on the streets of
Bristol. He suffers from PTSD and has a problem with alcohol.

Served in Afghanistan, where a comrade died next to him. Later he was in
an armoured vehicle which was blown up. Left the army with PTSD and
alcohol problems. Been on a long journey, a year ago | feared that he
would drink himself to death. He told me today that he is now 136 days
dry. He looks so different now, healthy, but still with a way to go.

When | pray | always think of Charlie. Can | ask that we encourage others
to think of Charlie and others like him in their prayers? Thanks.



Finding Urijah from Martyn Steel

Recently, and now that the weather had improved somewhat, | visited
Arnos Vale Cemetery in Brislington. It is short distance from my home and
a place | visit from time to time.

Arnos Vale was landscaped in the style of the great London garden
cemeteries and bares a similarity (although on a much smaller scale) to
that at Highgate. It is very much a conservation area as it is a resting place
and many different birds, flora a fauna can be discovered.

On that occasion | was on a mission.
Angus, some time ago told me that the
grave of Urijah Rees Thomas (our first
minister) and his church secretary,
Wilberforce Tribe were buried next to
each other near the Café area. That
whetted my appetite to find these
graves hitherto unseen.

In fact, finding them both was not a
difficult task. They lie fairly near the
main entrance. As | stood at their
monuments there was a whiff of coffee
and steam in the air wafting over their
tombstones; reminiscent to that of
incense floating about in a church. |
pondered there a while and wondered
about him; how did he sound, his preaching style, his musical preferences
both secular and sacred, his personality?

Urijah’s tombstone has a cross of simple Celtic style with an anchor at its
base. The anchor in cemetery sculpture representing hope and
steadfastness. Mr Tribe’s cross (often referred to as a Calvary cross) has
lilies cascading down to a three stone tier pediment. Lilies often represent
resurrection and the three step base the virtues of faith, hope and charity.

The text on Urijah’s tombstone is too long to copy here but to paraphrase;
‘he was a jolly good egg!” What | can reveal here is that he was born in
1839 and died in 1901. He was minister of Redland Park Congregational
Church for 39 years ‘abundant in labours for the public good.’



| find that cemeteries can be
good for my wellbeing. Strange
thing you might think. They can
even be places of inspiration.
| believe J K Rowling found names
for her various book characters
during her wanderings in
cemeteries. They are often oases
of calm which allow your body to
slow down and enable you to
think more clearly; a time and
£ space to contemplate. You also
get to exercise gently, an
additional benefit. The rushing of everyday living starts all over again
when you exit onto the Bath Road...

The name ‘Urijah’ was not known to me before my membership transfer
to Redland Park. According to an internet source, the name appears in the
Bible (and can be Uriah) 29 times. There are many references in 2 Samuel
11, and in the books of 1 and 2 Kings, Ezra, Nehemiah, Isaiah and
Jeremiah. In a near forty-year teaching career in London, | met just about
every name under the sun, but never once an Urijah!

As the weather improves, Arnos Vale is a good place to visit. Parking is
easy. If you haven’t found him already, you might want to find Urijah and
raise a cup of coffee to him!

e

"Well, between Donald Trump sharing an image depicting himself as
Jesus, JD Vance lecturing the Pope on theology, and Pete Hegseth
offering a prayer from Pulp Fiction, it's pretty clear that the so-called
Christian Nationalism of the Republican Party is heavy on the
nationalism and remarkably light on anything that actually resembles
the teachings of Jesus."

Thomas Horrocks




Keeping up with the vicar, part 164

Here are the Lectionary readings for May. As usual between Easter and
Pentecost the OT reading is replaced by one from Acts. We usually think
of it as the Acts of the Apostles. The “Acts of the Holy Spirit” might be
more appropriate.

Although this year the gospel focus is Matthew, John gets a look in at this
special time. The passages from John carry on the theme of echoing the
crowds on Palm Sunday, asking about Jesus “Who is this man?” The John
reading on the Sunday after Easter included the end of chapter 20 when
the gospel writer is crystal clear about what he thinks, and what he hopes
we think by the time we’ve got that far. In the passages from John this
May, Jesus talks about who he is and why he has come. It’s worth looking
at each one of those for ourselves and reflecting on what they say to us
about Jesus and our response to him.

As we head towards Pentecost we read again of Jesus at the last supper
promising the coming of the Spirit. What’s the best word to describe
what the Spirit is — an “advocate”, a “comforter”, a “counsellor”? What
does your translation have? What different images do they conjure up?

Meanwhile the passages from 1Peter include words of support for newly
established churches including, if you're reading in the King James’
version, the wonderful image (1Pet2:9) that you are a “peculiar people”.
Chosen and blessed by God, how peculiar are you feeling?

Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their
preaching. The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before
Sunday worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a
bit more from the sermon.

Acts (instead of OT) Psalm Gospel NT
May 3@ 7:55-60 31:1-5,15-16  John 14:1-14 1Peter 2:2-10
10t 17:22-31 66:8-20 John 14:15-21  1Peter 3:13-22
17th 1.6-14 68:1-10,32-35 John 17:1-11  1Peter 4:12-14
24t 2:1-21 104:24-34,35b John 7:37-39 1Cor 12:3b-13
Pentecost

31t Gen1:1-2,4a 8 Matt 28:16-20 2Cor 13:11-13



Deadline for contributions
for the June edition is
15th May,
but do feel free to send material
any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson
email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.
Thank you to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.

Minister: Rev. Douglas Burnett
0117 3309910
douglas@douglasburnett.co.uk

RP Secretary: Les Fry NB Secretary: Gill Waines
07769 253279 07848 147554
lesjfry@hotmail.com newbrunswickurc@gmail.com
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