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Vestry Vibes      by Dougie Burnett
Dear friends,
A few more thoughts flowing from my sabbatical.  For the first week of
September the gospel reading was Matthew 18.18-22.  While mostly about
various aspects of church discipline it does also provide us with that stand-
out verse that has come to have a life all of its own, verse 20:
            “Where two or three are gathered in my name,
                                                                     there I am in the midst of them”
Matthew 18 is sometimes known as “The Discourse on the Church”, or the
“Community Rule.”   It is Matthew using the teaching of Jesus to reflect on
the life of the early church.  Some of the verses deal very much with the
dynamics that can be present in any community.  The difference here is
that it is all applied to a community of faith.  Despite all the similarities with
any community (we are all human, after all), Matthew’s constant argument
throughout chapter 18 is that faith really should make a difference.
Nowhere is this more wonderfully put than in verse 20.
It is wonderfully curious how this sense of the presence of God really can
make a difference.
One of my favourite images from my Camino pilgrimage is this one:



These are the feet and legs on my pilgrim group when we had just arrived
outside the cathedral in Santiago de Compostela.  That marker is the end of
the Camino route.  The scallop shell design that you can see is the symbol of
St. James, and has come to be used for pilgrims in general.  There were 10 of
us on the pilgrimage.  We started the week as strangers.  We ended the week
as pilgrims and friends, having been through various ups and downs.  The
constant through it all was God.  I discovered that many of those who come
to do the various Camino routes can be tourists and trekkers, as well as
pilgrims.  But somehow that awareness of God changes everyone’s dynamic.
I’d like to think that Matthew, when he wrote this passage, had something of
that in mind.  Especially when it came to verse 20.
So, whenever we can, it is good to practice just a little bit more of that
awareness of God.  So, being in worship just a bit more.  Maybe a little bit
more time for prayer.  Just a little bit more time to be.   It really can be
transformative.

Dougie x

You will have read about the
People’s Emergency Briefing film in
the summer edition of the
Recorder.

The URC has also arranged a
screening online via Zoom on
Sunday October 4th, at 6.30 p.m. If
you haven’t seen it yet, can I urge
you to do so.

As the blurb says:  “All are invited:
climate change sceptics or activists, people of faith or none, and anyone
who is confused or concerned.”
I think covers all of us!

Zoom details      Meeting ID: 965 1457 5443          No password needed.



Worship details
… at Redland Park
Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 a.m. (at Redland Park and on Zoom)

Oct  4th Rev  Sam Hackett, including communion

 11th Rev Dougie Burnett

 18th Rev Dougie Burnett

 25th Rev Dougie Burnett

To access via Zoom,   log in: 732 001 8996    passcode 8cC7Zv
                 or, if you’re reading this online,  just click on
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7320018996?pwd=YTNrVjc5NHNGOHVra295WXp0eHBjUT09

Sunday evening worship at 7 p.m. via Zoom
We’re continuing to think about “growing older & wiser” - who doesn’t
think that includes them?  Why not join us online to find out?

  11th A reason to be here.      Phil 1:18-26

  25th  Dealing with fears.         Psalm 71 vv 1-13

Zoom log in: 815 4053 7777       passcode: 087103

… and at New Brunswick
Sunday morning worship is at 11.00 a.m.

Oct  4th Diane Phillips (Synod Property and Trust officer)

 11th Trevor Grant (Leprosy Mission)

 18th Rev. Jenny Low,  including communion

 25th Les Fry



Other dates

at RP:

 Cell Groups:    Mondays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.
 Zoom log in: 732 001 8996 passcode 8cC7Zv

Coffee morning: every Thursday, 10.30 a.m. - Noon.

 Sat 3rd annual church day at Barton Camp - more details on p11

 Wed 7th Elders’ meeting at 7.30 p.m.

 Tue 13th Organ group 10 a.m.

 Tue 20th Finance and property group 4.30 p.m.

 Sat 24th Organ treat  - Paul Walton.
Drinks and cake from 10.30 a.m., Music from 11 a.m.

… and at NB:

 Mon 5th Introducing the Bible  - session 1 of the Bible Society’s
Bible Course (see p11 for more details).    Prayer time,
and then, of course, cake.

 Tue 6th Joint churches prayer meeting at 7.30 p.m., hosted by
New Brunswick URC

 Fri 23rd   Southmead quiz, hosted by New Brunswick at 7 p.m.

 Thu 29th  Church meeting at 7 p.m.

Sat  31st Craft fair at the Greenway Centre, noon - 3 p.m.

Advance notice:
 Sun 1st  November Joint churches celebration service followed by

refreshments and social time.  3 p.m.



People news
… from from Redland Park from Carol Fry
We pray and send our thoughts to all members and visitors to Redland
Park, and we pray especially for those unable to get here as often as they
would like.  We send our love and good wishes.
We also pray for the people who have recently started coming to church
and most of them started by coming to our coffee mornings on Thursdays
– John, Marcia, Brian, Stephen, Robert, Matt and Becky – and we hope to
see them more.  The coffee mornings go well, with up to a dozen of us
chatting over tea, coffee and biscuits.  Everyone welcome, 10.30 -12.00.
After October (as the winter sets in!) we hope to open up further for
Warmshare, which will be 10.30 to about 1.30/2.00 p.m. with soup and
roll as well as tea and coffee.
Our Harvest service will be joint with the Korean Church, and all donated
goods will be taken to the Food Bank, part of which is housed at Horfield
URC.  We would be grateful for all tinned and packet goods such as pasta,
sugar, tinned fruit and vegetables, etc, and the list online says they are
short of dog food, UHT milk, deodorant, shampoo, sanitary pads, toilet
rolls, cereal and tinned tomatoes.
Ron Lyle will be going to their holiday home in France for two weeks, then
home for an operation, so we pray for Ron and Marilyn for a happy
holiday and a good outcome in hospital.  We also pray for Myra and
Derek Jones, Roger and Wendy James, all away on holiday when the
Recorder comes out, and we hope they are enjoying the rest and
relaxation.
We pray for Sally King who is undergoing medical treatment at present
and we wish her better health.
We pray for Jane Rogers in her recovery from a stroke, and who now has
a new carer called Luckia; we hope that all goes well.
We understand that Trevor and Debbie Fowler both have health issues at
present and we send our prayers and thoughts to them for better health.
We also send our prayers to Angus Gregson whose mother lives in
Southend and isn’t in the best of health, so he is being very supportive.
We send our best wishes.



… and from New Brunswick  from Brenda
It is with much sadness we have heard of the passing of two of our lovely
ladies. Unfortunately neither had been unable to worship with us for
some time. One because of health problems the other because of moving
to Filton. But both continued to be interested in New Brunswick and
looked forward, each month, to receiving a copy of the Recorder to ‘catch
up’ on the latest news.
Joyce Brettell passed away in August and her funeral was held at Canford
on 9th September. Fortunately we heard of the service just two days
before it took place so one of our fellowship was able to attend and
represent the church.  Joyce reached the grand age of 96.  Despite this
great age there were many close family, friends and neighbours in
attendance. The service was followed by a burial at Canford.  Joyce had
shared with us until she moved to Filton.
The other lovely lady was Mary Russell. Mary had joined us from New
Kingsland URC when sadly they had to close. Kate would bring her along to
worship until Mary’s mobility made this increasingly difficult.  Mary was
always smartly dressed to come to worship her Lord.  It was always a
pleasure to see her come through the church doors because without fail
Mary would be wearing the biggest smile!  Happy to be with friends but
also so pleased to be worshipping Jesus.

We pray for all our young people as they go back to school and
University and hope they have a happy and satisfying time.
The Bristol Churches Shelter begins again in mid-October and Redland
Park will be serving lunch each Wednesday.  Thank you to all those who
have supported in the past, and we hope to continue.
Please pray for peace in Iran and the Middle East, Ukraine, Sudan,
Nepal, and for all countries experiencing wars and conflicts, famines and
diseases.  Pray for everyone suffering from poverty, climate change and
oppression, and we pray that those with power will help us to save the
planet before too long.



Mary passed away peacefully on Friday 11th September at the age of 98.
At the time of writing this we have no details of arrangements to
celebrate Mary’s life.
Both of these ladies will be sadly missed by our fellowship. But what a
privilege to have known them. Whatever happened during their long lives
the one constant was their belief in their Lord and Saviour. We remember
them with fondness and now may they rest in the arms of Jesus.
Gill and Lisa went off to the Big Church Festival at the end of August in
anticipation of a great weekend of worship and praise.  Sadly this event
had to be cancelled due to a freak accident on the Friday which resulted
in one person losing their life and several being injured.  At this time we
uphold all who were involved or who are still in shock at to what
happened. May they know God’s comfort at this time.
We uphold the following friends to God and ask Him to minister as each
has need:   Wenda who is worried about her daughter Susan, who needs
medical attention and may not understand what is happening. We think of
the family of Elaine who are supporting Sandra as she goes through
treatment. Paul, Anita, Roger and family as they too continue to support
Paul.   Angie and Sean are also in prayers at this time may they continue
to know that they are in our thoughts. We pray, too, for Jenny S,  that life
is improving for her and she is continuing to receive support.

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS!
Those who have something to celebrate in the coming month……
  9th  Kate and Frank celebrate their Golden Wedding
 12th Becky and Nick also celebrate their wedding anniversary
 24th Gareth’s birthday
 26th Eugine’s birthday

We hope these folk all have days to remember as they celebrate these
events.  There may be others within your families that have something to
celebrate but aren’t mentioned here but we wish them too days to
remember.

myraejones@btinternet.com
myraejones@btinternet.com


What’s been happening?

Redland Park Prayer Circle from Myra
Many years ago Janet Stables started the Prayer Circle to pray for other
people or situations. In those days the message went round by phone.
The Circle continues but it is distributed by email.
Most of the prayers are for those people who have put prayer requests
in the 2 prayer boxes we have at Church.
If you would like to be included  in this Prayer Circle or if you know
anyone who you  would like to us to pray for please let me know.

myraejones@btinternet.com

Zoe Milligan at Redland Park Youth Group from Jonah & LesF
Zoe is a past member of RP Junior Church and recently worked with
“Latin Link”, an international Christian mission in Columbia.

Latin Link engages in short term missions, up to 4 months long, serving
in practical and spiritual development, or formación.

It was a privilege to hear her very personal account of this mission, of
life in Columbia and of the impact that her team of eight young people
had in spreading the Good News.

This team offered youthful energy and faith wherever they worked,
responding to local need with messages of hope to the community.

They visited several places, beginning in Barranquilla, a northern
mountain village doing jobs like pig farming, fruit picking and washing
foods ready for market. The north of Columbia borders Venezuela, and
many migrants have recently moved into this district after the recent
conflicts. During the “Football Ministry”, there were international
fixtures!

While working in an area known as the “Bronz”, Zoe encountered many
drug users and addicts - some accepting their condition and others
anxious to kick the habit. The Step group were able to direct the latter
to a hostel where support was available.

myraejones@btinternet.com
myraejones@btinternet.com


In San Christabel, Zoe worked with a community building and decorating
a church and supported local people in the search for work.

Setting up a “Kids’ Camp” involved organising and creating active games
and sports, as well as offering classroom activities - teaching Christianity
and English and prompting Bible Studies and Social Skills.

Zoe particularly valued “Mum moments”, offering stressed parents both
organised and relaxed time, learning with and playing alongside their
children.  Bible stories were often brought to life through action songs.

All of these activities began with prayer and lively worship.

Inevitably Step is a short term mission and Zoe and the group continue to
pray (as we will) that their message bears long term fruit which future
Step groups will be able to build on.

On a personal level, Zoe immediately acknowledged how the experience
improved her own relationship with God and with the Spanish language.
She was at times challenged by extreme poverty, limited personal space,
and poor hygiene conditions. This has left her very aware of her own
personal privilege and with an increased faith in God.

C:\MY DATA\Documents\1 - CHRISTIAN\0 - 0 - Recorder restore...\youth group 2.jpg



Coming up…

Getting to know your Bible (better)    from Angus
The Bible Society have just updated their excellent Bible course.  As their
blurb says:

The course is accessible for people new to Christianity, ideal as a follow-
on from courses like Alpha or for mature Christians wanting to increase
their understanding of the Bible. It's a brilliant resource for small groups
and churches.  It will help your church explore God’s story one step at a
time, and help you become more confident in reading the Bible for
yourself, how it all fits together, and how to apply it to your daily life.

We’re going to be following this course - there are 8 sessions - at NB’s
monthly bible study evenings.  They are usually on a Monday, starting on
October 5th .  If anyone from either church (or anywhere) would like to join
the regulars, just come along, although it would help me get resources
ready if you could let me know in advance if you’d like to come.   And to
make sure we have enough cake!
This will begin to make sense as
the story of the Bible …

 RP CHURCH DAY at BARTON CAMP , Saturday 3rd October
  9.30-10.00 Gather & Welcome.
 10.10- 10.30 Opening Worship.
 10.30- 11.45 Worship Workshop.
 11.45- 12.30 Free Time.
 12.30- 1.30 Bring & Share Packed Lunch.
 1.30- 2.00 Climate Change Group.
  2.00- 3.30 Choice of
   Swimming
  Indoor or Outdoor Sports
   Adventure Playground
    Crook Peak Hike
   Calligraphy
   Painting
 3.45-4.00 Closing worship



Starting on Wednesday, 23rd September…

www.bristolbach.org.uk
www.bristolbach.org.uk
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation


Bristol Bach Choir have a concert  in the church on 17th October.  The
centre piece is Richard Rodney Bennett’s The Glory and the Dream, a
rarely heard evocative and imaginative setting of Wordsworth’s poem
‘Intimations of Immortality’. The poem ponders the passage of time and
how the joyous wonder of childhood passes over the years; beautiful,
melancholy, and optimistic by turns. It features a virtuosic organ part - a
key reason why the choir chose to perform at Redland Park.  It is joined on
the programme by Vivaldi’s much-loved Gloria, full of Italian sun and
timeless melodies,  some motets by Henry Purcell, and Jonathan Dove’s
Seek him that maketh the seven stars - an inspiring and varied programme.

Tickets at  www.bristolbach.org.uk  - click the BUY TICKETS box.

A Rocha Eco tips for OCTOBER
Greening your home this Autumn. Tackle climate change and reduce
your heating bills by finding and reducing the draughts in your home.
Find the gaps that let cold air in and warm air out (keyholes, letterbox-
es and gaps around windows, doors, loft hatches and floorboards for
example). Do what you can to fix these gaps - there are lots of tutorials
on how to do this online. It’s also a good time to prepare for winter by
putting radiator reflector foil or baking foil behind the radiator. This
will reflect heat back into your room.

www.bristolbach.org.uk
www.bristolbach.org.uk
arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation


Redland Park Vision, part 7  from Les Fry

Work and prayer across the summer has enabled us to continue to
progress our Vision work, and this autumn, we must seek to ensure that
“All the believers were one in heart and mind,” (Acts 4 v 32.) building on
our current activities;

The Pastoral Group has maintained our outreach to members and
visitors. Elders agreed in September that our occasional visitors, to
services and to Thursday morning coffee should always included in our
church overview.

The direction of the Worship Group was clearly seen in the summer
Café Style Worship, extending all of our understanding and needs in
worship - a piece of work which will be further extended in our Barton
Camp Church Away Day.

The drought conditions across August as well as the destructive
extremes experienced in the Himalayas, serve to confirm the reality of
climate change. At the Harvest service and at Barton Camp, the Climate
Change Group  will help to confirm our collective response.

The presentation by Zoe to the Youth Group as presented elsewhere in
this Recorder was inspirational, challenging us all into creative action, as
well as having high credibility as it came from “one of our own.”  More
guest speakers are being sought.

The Finance and Property Group are beginning to respond to the detail
of our Quinquennial Property Report from Synod, as well as progressing
the appointment of a professional administrator for Redland Park, as
advertised elsewhere in this Recorder.

We are blessed to being able to maintain all of these initiatives, please
include them, and the individuals who are leading them, in your prayers.

Other things to think about…

lesjfry@hotmail.com


Vacancy for Church Administrator
at Redland Park URC, Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol. BS6 6SA

The role will involve overseeing the daily activities of the church in its
lively mission by maintaining effective communication across the church
community.
Being responsible in particular for:

• Maintaining church records, policies, databases and correspondence,
•  Preparing reports and taking minutes for the church leadership and

meetings.
• Advertising and general publicity, both externally and within the

church.
• Organising use of premises..

You should apply if:
• You have proven administrative or office management experience.
• You are well organised, with excellent communication skills.
• You have discretion, integrity and are in sympathy with the values

and mission of the Christian church.
• You are proficient in office software.

Additional information
• 60 hours per month, flexible working, access to TOIL.
• £15.00 per hour.
• Three years fixed term contract.
• Post to begin 1st January 2027.

For full job description, Vision Statement and Application form, please
contact Les Fry   at   lesjfry@hotmail.com

This advert will close on 16th October 2026 and interviews will take place
in the week beginning 2nd November.

lesjfry@hotmail.com


Editor:  I saw my first mince pies of the year in a supermarket in Southend
- bow your head in shame, Sainsbury’s - on 5th September.  So I make no
apologies for first mention of the C-word this autumn in this next piece.
And if you haven’t done your Christmas shopping yet - sorry, Jenny at NB,
this is months too late for you - here’s an idea…

from Gary Marriner

The founder of  Stand4Socks, Josh Turner, writes:

As Christmas approaches, I want to pause and
celebrate the incredible impact we’ve made together

in the last year.  Stand4 Socks has donated over 850,000 socks to people
experiencing homelessness, including essential contributions to
communities in Ukraine.  [Stand4socks donates a pair of thick, anti-
bacterial socks for every pair purchased.]

Each pair shared represents more than warmth, it’s a step toward dignity
and hope for those who need it most.

As winter deepens, essentials like thick socks, and now warm beanies too,
can make a real difference for people facing the cold without shelter. This
year, we also began providing beanies, helping extend warmth beyond
feet to protect against the harshest winter conditions. It’s all made
possible because of this incredible community.

Thank you for standing with us and for being
part of our mission. Whether you’ve
supported us with a purchase or are inspired
to take your first step, every contribution
makes a difference.

Here’s to a warm and wonderful Christmas
season filled with love and gratitude.
https://www.stand4socks.com/

https://www.stand4socks.com/
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality


Prayer from Les Fry
One of the main Christian charities that I support is Open Doors which
seeks to serve persecuted Christians and churches worldwide. In
anticipation of Sunday 1st November, the International Day of Prayer for
the Persecuted Church, I found the following commentary to be inspiring:

Prayer is an act of sacred resistance. Through prayer, we speak out
against the powers of hate and darkness. Prayer cannot be kept out by
guards or shot down by soldiers. It can change the hearts of enemies and
offer hope to the most isolated believers. It is an affirmation that God
has the victory, and that forgiveness and love will always win.

At a time in the world’s history when it is easy to despair, and easy to feel
helpless, this message offers me a way forward- and it may do the same
for you.

Partner with us in prayer for justice
In June we began a series in repsonse to Tear
Fund’s call to us to pray to God together for justice at a local, national and
global level to dismantle the root causes of poverty.  TF suggested 7 areas
for prayer.  Last month we began with praying for gender equality.  This
month...
Pray for churches responding to crises
Tearfund advocates for the role of local partners in crises - particularly
faith organisations and churches - and works alongside thousands of
churches as they respond to their community’s emergency needs.

● Give thanks to God for the invaluable contributions of local churches
during humanitarian crises.

● Pray for the consistent presence of churches in their communities as
they continue to tackle ‘forgotten crises’ that get lost in the media.

● Ask God that leaders will acknowledge the incredible contributions of
local churches, celebrating their work and ensuring they are protected
as they serve their communities.

If you’re reading this on screen you can find more prayer points by clicking on:
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/take-action/pray-for-justice

https://www.stand4socks.com/
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/pray/prayer-resources/prayer-guides/pray-for-women-and-girls-facing-gender-inequality


Signs of restoration  from Myra
On the 30th September, A Rocha UK’s EcoChurch programme will celebrate
its 10th  anniversary.  9 000 congregations are registered, and of roughly
4 000 who responded to a recent survey, 88% were managing land for
wildlife; 78% had made the decision to invest their funds ethically and/or
prayed regularly for environmental concerns, over 1 250 were engaging
with government on environmental issues, and over 900 prayed for the
environment each week.   We thank God for the programme and the
churches involved, and pray that they may continue to work at healing
relationships among God, humanity, and creation.
Many of us will have heard people say “But how can we make an impact, if
China and the US aren’t doing anything?”  So it’s good to be able to share
that for the first time, solar power has topped coal as China’s largest
source of power capacity, while the rise of electric vehicles in China has
likely saved 300 000 lives that would have been lost to pollution.
Meanwhile Leah Stokes shows that despite the Trump Administration’s
constant efforts to promote fossil fuels and kill clean energy, elements of
Biden’s major climate legislation remain in place, including 90% of the
clean energy-related manufacturing it promoted. Behind that statistic are
committed individuals and also judges who have limited the attacks on
climate policy. We pray that progress towards a just transition can
continue in both countries.
But at the same time, wildfires are burning across drought-stricken
Indonesia; the Panama Canal is cutting transits, while across Europe, crops
have withered, river traffic has slowed, and nuclear power plants have
slowed or shut down as rivers ran dry.  In Puerto Rico water is being
rationed; in Kingston, Jamaica, municipal water is turned off for 12 hours a
day.
As the Season of Creation prayer closes, we pray ...
We lament the cracked earth of the drought-stricken and the salty tears of
the climate refugee. Melt our frozen hearts, O God, and let the waters of
repentance flow.
We  pray for all who are affected by drought, especially those who lack
access, as a result, to adequate food. Forgive us our part in creating these
conditions, Lord.



Keeping up with the vicar, part 168
Here are the Lectionary readings for October.  This section of Matthew’s
gospel began in September after Peter’s confession that Jesus was the
Messiah.  Jesus then turns towards Jerusalem and begins teaching the
disciples in earnest what Messiah-ship really looks like.
We’ve skipped the Palm Sunday reading so now we’re in Jerusalem in the
week that will see his crucifixion.  Jesus challenges the Jewish leaders to
live up to their responsibilities.  He ceratinly doesn’t mince his words.  The
lectionary misses out most of Matthew 23 but that seems a bit of a cop
out to me. This is not “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild”!  After his challenge
to the Pharisees in our reading on 25th, why not read ahead as to “What
Jesus says next”?
As we round up our readings from Philippians, there’s another lectionary
omission - the last seven verses of chapter 3.  And yet 3:20 speaks clearly
to Jesus’ questions in the Oct 18th Matthew reading, and in a sense makes
clear the underlying point of Pauls’ letter.  More homework!
And then Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, probably the earliest of
all the letters.  The start of Acts 17 gives us an idea of Paul and Silas’s
initial ministry there and the hostile opposition from some of the people.
Paul’s aim is to build up the Christian community in a city where standing
out against the state up could be risky.  Is it safer for us in 21st century
Britain?  Perhaps our more urgent need today is to be strident in
proclaiming what God’s kingdom values are to counter the Far Right’s
attempts to cloak their hatred of foreigners as “Christian Nationalism”.
Many preachers use the Lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.
The suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday
worship so that if they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more
from the sermon.

OT Psalm Gospel NT
Oct 4th Ex 20:1-4,7-9,12-20 19 Mt 21:33-46 Phil 3:4b-14

11th Ex 32:1-14 106:1-6,19-23 Mt 22:1-14 Phil 4:1-9
 18th Ex 33:12-23 99  Mt 22:15-22 1Thess 1:1-10
 25th Deut 34:1-12 90:1-6,13-17 Mt 22:34-46 1Thess 2:1-18
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Deadline for contributions
for the November edition is

15th October,
but do feel free to send material

any time before that.

Please send your contributions
to the editor, Angus Gregson

email: angus.gregson@btinternet.com

or give me a piece of paper when
you see me in either church.

Thank you lots to everybody who
has contributed to this edition.


